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Today s news 


Priest jailed 
for child abuse 

A CATHOLIC priest who abused children 
at an orphanage over an eight-year period 
in the 1950s and 1960s was jailed for seven 
years yesterday. 

Father Eric Thylor, who abused boys as 
young as six and then stood by as they were 
beaten by nuns for complaining, was found 
guilty of 16 charges of indecent assault and 
two charges of buggery. Page 4 

Heads attack 
‘beacon schools’ 

HEADS and teachers yesterday attacked a 
new Government scheme for “beacon 
schools” as divisive, elitist and unnecessary. 
Some heads also questioned whether those 
schools not named as beacons would be keen 
to take up the offer of help from their high- 
flying neighbours. Page 6 

Triple jab cleared 

A MAJOR study of children who had the 
triple MMR vaccine against measles, mumps 
and rubella has found no evidence of a link 
with bowel disease and autism. Public con- 
fidence in the MMR vaccine was severely 
dented two months ago when researchers at 
the Royal Free Hospital, London, published 
a study of 12 children with bcwel disease and 
autism which suggested there might be a con- 
nection with the vaccine. Page II 



Israel 
celebrates 
50 years 
of survival 


A CHUDdimbS along a can- 
non barrel during an Israeli 
army weapons exhibition at 
the Gush Etrion settlement 
yesterday. 

Israelis celebrated the * 
50th anniversary of the foun- 
dation of the state with danc- 
ing in the streets, fireworks 
and military demonstrations 
that included a fly-past by dm 
air force, a naval display and 
the dropping of paratroopers 
on Tel Aviv beach. 

Ultra-orthodox Israelis 
objected to a display by mod- 
ern dancers at the “Jubilee 
Brils" festivity last night. The 
dancers were reported to be 
intending to strip down to 
their underwear Palestinians, 
meanwhile, mourned the toss 
of their land 50 years ago. 

Israel celebrates, page 13 
Photograph: .AFP 




Whitehall blamed over Bell book 


Brown’s euro signal 

GORDON Brown gaverbe clearest signal 
yet that he wants Britain to join the Euro- 
pean single currency when be told MPs he 
would publish a plan this year for Britain to 
adjust to the start of the euro. Margaret 
Bedratt, President of the Board of Trade, and 
trade minis ter Lord Simon will head a cam- 
paign to highlight the preparations the UK 
is making for the change-over to the euro 
from 1999. Page 2 

Foreigners’ assets 

The Government yesterday published 250QQ 
names of foreign nationals and businesses 
whose money was seized during the Second 
World Whr. The money was seized in an at- 
tempt to stop Hitler using the assets to fund 
his war effort But many of those whose mon- 
ey was seized were themselves victims of the 
Nazis. Many were Jews who deposited the 
money in Britain before being sent to con- 
centration camps. Page 3 

Independent award 

The Independent has won the Best Use of 
Photography calegoiy at ibe 1998 Newspaper 
Awards. This follows the paper being 
awarded Newspaper of the Year and Black 
and White Newspaper of the Year for pho- 
tography in the UK Picture Editors' Guild 
Awards. To mark these achievements, we 
have put together a selection of winning im- 

Page 19 


By Ian Burrell 

Home Affairs CocifispQwJent 

THE controversy surrounding die 
publication of a book about theduki 
killer Mary Bell developed further 
yesterday when Jack Straw, toe 
Home Secretary, revealed that his 
officials had known about the book 
project for more than two years- 
Mr Straw immediately ordered 
an inquiry into wiry toe informa- 
tion was not made available to min- 
isters. The Home Secretary is 
indignant that Bell has been able 
to make around £50,000 from toe 
book and is urgently looking at the 
law to stop other criminals profit- 


ing from their crimes in such a way. 

Whitehall sources said yesterday 
that if ministeis had been told of the 
book in March 1996, when officials 
first learned about it, they could 
have tried to stop the payment 

Ann Widdeoombe, who was a 
Home Office minister with re- 
sponsibility for prisons when the 
book deal first became known, said 
yesterday she was “quite disgust- 
ed” that ministers had not been in- 
formed. She said: “One cannot 
have material of that order of mag- 
nitude known to officials and pro- 
bation officers and not known by 
ministers.” 

Officials became aware of the 


book when Durham Probation 
Service passed information to the 
Prison Service lifer Review Unit, 
which monitors released life sen- 
tence prisoners, who remain on 
licence for the rest of their lives. 

The unit decided that the book 
project was not a breach of Bell’s 
licence and took no action. 

• In a statement, Mr Straw said: 
“I deeply regret that ministers 
were not informed and were there- 
fore not able to intervene. I have 
asked the Permanent Secretary to 
investigate what happened so we 
can learn lessons for the future." 

Had ministers allowed the book 
project to have become public 


knowledge in 1996, publishers 
MaanDiafl and author GittaSereny 

would have been under great pres- 
sure to withhold the payment to 
BelL Probation officers may also 
have been asked to advise Bed 
against going ahead with toe book. 

A Whitehall source said that if 
current minislera had known about 
the project in 1996 they would cer- 
tainly have intervened. “If anything 
could have been done to stop 
payment that would have been at- 
tempted,” he said. 

Mr Straw issued his statement 
after a meeting at the Home Of- 
fice with June Richardson, whose 
four-year-old sou Martin was Bed's 


first victim. She demanded Bell 
hand back the cash she was paid 
for her help with the book. 

Bed and ter 14-year-old daugh- 
ter have been forced to flee their 
home on the south coast after be- 
ing besieged by reporters. Tabloid 
newspapers yesterday carried in- 
terviews with Bell's boyfriend, who 
disclosed that the Home Office had 
known for some time that a book 
was planned. After the Home Of- 
fice was asked to confirm this, an 
inquiry was launched. 

The Press Complaints Com- 
mission said yesterday that it had 
launched an inquiry into a possible 
breach of its code of practice over 


payments made to Macm'Hari by 
toe Tones, which is serialising the 
book. Cries Unheard 

Clause 16 of toe newspaper 
code of practice bans payments to 
agents or assodater of convicted 
criminals unless there is an over- 
whelming public interest 

"We received a written emur 
plaint from a member of the pub- 
lic and have written to ihe-editor 
of the Times to ask forhis com- 
ments." he said. 

A dedrion is expected later to- 
day from the Attorney General 
John Morris on whether there is 
any means under existing law to 
block the payments to Bell. 



Business news 


aces takeover 


A BIDDlNC* Vi ' ar f° r EMI was in prospect 
y kfter 


yesterday 

said that it 
Lead to a 
have come' 
drinks and 
at£5bm 


the British music group 
received an offer that could 
r. The offer is thought to 
Seagram, the Canadian 
it group, valuing EMI 
Page 24 
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Sports news 


Shearefr’s denial 

ALAN SHEARfiR, toe England captain, has 
denied kicking a player in toe face during 
Newcastle Unity’s game against Leicester 
City. Television footage appears to show the 
Newcastle striker lot Nefl Lennon in the face 
with his boot during Wednesday’s Premier- 
ship match at Filbert Street. Page 32 
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Move to 
put violent 
suspects in 
‘leg irons’ 


By Jason Bennetco 

Crime Correspondent 

HIGH-TECH “leg-irons* could 
soon be fitted on violent suspects ar- 
rested by the police, under plans be- 
ing considered by chief constables. 

Last week, police in Scotland 
called for toe introduction of leg-re- 
straints following concerns about the 
large number of injuries being 
caused during straggles in the back 
of panda cars and vans. 

Next month, a police training ex- 
pert will visit toe American state of 
Louisiana to examine toe use of 
leg-shackles as part of a research 
project for the Association of Chief 
Police Officers. Inspector Peter 
Boatman, of NorthaB&tosshire po- 
lice, said about 10 per ceht of ail cas- 
es m which force is used takes place 
in police vehicles. 

“It can involving kidring officers, 
head-butting, biting kicking windows 
out, and bashing windows with their 
heads,” he said. 

He said he was particularly In- 
terested in examining an American 
restraint device that is made of 
tough flexible material which is fit- 
ted above and betow the knees, lock- 
ing toe legs together. 

Prisoners are usually fitted with 
the restraint outside the police ve- 
hicle and are then lifted into it by 
the arresting officers. 

Insp Boatman stressed that he 
was ate looking at ways of improving 
vehicle design to reduce the rnsn- 



American-styte leg-irons which 
could be introduced to Britain 

ber of injuries and improved restraint 
techniques. 

. Delegates at last week’s Scottish 
Police Federation conference, 
which represents the rank-and-file 
offioers. voted unaninmnsty for a mo- 
tion calling for toe introduction of 
leg-restraints to control prisoners db- 
playing symptoms of excited deliri- 
um or drug-induced psychosis. 

Sgt James Bfldand, of Grampian 
police, said that “upper body re- 
straint alone is inadequate - cuffs 
aren’t enough ... We require further 
assistance in the form of lower body 
restraints. Wes want to avoid risks for 
prisoners and our members.” And 
Insp Allan Tbdd, from Tkyside, said 
a recent snrvey found that about half 
of his force’s offioers who suffered 
injuries on duly had been kicked 
while trying to restrain a suspect. 

John V&dham, director of Lib- 
erty, the cm! and legal rights or- 
ganisation, cautioned yesterday: 
“The police are entitled to use rea- 
sonable force to detain people, but 
we would be opposed to the routine 
use of any kind of restraint-" 


Huge car bomb 
is defused in 
Northern Ireland 


By DavW McKJttrick 

Ireland Correspondent 


THE THREAT of violence domi- 
nated the Northern Ireland peace 
process yesterday as a large repub- 
lican car bomb was defused in a 
Co Antrim town amid condemnation 
of the IRAs refusal to decommission 
its weapons. 

The car bomb was left in Market 
Square in toe mainly Protestant 
town of Lisburn. The 600 -7001b de- 
vice, which was primed and ready to 
explode, would have devastated the 
centre of the town. 

ft was made safe by army bomb 
disposal experts who carried out 
three controlled explosions on the ve- 
hicle. The initial assumption, while 
the results of foreustefests are await- 
ed, is that the attempted attack was' 
the work of one . of the republican 

splinter groups, such as toe Continuity 
IRA, who oppose the peace prooess- 

Tbe reminder of toe threat posed 
by renegades came as the IRA flatly 
declared, in a statement issued early 
yesterday, that * there will be no de- 
commissioning”. The statement 
went on to dear toe way for a move 
to change the constitution of Sinn 
Fein to allow members to take their 
seats in toe planned new assembly . 

The IRA stance on weapons was 
criticised from, various quarters, 
though the Government noticeably 
refrained from asserting in absolute 
terms that the Absence of IRA de* 
comrtnastonmg would automatically 


exclude Sinn Fein from -a new 
admini stration. - 

Ulster Unionist Party leader 
David Trimble said the statement 
was, in effect, a rejection of the 
agreement by “Sinn fcih/jDRA'. He 
added: “Things Like prisoner release 
and the opportunity of being in- 
volved In toe administration of 
Northern Ireland are not to be 
made available to them unless they 
accept it really must nowbe peace." 

. A contrasting view wasg^ven by 
David Ervine. of toe Progressive 
Unionist Party, which is associated 
with a loyalist paramilitary grouping. 
He said some elements of the IRA 
statement were worrying, with the 
retention of weapons carrying an im- 
plicit threat. But he added: “The 
ERA are creating stepping-stones 
away from their republican ideology. 
That is extremely significant-" 

Tony Blair, speak^ during a vis- 
it to Manchester, said: “It has git to 
-be absolutely dear that people who 
serve in the government of North- 
ern Ireland have to give up violence, 
whichever party it is. 

- "It is not surprising that the IRA 
are saying this at this stage. Bat this 
is a package and a whole package 
and m toe referendum people will 
be voting on the whole package ” 
Former US Senator George 
-Mitchell, who chaired ■ the. talks 
which led to the agreement, said that 

paramilitar y disarmament in North- 

em Ireland should begin resoon as 
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IRA bluntly refuses to give limits guns 


. ■■ -ii ■ 



IN RECENT ycais, IRA state- 
ments have often been as del- 
pbic as some of Seamus 
Heaney’s cloudier works, de- 
liberately entwining hard and 
soft elements with the intention 
of creating ambiguity. 

Yesterday’s statement was no 
exception. The point which at 
first sight leaps' out of it is the 
blunt assertion on guns: “Let us 
make it clear there will be no 
decommissioning by the IRA.* 

Although there have been 
similar static declarations in 
the past, some had hoped that 
the Good Friday agreement 
would lead to a softening of the 


The statement was characteristically oblique - one every point but one - writes David; McKittrick 


i - 

standard republican She that do-, 
commissioning was only ever 
conceivable in the event of a S-‘ 
nal settlement. 

The IRA follows its own 
dogged logic in saying that the 
agreement does not amount to 
a settlement, in that this would 
involve “the end of British rule 
in Ireland and the exercise of 
the right of the people of Ire- 
land to national self-determi- 
nation’*. 

The logic runs that while the 
agreement “does mark a sig- 


nificant development*, the dual 
referendum® to be held on 22 
May do not amount to self-de- 
termination and the British 
presence mil remain. Therefore, 
no decozmnissioraxigys to be ex- 
pected. 1 

While this implacable refusal 
to move on the issue was as- 
sailed from various quarters 
yesterday, it is unlikely to be al- 
tered in the foreseeable fu- 
ture, partly because the position 
is is hoe whh the IRAs own the- 
ory. 


There are also practical rea- 
sons for maintaining it, one of 
which is that any handover or 
destruction of weaponry would 
probably cause uproar, and al- 
most certainly a split, m the 
ranks of the IRA's foot 
soldiers. 

The refusal also carries the 
'communal endorsement of the 
Belfast Catholic ghettos, such as 
the Falls Road, where majori- 
ty opinion, while clearly in 
favour of the peace process, is 
just as dearly in favour of hold- 


ing on to the weapons as an in- 
surance pohQN against future 


comment on whether Sinn Fein 
memfojg should take up their 

calamities.* w ~~ 

"J-. The mirror-imsg^of this is to be settop under the 
fo be found across pcace-Y a a g re ement 

foe in the Protesfo&Shankill; ' In doing so rt provides iro- 



i they spring also be- 
lieve that nrairuaiprnj y their ar- 
mouries Is the prudent thing to 
do. 

But the ERA Statement is 
also notable for what h does not 
say. It studiously avoids direct 


appears 
readying itself for a historic 
change m its constitution and, 
arguably, in its general psy- 
chology. 

On 10 May the party is to 
hold a special conference wbich 


will be asked lo drop vhc tradi- 
tional ban mi Sinn Fein mem- 
bers taking their scats in an}' 
“partitionist" Belfast assembly. 
The IRA has just effectively giv- 
es its Messing to the change. 

‘ The statement also sought to 
absolve Sinn Fein from being 
held responsible for the tack of 
. {sms decommissioning, dedar* 

. ingths to be “a matter only for 
the IRA. to be decided upon 
and pronounced upon by us*. 
This is presumably io allow 
Sinn Fein leaders to say that any 
complaints on this score should 
be referred to the IRA and not 
to them. 
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THE ANGUISH in Dublin’s 
Mountjoy Prison this morning 
can only be imagined as hun- 
dreds of career burglars, car 
thieves and pickpockets wake up 
in jail on what could have been 
the biggest pay-day of their lives 
- Ireland's first garda strike. 

Public alarm about the 
threatened strike yesterday 
prompted the Dail to hold an 
emergency debate on the crisis. 

The country’s 11,000 gardai 
are legally barred from taking 
strike action, so today’s pay 
protest takes the form of a 
spontaneous epidemic of “bhie 
flu*. The 8,000 rank and file 
members of the Garda Repre- 
sentative Association (GRA) 
will ring in sick from 6am this 
morning complaining of painful 
flat feet preventing them from 
carrying out their duties. 

It is the first police strike 
since the brief “Macushla Re- 
volt" in 1968, which won the 
right to representation. 

Garda Commissioner Pat 
Byrne announced special con- 
tingency measures, with senior 
ranks and partly trained cadets 
giving front-line cover. The 
Irish Army and defence forces 
will be on standby. 

Commissioner Byrne urged 


gardai- “Don't do something 
that will harm this force far ever 
more," adding it was “disin- 
genuous” of them to report sick 
when they were not. 

“What signal are you send- 
ing out to the people of this 
country: that members would 
perpetrate a dishonesty. If it is 
an individual decision for mem- 
bens of the gardai. I'm saying 
*Do the right thing',” he said. 

The GRA seek a 39 per cent 
rise to offset a widening gap with 
other groups -such as teadiers, 
with whom they previously had 
pay parity. The Government has 
offered a productivity-related 7 
percent. 

Justice minister John 
ODonogfaue urged gardai to 
work normally, saying that to 
concede their claim would 
undermine the Government’s 
10-year-old economic strategy 
based on voluntary pay restraint 
in return for tax cuts. The GRA 
insists it is not a trade onion and 
not part of such national deals. 

Liz McManus, justice 
spokeswoman of the opposition 
Democratic Left, accused Mr 
OTJonoghue of “deliberately 
exaggerating the extent of 
crime” while in Opposition, 
leading the GRA to believe be 
would deliver on their demands. 

The GRA executive were to 
meet last nigh t. 



George Mitchell, the peace talks chairman, his wife. Heather, and their six-month-old son, Andrew, on the family^ first trip to Ulster Photograph: Reuters 


Prison ‘turning inmates into heroin addicts' 


Recycled paper made up 
41.4% of the raw material for 
UK newspapers in the 
flrat half of 1997. 


DRUG use at a prison is so high 
that inmates who arrive there 
without an addiction are 
hooked on heroin when they 
leave, prisoners told the Chief 
Inspector of Prisons. 

Inmates warned that drug 
problems were behind a high 
level of violence at Fsatherstone 
jail in Wolverhampton, forcing 


prisoners to cany knives to 
protect themselves, said Sir 
David Ramsbotham. 

Staff and the board of visi- 
tors at the low-security prison 
believed “there was a consid- 
erable amount of drugs wi thin 
the establishment”, he said. 

“Anecdotal comments to us 
from prisoners confirmed this 


and it was clear that a more ef- 
fective programme for dealing 
with the problem was required," 
Sir David said in a report pub- 
lished yesterday. 

“Many prisoners felt that 
people came to prisons without 
a drug problem, but turned to 
drugs to cope. They then left 
prison with a heroin habit and 


inevitably came back to prison 
for a drug-related crime.” 

Sir David said the Prison Ser- 
vice needed to establish the true 
level of drug use at the jail, and 
extend the current strategy of 
testing and treating inmates 
for drugs and establishing “drug 
free” wings for inmates who 
wanted to kick their habits. 


. Inmates told the inspection 
team that they could buy two 
“spliffs" of cannabis in ex- 
change for one phonecard. 

Mandatory urine testing for 
drug use bad forced many in- 
males away from other drugs on 
to heroin, which only stays in the 
system for a couple of days, 
while cannabis can be detected 


up to a month after use. 

Much of the bullying and in- 
timidation at the jafl was drug- 
related, Sir David said. 

“Only when these issues are 
successfully addressed will it be 
possible to provide a safe envi- 
ronment,” he went on. 

But staff were failing to 
tackle bullying, he said. “There 


was a general acceptance that 
while bullying was unacceptable, 
there was virtually nothing that 
could be done about it." 

Sir David said that overall 
Feathersionc, which holds 600 
inmates, was a “good category 
C establishment with good re- 
lationships between staff and 
prisoners”. 
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WILLIAM 
HARTSTON 
WEATHER WISE 


If you see something the size of a man 
floating out of a Pbrtakabin into the sky, 

trailing what looks tike a box of cbooo- 

Jates, don’t worry. Even if it inflates to 
the size of a detached house, then 
there is no cause for concern. Fof fos 
is the new automatic weather balloon 
made in Finland called Auusonde, 

which the Met Office is using » mon- 

itor conditions at inland locations* 
Until now, most of the weather bal- 

loons released by the Met Office have 
been launched from eight coastal sites. 
For mote detailed information about lo- 
cal conditions - particularly where 
measurements arc needed at differing 
altitudes - the new device wffl be very 
helpfuL The balloons and weather sam- 

pling equipment (known as radiosondes) 
are loaded into their Portaiobins, (hen 

at pre-programmed times the balloon 

inflates, the radiosonde is calibrated, 

then the complete rig Ls ejected for an 

bour-long trip into the atmosphere. 

They will be launched fiom eight sites 
around the country, four times a day at 

each site. Quite apart from improving 

the accuracy of weather forecasts, they 

should beep UFO-spoppre entranced 
for some time.' 

More data from the Met Office: we 
have just experienced tip wettest April 
this century, but unlesSan average of 
6cm of rain fell over thJ country in the 
last 24 houts, the all-foie record of 
139mm in 1782 Still stifos. April 1998 

was, boweveiy.only the-fifth time this 

century that April has been colder 

thnn March. If happcnql before in 1903, 

1936, 1957 and 1990. * 
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Cash to be Newspapers tarnished by 

By Paul McCann 

• Media Edtor 

■ CdVvl THE FOCUS of attention in 

tbe Mary Bell case switched 
_ ' ^ _ onto the behaviour of the na- 

to ■ tional press yesterday, with 

■ I W M precious few newspapers, from 

JVff InPI I the qualities to the tabloids, 009 ^ 

ering themselves in glory. 

0 ^ The tabloids were amulta- 

m neously condemning and woo- 

ingMary Bell, not to meation . 

▼ I |ia9 feeding drinks to her boyfriend 






By Andrew Buncomb e 

FOR more than a year Miklos 
Breuer and bis family lived a se- 
cret life, hiding from the Nazis 
m a fifth-floor flat in a tenement 
block in Budapest 

“Tt was pretty awful. We 
couki barely leave the flat or else 
we would have been shot be- 
cause we were Jews," he re- 
called yesterday. “During many 
of the bombing raids we had to 
stay there rather than go to the 
shelters. And there was also very 
little food.” 

In 1939, with the outbreak of 
fighting just months away, Mr 
Brener’s parents had hidden 
away their assets - £659 - in a 
London bank. TWenty-one years 
later, when. Mr Breuer, then 
aged 33, came to London to re- 
cover it, he was told by the Na- 
tional Westminster Bank’s 
branch in Moorgate that the 
money had been seized under 
Trading with the Enemy legis- 
lation. Since then he bas not 
seen a penny. 

Yesterday the names of Mr 
Breuers parents, Imre and 
Mariska, were among those of 
25,000 foreign nationals and 
businesses, published by the 
Government, whose money was 
seized during the Seoond Work! 
War. 

Margaret Beckett. President 
of tbe Board of Trade, said the 
names were being published to 
help people who believe they 
are owed money, to make their 
claims. A claims procedure is 
being established and a fund of 


f?m has already been set aside 
with more promised if neces- 
sary. 

Mis Beckett told the Com- 
mons that claims would be con- 
sidered “on the principle that 
confiscated assets placed in the 
UK by victims of Nazi perse- 
cution should be returned 
where practicable and where 
claims can be validated”. 

The names, which were pub- 
lished on the Internet, are of 
people from Germany, Bul- 
garia, Japan, Hungary and Ro- j 
mania. Many of the names are 
of people who will now be dead 
and claims wfll have to be made 
by surviving relatives. 

The Government’s an- 
nouncement follows pressure 
from the Holocaust Education 
Thist, which last September re- 
vealed the extent of people 
whose money was seized, using 
the documents held within tbe 
Public Records Office. Later 
this year, details of abut 5,000 
asset-holders from the former 
Yugoslavia, the former Czecho- 
slovakia and Poland will be 
added to the Government Web- 
site. 

A total of £367m at pre-war 
prices was seized by the Gov- 
ernment All but £33m- worth 
about £600m today prices- was 
returned alter the war. 

■ The HET has set up a 
helpline for anyone wanting to 
check if their name or that of a 
relative is on the list The num- 
ber is 0171 222 5115. The web- 
site address for the list is 

www.eaemyproperty.gov.uk 


By Paul McCann 

Media Edrtor 

THE FOCUS of attention in 
the Mary Bell case switched 
onto the behaviour of the na- 
tional press yesterday, with 
precious few newspapers, from 
the qualities to the tabloids, cov- 
ering themselves in glory. 

The tabloids were smula- 
neously condemning and woo- 
ing Mary Bell, not to mention 
feeding drinks to her boyfriend 
for a story, while the Tunes and 
the Daiiy Telegraph exchanged 
letters and leader articles cm tire 
rights and wrongs of paying for 
the book’s serialisation rights. 

The Press Complaints Com-' 
mission disclosed that it was 
con ducting an investigation into 
the Tones’ £40,000 purchase of 
Gitta Sereny’s book on Ms 
Bell, Cries Unheard, followings 
complaint from a member of 
the public. The investigation 
may take a mouth to complete. 

Peter Stothard, editor of the 
Tones, denied yesterday that 
money from his newspaper 
reached Bell. He also main- 
tained that the book was in the 
public interest 

The PCC disclosed that it 
had received 30 to 40 com- 
plaints from tbe public about 
the behaviour of reporters out- 
ride Ms Bell’s home in a south 
coast town. Most callers were 
angry that the journalists’ pres- 
ence had forced Ms Bell to ad- 
mit her true identity to her 
14-year old daughter. They 
were also angry that tbe re- 
porter’s door-stepping tactics 
meant the East Susses Police 
had to take the pair into pro- 
tective custody. 

The commission is unable to 
take up complaints about press 
harassment from third parties 
because those complaining can- 
not name the actual newspapers 
and journalists involved. So far 
the PCC has had no complaint 
from Ms Bell. 

Mr Stothard denied that the 
Times carried any responsibil- 
ity for the hounding of Ms 
Bell. Instead he attacked Jade 


£10 MILLION 
SUPtRDRAW 


Sun - 



Straw, the Home Secretary, for 
his remark this week that Ms 
Bell had endangered hex right 
to privacy by co-operating on 
the book: “It was like Jack 
Straw saying the court order 
protecting her identity doesn’t 
matter. Politicians have legit- 
imised the chase, this hysterical 
side issue of tracking her down 
and punishing her.” 

While tabloid newspapers 
expressed outrage at a pay- 
ment made by Ms Sereny to Ms 
Bell for her co-operation on the 
book, it emerged that at least 
two Sunday newspapers were 
vying for interviews with her. 


Both the News of the World and 
the Mail cm Sunday posted let- 
ters into the Bell home on 
Wednesday. The Mews of The 
Wirrid "s editor Phil Hall said yes- 
terday: “We haven’t offered 
her any money. Ws have offered 
her a safe berth, away from me- 
dia attention in return for an in- 
terview.” 

But Ms Sereny claimed that 
some newspapers were offering 
money which made the payment 
she had made look “infinitesi- 
mal in comparison with the of- 
fers she [Bell] has had from the 
very same newspapers who have 
been screaming the loudest 


these last 10 days. The offers are 
continuing to come in.” 

Cause 16 of the PCCs code 
would fbrtod any payment to Ms 
Bell because she is a convicted 
criminal. Newspapers could get 
around the rule if they could 
prove there was a public inter- 
est in making the payment. 
Less legitimately, some tabloid 
newspapers have in the past 
made payments to close fami- 
ly friends in order to secure in- 
terviews without breaking the 
PCC code. 

AD of tbe tabloid newspapers 
carried front page interviews 
with Ms -Bell’s 39-year old 


boyfriend yesterday, but no 
money changed hands. How- 
ever one reporter did confess 
that tbemanwas dearly in a dis- 
tressed state. 

Meanwhile, at the other end 
of the newspaper market, both 
the Times and the Daily Tele- 
graph were trying to make cap- 
ital out of the story. 

Charles Moore, editor of 
the Daily Telegraph, penned an 
article for his newspaper on 
TUesday explaining wby he had 
turned down serialisation rights 
for- the Bell book and implicit- 
ly attacking the Tones for doing 
so. The following day Mr 


Stothard returned fire in an ar- 
ticle accusing Mr Moore of 
dropping a £75,000 Offer for a 
book he admired because of 
fears about what rivals’ opinions 

of the deal, it was he said: “Re- 
jection of principle in return fur 
safety from criticism.” 

This prompted the unusual 
response of letter in yesterday’s 
Times from tbe editor of the Dai- 
ly Telegraph accusing Stothard of 
misleading his readers. 

And somewhere Mary Belt 
in hiding with her 14-year-old 
daughter, must be considering 
the value of whatever payment 
Ms Sereny made to her. 


The man who broke the ice 
and entered the history books 


At the end of a 600-mile, 57-day journey 
across creaking ice, David Hempleman- 
Adams stepped into the history books as 
the first person to complete the adven- 
turers’ grand slam, writes Clare Garner 
The4L-year-oU British businessman’s 
conquest of the geographic North Pole 
made him tbe only person to have reached 
all four poles, magnetic and geographic, 
north and south, and climb the highest 
peaks in each of the seven continents. His 
arrival at the top of the world on Tbesday 
completed an 18-year odyssey that bas 
dominated his life. 

He can now look himself in the mir- 
ror and answer with a resounding affir- 
mative the question which has goaded him 
onto greater heights. For it was foe words 
with which Baroness Thatcher’s father fre- 
quently berated his daughter -“It is easy 
to be a starter but are you a finisher?" - 
which at times kept him going. 

Among the first to congratulate him 
were to be his wife, Claire, and daughter, 
Alicia, who yesterday flew out to Resolute 
Bay, in Canada, to meet him. “I can’t wait 
to see my dad, although I know he will 
stink. Normally he has a bath before I see 
him,” said Alicia, eight, who was to become 
foe youngest Briton to stand on the 
North Pole. Mrs Hempleman-Adams, 
who has not seen her husband since Feb- 
ruary, said: “Tm extremely pleased for him. 
All the other expeditions have been rel- 
atively successful, but this one has been 
his Achilles heel. He had several at- 
tempts; at last he has done it.” 

It is 15-years since Mr Hempleman- 
Adams first set out to beat the North Bole. 
In March 1983, inspired by a report in Na- 
tional Geographic on the Japanese ad- 
I venturer Noami Uemura, who made foe 
journey to the geographic North Pole, he 
endeavoured to walk alone and unsup- 
ported to foe pole. He abandoned the at- 
tempt after cracking two ribs. In March 
1997, he made a second attempt which was 
thwarted when Ids Norwegian companion 
Rune Gjeldnes’s sledge fell to pieces. 

On 5 March tins year, the pair set out 
once more. It turned out to be a case of 
third time lucky- They braved biting 
winds, blozards, thin ice, stretches of open 
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Adventurer: David Hempleman-Adams has completed his epic journey 


GRAND S LAW. 
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grand slam consists 

; North Pole in the 

i®o; the magnetic 
to coast of Antarc- 
<c North and South 
the bottom of 
Kihley (6,194m) in 
! Mt Kilimanjaro 
tea; Mt Everest 
4t Elbrus (5,642m) 
« Massif (5,140m) 
Mt Aconagua 
Ah America; and 


water and temperatures down to -80C 
(-112F). For comfort they listened to Lou 
Reed’s “Perfect Day” and %u Morrison 
on their personal stereos, apid ate chunks 
of chocolate hourly, carefully sucked to 
ensure they did not lose thqir filling 
Mrs Hempleman-Adams; 35, a solici- 
tor, has never been under any illusions 
about her husband. While he has been 
away conquering mountains andice caps, 
she has stayed at home in Swindon, Wilt- 
shire, to bring up their three daughters, 

Carstensz Pyramid (5,030m) In 
Australasia. ‘ 

FIRST TO NORTH POLE 
Admiral Robert Peary, from Maine, in the 
United States, dairro to have been the first 
man to reach the North Pole on 6 April 
1909. A prior claim had been made by his 
former colleague, Dr Frederick Cook 
who had Inany supporters, However. sci- 
entifkr Investigations verified Peary’s ac- 
counts- and. fn 1911 'the US Congress 
recognised his claim. Of the B explorers 
who set outfor the geographic North Pole ' 


Alicia, Camilla, three and Amelia, two. 

She knew from tfie moment she met 
him - at 18, in a student bar at Bristol - 
that be would never give up his thirst for 
adventure. “1 never thought be would grew 
out of it because he is the type of person 
wbo has to have something to aim for,”, 
she said. “He has set up and sold a suc- 
cessful business, bulli a house and exptored 
the world. He was one of those people who 
cannot let life go by. He has to do things. 
He is a doer as well as a talker. 1 ’ 

this year-. Mr HemplematvAdams and tfr 
Gjddnes are the only two to have reached 
foe top of the world. . w . 

LONG ROUTE TO THE TOP f V 
It took Mr Hempleman-Adams 18 
years to complete the adventurers? 
grand slam. He Began bis quest as a 
holiday mountaineer at the age of 23/ 
fired by the enthusiasm of complet- : 

. big a Duke df Efohburgtt Gold -award. 
He started by dimbutg Mt McKinley 
in Alaska In 1980 (hiring a break from 
his post-graduate studies. 
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NEW AIWA MINI FOR UNDER £200 

The new range of Aiwa Mini Hi-Fis are packed with features. 
The NSX-S303 has a 3 disc multiplay CD player, a fuli logic twin 
cassette deck with feather touch controls and from under £200 
offers great value for money 
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Priest jailed for seven years 
for abuse at orphanage 


By Linus Gregoriadfc 


A CATHOLIC priest who 
abused children at an orphan- 
agfi was jailed for seven years 
yesterday. 

Father Eric Taylor, who 
abused boys as young as m. and 
then stood by as they were 
beaten by nuns for com plaining, 
was found guilty of 16 charges 
of indecent assault and two 
charges of buggeiy. 

During sentencing at War- 
wick Crown Court, Judge 
Marten Coates told 78-year-old 
Taylor: “For nearly seven years 
you were in a position of trust 
and authority at the home at 
ColeshilL 

“These homes had been set 
up to rescue the most vulnera- 
ble people in our society. 

“You told the jury ihe 
regime was harsh and boys 


were beaten in an unlawful 
manner. Not only did you do 
nothing about this, but you 
knew the fear of receiving such 
punishment meant that the 
boys were unlikely to complain. 

“Those few who did knew 
their complaints would not be 
believed and secure in that 
knowledge you indulged 
youiseK. 

"The lifelong damage you in- 
flicted has been seen during the 
course of this trial. The crust 
placed in you. you abused on a 
daily basis.” 

During the two-week trial 
the jury heard of a catalogue of 
offences at the Father Hudson's 
home in Coles hill, Warwick- 
shire. between 1957 and 1965. 

After the verdict, one jury 
member left the court in tears 
as it was revealed that Taylor 
had been previously been fined 
by magistrates for abusing four 


boys at his vicarage in Worces- 
tershire in 1975 

. Utyior, of Aston-by-Stone, 
Staffordshire, was jailed for 
seven years on the two counts 
of buggery and five yeare, to run 
concurrently, on the charges of 
indecent assault 

Now in their forties and 
fifties, the 16 victims who 
helped secure a conviction are 
only the tip of the iceberg, it is 
believed. 

At least two orphans who 
were at the home during Tay- 
lor's reign committed suicide, 
according to Warwickshire po- 
lice who have also revealed 
that 10 more former residents, 
had oome forward since the be- 
ginning of the triaL 

Victhns told how Taylor was 
“like a Pied FSper” who was 
revered at the orphanage, by 
nuns who admired his status as 
a former prisoner of war, and 


by young boys whom he would 
reward with cigarettes, money 
and sweets. 

Taylor, who spent four years 
in a war camp in Austria after 
being captured while serving 
with the Royal Navy during 
the Second World W&r, arrived 
at the home in 1957 after being 
ordained three years earlier. 

He would prey on young 
boys as they slept in their dor- 
mitories, the court, heard. 

Nuns at the orphanage 
would beat those who com- 
plained with belts, canes, wet 
rags and straps, it emerged and 
people who complained about 
Taylor’s activities would be 
forced to do chores. 

Taylor, who denied afl the 
charges, was found not guilty of 
two further charges of buggeiy 
and one charge of indecent 
assault 

The Roman Catholic 


Church last nigh l apologised to 
the priests’ victims. A joint 
statement issued by the Father 
Hudson Society and the Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese of Birm- 
ingham, read- "Wfe deeply regret 
the effect of Father Taylor's ac- 
tions and will offer counselling 
and ongoing support as appro- 
priate to those concerned." 

The Father Hudson Society 
has not operated residential 
homes since 1984 but runs a 
range of services including 
adoption, fostering, residential 
and day care for older people 
and those with disabilities. 

Judge Coates told Taylor 
“The boys came from all walks 
of life. You axe a disgrace to 
your cloth and the church-you 
proclaim. Your victims were 
□ot only young but they were 
helpless, you were the nearest 
thing they had to a father 
figure." 






k 






Eric Taylor arriving at Warwick Crown Court yesterday. The judge told him: *You are a 
disgrace to your doth and the church you proclaim’ Photograph: David Jones 

Football fans held in raids 

FOUR people were charged last night with public order of- 
fences after officers mounted dawn raids on suspected foot- 
ball hooli gans . Another eight people are also expected to be 
charged. Kent Ftolice said the raids on addresses in Kent, south- 
east London and Surrey followed violence at the Second Di- 
vision match between Gillingham and Fulham last month which 
left one fan dead. Eurostar train tickets to France during the 
World Cup were also seized in the operation. 

The men were arrested as part of a continuing inquiry into 
the killing of Fulham fan Matthew Fox, 24, from JPuriey, south 
London, near Gillingham's stadium on 28 March. They are 
due to appear before Medway magistrates in Kent on 26 May. . 
One man has already appeared in court charged with mur- 
dering Mr Fox outside the ground during clashes between 
"W ■■ groups of rival fans. 


Mardi Gra charges 


TWO brothers accused in connection with the string of Mar- 
di Gra bombings appeared in court yesterday. Ronald Rus- 
sell Pearce and Edgar Eugene Pearce are each charged with 
conspiring to possess home-made firearms with intent to en- 
danger life, conspiring to blackmail Barclays Bank and also 
conspiring to blackmail Sainsbnry. 

Ronald Pearce, 66, retired, from Chiswick, west London, 
was remanded in custody until 7 May when he appeared be- 
fore Horsefeny Road magistrates’ court in central London. 
His 60-year-old unemployed brother, also from Chiswick, 
was remanded in police custody for further questioning for 
48 hours. He is to reappear at Bow Street magistratesaxiurt 
tomorrow. Yesterday’s court appearance follows a police in- 
vestigation into 36 attacks since December 1994, mainly against 
branches of Barclays and Sainsbuiy in South-east England 

Tube strike goes ahead 

GUARDS on London Underground's Northern line are due 
to strike today and on Tuesday after last-minute talks aimed 
at resolving a jobs dispute ended in failure. Members of the 
Rail Maritime and Transport union have already staged two 
walkouts in recent weeks in a row over the treatment of dis- 
placed guards. The union said guards who have to change jobs 
because of the introduction of driver-only operated Tibe trains 
could have to travel up to four hours to a new job. 




The Open 
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Qualify to teach in 
Secondary Schools 
through 
part-time study 

Are you considering teaching as a career? Do you have a 
degree or are you about to get one? Then here is an 
established and award-winning programme from the 
Open University which leads to full recognition as a 
qualified teacher. 

The Open University Postgraduate Certificate in 
Education won a 1996 Queen’s Anniversary Prize for Higher 
and Further Education. The programme features: 

• courses for secondary teaching in Mathematics, Science, 
Design and Technology, English, History, Music and French; 

• part-time home-based study over eighteen months from 
February 1999 to July 2000, combined with- four blocks 
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• study guides, resource materials, video/audio cassettes 
and the use of information technology; 

• the loan of a personal computer, printer and modem; 

• support from an OU tutor and group study sessions; 

grants to cover the full course fees and the possibility 
of financial assistance for certain course^' 

Please return the coupon below for a copy of the PGCE 
prospectus. 

[complete and send this coupon to: "" TgsTm^ 

The Open University. PO Box 625, Miiton Keynes MK7 6AA. I 
U Please send me your PGCE prospectus. I 

O Tick here if you have contacted the ou in the past | 

\ Initials Surname { 

Address. 1 


J — —Postcode.^ 

I Tpl 

j _T Date of Biro — / /1 9 

| «J Hotline <24 Hour) Q870 B00 0305 

^Internet weteta:Jit^:£wvyw.open^c k/ou/study.html 
THE open universT^oTemomm 
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Camping out 


Thelatesi fcmzz word inside the upper echelons of the Gov- 

tenr * ~ a certahl &*&*»>& flair. The phrase is “big 
. . a ^ m l ^ )ere ’ s room enough in here for everyone, left 
nf a 04 * °W"- The phrase has, like so much 

Am ■ poetical gadgetry, been imported from 

° n J Vednesda y night, the “tent** was billowing at 
th °r 3ccr Allan s leaving party in 10 Downing Street, 

i nus there was room for both Rachel Whetstone, the for- 
mer special adviser to Tory Michael Howard, and Jane Bon- 
, f^ cr ’ l ^ e former director of communications for the 
LJOeral Democrats, plus all the predictable Labour faces. 
I ' 6 e j e,un S s *“8^ point came when the Prime Minster de- 
ered a speech that teased Allan about some of the less 
a tiering press stories that he had supposedly arranged. Pan- 
ora should caution the Labour spin doctors, however, be- 
ore they start flinging the “big lent” buzz word around loo 
recklessly. There is a popular old Australian slander which 
has also reached our shores, as in Julian Clary is as “camp 
as a row of tents.” 

Desert stories 

While we are on the subject of tents, the author of a new 
book entitled Escape to Hell and Other Stories composed 
all his fiction in a “writing tent” in the Libyan desert. 
Yes, Colonel Gaddafi has just brought out a new 
inspirational book in which people who live in cities are 
called “snails”, “worms” and “rats”. “Depart the city 
and flee to the village,” Gaddafi urges his readers, as if 
he is still living the nightmare of American bombers 
targeting his palaces in Tripoli. Still, nothing Gaddafi 
writes is as odd as the book's preface by American Pierre 
Salinger, who was once JFK’s press secretary and more 
recently has been running a campaign to convince the 
world that the TWA 800 was blown out of the sly by an 
errant US missile. According to Salinger Gaddafi has 
abandoned his support for terrorism and is uow as 
gentle as a lamb. Yes, and rats can By. 

Dummie speaks up 

What a freakish resemblance there is between our Leader 
of the Opposition and Chuck, the dummy of American ven- 
triloquist David Strassman, who has made a nam e for him- 


self by insulting Prince Charles and even h an is h m g his human 
master from the stage and performing solo. “Chuck chal- 
lenges authority.” says Strassman. “That’s a fantasy we all 
have." Surely William Hague could not have put it any more 
neatly. 

A change from nightwear 

Hugh Heftier, founder of Playboy, has finally been elected 
to the American Society or Magazine Editors’ Hall of 
Fame. Pandora can’t imagine why it took this long for 
Hef to reach this gleaming pinnacle of recognition. But 
the great man. “bunny” merchant and author whose 
finest hour stretched into years as he penned his 
interminable “Playboy Philosophy”, was very gracious in 
his acceptance speech. “It takes something special to get 
me out or my pyjamas,” he told his feUow editors. “And 
this is special." 

I’m sorry. I’ll say that again 

Most people who saw Boris Johnson on last week’s Have/ 
Got Nevis For You thought he acquitted himself renuutabiy 
well in the face of an embarrassing verbal offensive from 
Inn Hislop and Paul Merton. However, it does seem rather 
churlish of Johnson to reveal in the latest Spectator that most 
of the amusing “ad libs” in the highly successful programme 

are scripted in advance. Indeed Johnson compare his rev- 

elation to the Vm Doren TV quiz show scandal that shocked 
America in the Fifties. “The whole thing is a fix wires 
Johnson about HIGNFY, including the fact that Angus Deay- 
Lon is given the opportunity of repeating his lines over and 
£er in front of a prompted audience until he gets them ngbL 
Frankly. Pandora cannot believe there is a single viewer over 
of 12 who ever believed this “quiz” was anything 
tt /satirical stitch-up. Or are Spectator readers remark- 
ably naive? 

> Pandora 
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DAILY p oem 


At Kensal Green Cemetery 


By Peter Bland 
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Woman’s mur 



eal rejected 


By Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

A WOMAN convicted of mur- 
dering her former lover by poi- 
soning him with arsenic after he 
allegedly abused her for 12 
years had her appeal against a 
life sentence rejected yesterday. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed the attempt by Zoora 
Shah to have her murder con- 
viction reduced to manslaugh- 
ter or to have a retrial. 

There were screams and 
cries of “no" from Shah's 
daughters in the public gallery 
at the London court as the 
judges announced the decision. 

Women’s campaign groups 
had adopted the case as a fur- 
ther example of a woman dri- 
ven to kill because of violence, 
intimidation or sexual abuse by 
a husband or partner. They 
described the decision as a ma- 
jor setback in the fight against 
domestic violence. 

Shah, a raother-of-lhrce who 
had been abandoned by her 
husband, was convicted of the 
murder in 1992 of businessman 
Mohammed Azam, 47. She had 
arrived in England from Pak- 
istan for an arranged marriage 
as a teenager, but her husband 
abused and left her and she was 
befriended by Mr Azam. 

The prosecution claimed 
she killed Mr Azam, brother of 
one of Bradford's most promi- 
nent Muslim leaders, out of 
greed so she could take over his 
bouse. 

At her trial, the first in 


Driver 

averts 

train 

disaster 


By Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 


HUNDREDS of passengers on 
two trains had a narrow escape 
yesterday after the commuter 
services stopped within six feet 
of each other at a busy London 
station. 

Only the actions of a quick- 
thinking driver of a packed 
rush-hour train from Margate 
to Cannon Street ensured that 
no accident occurred. 

He was forced to hit the 
brakes when be realised be was 
on a collision course with an- 
other train bound for west Lon- 
don which was just leaving on 
the same track a few minutes 
before 9 am. 

A crash was averted but in 
the process one coach on the 
outbound train - leaving for 
Hayes - came off the track. 
Both trains involved were op- 
erating on Connex South East- 
ern rentes. 

Railtra ck - which owns sta- 
tions and track - insisted both 
trains were travelling “very 
slowly - at the most LStnph”. 
“Our information is that there 
were no injuries,” said a spokes- 
woman for the company. There 
were no repons of casualties. 

An investigation was 
launched immediately by the 
safety authorities, the train 
company and Rafltrack. 

Early reports suggested that 
one train had “jumped a signal” 
were denied by Rafltrack. 

“It wiB one of the things that 
will be looked at by the inves- 
tigators," said a spokesman for 
Railtrack. 

The incident caused long de- 
lays with services being severe- 
ly disrupted right into the 
evening rush-hour as engineers 
worked to get the derailed train 
back cm track. 

For most of the day, services 
ran outyf London Bridge sta- 
tion rather than Cannon Street 
- with, special shuttle trains 
running between the two ter- 
mini. 

Yesterday’s near-miss 
brought back memories of a se- 
rious accident at the station in 
January 1991, when a packed 
commuter train snashed into 
the buffers. Thro people were 
killed and hundreds injured. 

■ The Health and Safety Ex- 
ecutive yesterday published its 
official report into the crash in 
August 1996 at ^btford, Hert- 
fordshire, in which a woman 
passenger was killed- 

The report concluded that 
the die primary cause of the 
crash was a driver going 
through a red signal, and the 
executive urged Railtrack to 
examine thoroughly the ques- 
tion of trams passing stop sig- 
nals. 



Britain for 23 years to involve 
arsenic, Shah pleaded not guilty 
and declined to give evidence. 

At her appeal, however, she 
admitted twice poisoning mar- 
ried Mr Azam and claimed she 
did not initially tell the truth be- 
cause of shame at the sexual and 
physical abuse she says she suf- 
fered at his hands. She claims 
she gave him a large dose of ar- 
senic. bought in Pakistan, after 
her husband allegedly took a 
sexual interest in her daughters. 

Her barrister Edward 
Fitzgerald, QC, argued that 


new evidence showed that 
Shah, who is in her rokMOs, suf- 
fered from depressive illness 
and was not in hill control of her 
actions. He said the conviction 
was unsafe and should be set 
aside with a retrial ordered. 

Giving judgment yesterday. 
Lord Justice Kennedy. Mr Jus- 
tice Butterfield and Mr Justice 
Richards dismissed Shah's ap- 
plication for leave to appeal 
against the life sentence band- 
ed down at Leeds Crown Court 
in December 1993. 

Lord Justice Kennedy said 


they found Sbab “a most un- 
satisfactory witness, and her 
evidence to be not capable of 
belief”. 

He said that despite claims 
of abuse for many years, apart 
from a black eye, no one, in- 
cluding friends, doctors and 
the police, had reported any in- 
juries or had heard complaints 
from Sbab. 

A consultant psychiatrist, 
who had seen Shah on two oc- 
casions - one of them just be- 
fore her trial - said that 
deliberate fatal poisoning of 


adults was “not compatible" 
with significant clinical depres- 
sion. Evidence from other psy- 
chiatrists provided mixed 
conclusions. 

The judges ruled that it was 
“not necessary or expedient in 
the interests of justice” to re- 
ceive the fresh evidence and, 
without that further evidence, 
Shah’s appeal against conviction 
must fail. They also refused 
leave to appeal to the House of 
Lords. 

After the hearing Shah's 
daughter Naseem, 24, said the 


Women’s rights 
campaigners protesting 
outside the High Court 
yesterday in support of 
Zoora Shah (above) 
Photograph: James Horton 


family felt “total devastation" at 
the outcome. She added: “I 
have spoken to her lawyers and 
she is bearing up as well as pos- 
sible." Asked about her feeling? 
about British justice, she com- 
mente± “It stinks. It is unfair 
and it is unjust." 

The campaigning group, 
Southall Black Sisters, which has 
fought for Shah’s release, said: 
“We are very saddened and an- 
gry at today's judgment. Ji is a 
setback for all women who suf- 
fer domestic violence whatever 
their racial and cultural origins.” 
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Superschools are elitist and 
divisive, warn teachers 


By Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


HEADS and teachers yesterday 
attacked a new government 
scheme for beacon schools as 


Some heads questioned 
whether schools not named as 
beacons would be keen to take 

up the offer of help f rom their 
high-flying neighbours. 

Stephen Byers, the schools 
standards minister, announced 
£l-8m for 100 beacon schools 
which will spread good practice 
by training teachers and help- 
ing nearby schools improve 
their per fo rmance. They win be 
chosen from schools which have 
received exceptional praise 
from Ofsted inspectors. 

Nigel de Gruchy, general 
secretary of the National As- 
sociation of Schoolmasters 
Union of Women Teachers, 
said there was a danger that they 
would produce more social se- 


lection because most parents 
would want to send their chil- 
dren there and heads would re- 
' sort to selecting pupils by 
parental interview. “There is a 
danger that beacon schools will 
become the new social grammar 
schools, and the rest the new so- 
cial secondary moderns.’' 

Mr Byers said the aim was 
not to create an filite but to 
spread excellence. “These 
schools have already been iden- 
tified as performing very wdL 
Parents know that. What we 
want to do is to help all schools 
perform at this high leveL* 

He explained the plans ata 
conference in London for 176 
schools named for their out- 
standing perfonnanoe in the an- 
nual report by Chris Woodhead, 
chief inspector of schools. All 
will be a&ed to volunteer to be- 
come beacon schools. 

They will be given up to 
£50,000 to release good teach- 
ers to help visiting or new 


teachers on issues such as 
literacy, truancy and improving 
GCSE results. 

But some heads questioned 
whether there would be much 
enthusiasm for beacon schools’ 
services. 

Martin Roberts, head of the 
Cherwefl School, one of Ox- 
fordshire’s most successful 
comprehensives, which is to be 
inspected next spring and which 
is not among the 176, argued 
that the judgement of Ofoted 
and Chris ’Woodhead should not 
be taken too seriously. 

■ “A beacon school is going to 
be only marginally better than 
other schools. I would be very 
surprised if most schools and 
governors felt that anything 
veiy significant could be learned 
ty whizzing off to see what they 
are doing in another schooL For 
most schools I doubt whether a 
beacon school is going to 
amount to more than a few 
jokes in the pub.” 
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For Mum and Dad, 
three promises. 


Alan Symmonds,- head of 
Newbiggin Middle School in 
Newbiggm, Northumberland^ 
an area with high unemploy- 
ment in -a county with many 
small country schools, said he 
was always w3Kng to learn from 
good practice but questioned 
whether it would translate from . 
one area to another. “Would! 
say to my teachers in a difficult 
area that they might learn 
something if they go to a school 
where the children all arrive in 
Rolls- Royces? There is a cred- 
ibility problem.” 

The first beacon schools wifl. 
start hits autumn and their sta- 
tus will last for three years They 
will agree contracts with the 
Government which will specify 
their particular strengths. 

Mr Byers said^We believe, 
that a network of beacon 
schools shining forth across the 
country win show the way for- 
ward and raise standards for 
everyone." 



Class divide: Teachers worry that 'beacon 1 sdmob wW become social grammars with the rest neglected Ptxnograph: John. Voos 
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Pupils face 
new mental 
maths tests 


By Ben Russell 

Education Correspondent 




We promise you’ll save money on your 
phone bill. Or we’ll give you back double 
the difference. 


There are more important things in life than keeping an eye 
on the telephone bill. Which is why we promise we’ll save you 
money compared to BT (even if you’ve got Friends & Family 
and Premierline). Or we'll give you back double the difference.* 
It’s one less thing to worry about. Even if you've got daughters. 
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You can do it now. 


MORE THAN a million chil- 
dren across Britain will face 
tough national tests of their 
mental arithmetic for the first 
time next week New grammar 
tests for 14- year-olds axe also 
being piloted in a move which 
will please traditionalists. 

The 20 minute maths tests, 
to be sat by all 11- and 14-year- 
olds on TUesday, will be the first 
national assessment of chil- 
dren’s ability to deal with num- 
bers without the aid of pencil 
and paper. The tests, which 
were piloted last year, give chil- 
dren five, 10, or 15 seconds to 
answer each question on a tape 
sent to all schools. 

New English tests for 14- 
year-olds, being sent to a sam- 
ple of schools, will separate 
reading and writing to place 
more emphasis on traditional 
grammar. 

Dr Nick Thte, dhief executive 
of the Qualifications and Cur- 
riculum Authority, which 
administers the tests, also an- 
nounced a crackdown on exam 
fraud after a handful of schools 
were found to have broken the 
rules on testing last year. 

This year schools will be sub- 
ject to spot checks to ensure the 
exams are being properly ad- 
ministered. Officials wjU check 
around 2^000 schools, but officials 
insisted that only a handful of 
complaints had been received. 

DrTatesafcl: “There was very 
little evidence of abuse last year. 
But in so far as there were same 
cases, this undermines the cred- 
ibility of tests and it was impor- 
tant to take thh derisive action.” 


The sooner you switch to Cable & Wireless, the sooner you’ll 
start saving money. It’s easy. You don't even have to change 
your phone number.t And you can make all the arrangements 
now with one free phone call. 


Most allegations came from 
other schools which suspected 
their neighbours of malpractice. 
But out of 20,000 schools only 
30 reached the stage of a for- 
mal complaint to the QCA. Of ' 
those, 10 cases of malpractice 
were substantiated. ^ 

About 1.8 milli on pupils will 
be taking national tests for sev- 
en, 11 and 14-year-olds over the 
next two weeks. Seven-year- ' 
olds w31 sit tests in maths and 
English, while 11- and 14-year- 
olds will be tested in. maths, 
Eng lish and science. Tfeachers 
will also have to assess pupils in 
other subjects, like foreign lan- 
guages, history and geography.. 

The new grammar tests were 
launched after an analyssoflast 
year’s English results found' 
fundamental problems with 
spelling, grammar and punctu- 
ation. The new writing teats give 
children a series of tasks, such 
as writing a letter or writing a 
third person report of spoken 
English, designed to test 
whether youngsters can use re- 
ported speech, deal with tens- 
es, punctuate correctly or use 
the third person. 

Reading tests will test com- 
prehension, as well as requiring 
children to comment on sen- 
tence structure. 

Voluntary tests for eight, 
nine and 10 year olds have also 
been sent to schools. Officials 
said around 90 per cent of 
schools were expected to take 
them up. 

Results from a sample of 
10,000 test results will be used 
to create a survey of uational 
standards. Officials said there 
were no plans to make the vol- 
untary tests compulsory. 


TEN TO PUZZLE OVER. 
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These are the fort of questions M-year-ofds wiH have to answer. 
{Times in brackets shbw how long pupils re given to answer) - ' i 


You can chat as long as you like for just 50p. 


Every Saturday until the end of September 1998 all national calls 
cost no more than 50p, however long you tafle** And you 
automatically get 100 minutes of local evening calls free, every 
single month. They could come in very handy — because 
daughters do talk, don’t they? And you've only to call us free 
now to find out more. 


FreeCall 0800 056 8384 

What can we do for you? 


| ■ A television programme starts arten minutes to seventh lasts,. 
25 minutes. .At what time does the programme sec ^ 

onds) -. 

■ Subtract 100 from 6,003 (10 seconds) - .. -f, 

■ What Is one quarter of 32? ( fO seconds) . .' 

■ What is the cost of five cassettes at £1.99 each? ''(^Seconds)' 

■ A bag of oranges costs £1.49. How many bags coJf you buy" 

with £J0? (15 seconds) . VM- 

M Multiply 3. 06 by 1,000 (10 seconds) • ; 7 

■ Multiply 0.2 by 30(10 seconds) j| _ 

■ A square has a perimeter of 20 metres. What fegpe area of 

the square? (B seconds) ; 

■ The price of a boat ticket goes up from fi to £&. Whar fa 

the percentage Increase? (15 seconds) M 

■ Thirteen cot of 20 people had brown eyes. W|#percentM 
of people had brown eyes? (fO seconds) \ 
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Remembrance Sraiici: 

50 Years of the i 
Palestinian ‘nakba’ (tra^jdy) 

Saturday 2nd May 1998 f 

ai Westminster CathldrI 
Ambrosden Avenue, London s*1P 1QJ 

2.30 - 3.45pm f 

Preacher: * 

Reverend Canon Naim Aieek (Jerusalem) 
Members of all faiths and tradiiioAwelcome 
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Auditors get new 
powers to study 
royals* spending 


It's a funny old world: Friends gather to pay tribute to the creator of Dear Bill 


By Fran Abrams 

Correspondent 


GOVERNMENT spending 
watchdogs are to be given in- 
crease d access to the royal ac- 
counts, it was anno unce d last 
night. 

In future the National Au- 
dit Office will be able to exam- 
ine accounts on how public 
grants for Royal Palaces and 

transport are spent The palaces 

wfll reoe/ve an annual grant of 
£l5.8m this year, while Royal 
Transport cost the pnblic purse 
£2xn in 1996-97. 

The Department of Media, 
Culture and Sport has reluc- 
tantly agreed to more open ac- 
cess under pressure from the 
House of Commons Public Ac- 
counts Committee. 

The committee had com- 
plained that it had no open ac- 
cess to the books and that this 
prevented full scrutiny of how 


the public money was spent 
One member, the Labour MP 
Alan Williams, had been re- 
fused information on subsidised 
accommodation for royal em- 
ployees and pensioners. 

Although Set John Bourn, 
who beads the NAO, wflj still 
have to ask the department for 
the information he wants, it is 
expea ed that in future he will 
always receive iL Yesterday Sir 
John described the announce- 
ment as ‘‘important and wel- 
come." He said: “I look forward 
to a close working relationship 
with the relevant department 
and the officials of the Royal 
Household." 

Mr W illiams also declared 
himself happy with the agree- 
ment, though he added that 
there was still no access to de- 
tails of the Civil List. 

“This is a much more posi- 
tive position. In the past there 
has been a rather deferential 


Forest sales 
under fire 


By Anthony Bevins 

Fblrtical Editor 


THE Forestry Commission is 
criticised today for the way it 
sold off 66,000 hectares of prop- 
erty— a year after the new Gov- 
ernment bolted the gate on 
further large-scale sales. 

A report from the National 
Audit Office said that the com- 
mission had “not completely" 
established sound strategies for 
selecting forests for disposal, or 
assessed the costs and benefits 
of disposal decisions. 

It also criticised the com- 
mission’s decision to delegate 
privatisation decisions to local 
offices^ saying it risked mis s ing 
“opportunities to maximise effi- 
ciency savings arising from 
rationalisation of the forest 
estate at a national level". 

But it was not dear from the 
report whether Sir John Bourn, 
the Comptroller and Auditor 
General, felt the blame lay with 
the commission or Malcolm 
Rifldnd, the former Secretary of 
State for Scotland who ordered 
a 100,000-hectare privatisation 
in 1989 in the hope of raising 
£150m by the end of the century. 

Sales were suspended on 19 
March 1997, with the calling of 
the last general election, by 
which time the commission had 
sold off 65,674 hectares and 
raised £75m of the £1 50m target 

Since the election, the com- 
mission planned to raise £20m 
from the completion of sales 
that were in the pipeline when 
the election was called, but the 
new Government has since im- 
posed a moratorium on further 
large-scale forest sales, in line 
with its manifesto commitment. 

This year, the commission 


hopes to raise another £25m 
from a sale of surplus assets, 
mostly “from the previously 
agreed surrender of leasehold in- 
terest in a relatively small piece 
of land approved for bousing de- 
velopment, with the balance 
from sale of buildings, bare land 
and small isolated blocks of for- 
est which contribute little to the 
commissiod's objectives”. 

That leaves the co mmis sion 
with a 1.1m -hectare estate, 
worth £1.56bn, of which 850,000 
hectares are planted with trees. 
But as further large-scale sales 
from that estate are now blocked 
by the Government, toda/s re- 
port will have no bearing on any 
future Government action. 

However, the report does 
suggest Tbry ministers gave the 
commission conflicting instruc- 
tions. which meant that there 
was a difficulty over maintain- 
ing public access to some of the 
forest land that was sold o ft 

The commission took legal 
advice in April 1989, before Mr 
Rifldnd issued his final privati- 
sation order, suggesting that it 
could grant leases on land, with 
enforceable conditions requiring 
tenants to allow public access. 

But Sir John's auditors were 
told by the commission that they 
had no alternative but to make 
freehold sales. “They told us 
that they Deeded to scdl the free- 
hold in order to comply with 
ministerial directions. 

“They also considered that, 
the costs associated with retain- 
ing management responsibility 
for leased land, undertaking 
complex conveyancing of leases 
and enforcing lease conditions, 
would not lead to the efficiency 
benefits expected, from ratio- 
nalisation being achieved.” 


Fury over paedophile's escape 


paedophile campaign- 
icted angrily yesterday 
convicted child-sex of- 
escaped on aq, escorted 
a swimming 
id Marker, 62, been 
! secure hospital since 
fter he was convi%d of 

at assault, thoughts be 
zen-year-old girL Babe 
on the loose after 
ray from two guards’ 
m Moss leisure centre 
safl. Manchester o: 
lay. 

ip was p&t of a reha- 
pfpgrarome preparing 

»bfe released £&k into the 

fi^arOTen^Healtli 

Mfentol H^tferibuoal 


had sanctioned his conditional 
discharge after hearing evi- 
dence that he represented no 
danger to the public. 

But Julie Roberts from Para- 
sol, a group campaigning for 
stricter anti-paedophile laws, 
said the situation was a “fence”. 

-It is an absolute disgrace 
they were even thinking of let- 
ting him out ... 

“Anybody, male or female, 
that has abused a child should 

be locked away for good." - 

Peter Garsden, frow 

bester-based paedophile me®- 
--g group Abuse Watch, 
L - “We are extremely cqfe- 
aed for the parents of any 

| in the coinmwHty 
cou lifall prey to this maa.~£ 
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view of the Palace instead of a 
recognition that this is tax-pay- 
ers' money," he said. 

David Davis, the committee 
chairman and Conservative MP 
for Haltemprice and Howden, 
said there should be trans- 
parency and accountability 
wherever taxpayers’ money was 
spent. 

“With tbc new arrangements 
the public will be able to have 
confidence that their money is 
being spent efficiently and wise- 
ly.” he said. 

The committee has also 
asked for open access to the ac- 
counts of Camclot, the firm 
which runs the National Lottery, 
of housing assoria lions and on 
legal aid. 



John Bird and Jonathan Miller at the memorial service for the satirist John Wells at St PauPs Church, Covent Garden Photograph: Neville Elder 


LIKE TO BE A GUINEA PIG 
IN THE LARGEST FOOD 
EXPERIMENT OF ALL TIME? 

CHANCES ARE YOU’RE 
ONE ALREADY. 


If you launched a new drug it would have to pass stringent medical 
tests and be subjected to extensive clinical trials for years. 

If you launched a food with scientifically modified genes you’d have to 
go through the same proqessas well... wouldn’t you ? 


fell, no! 


Genetically modified have 

lilar te: 


launched on 
ch. 


>rld without 


And the truth Jgjffot even the scientifts#ffiffiSel%^ don't knovf$yhat 

the long tens, effects mifSt bi 


Si*- 1 


How< 


’s likely that you’re 
modified ingn 


The (jpb^m is thai 
haven’t bee! 


fth 


ing food containing 
:hout knowing it. 

"harder and harder to 
genetically modified 


:e crops 
ieties. 


;e, most supS^piarkets are unable tOJfve their 
customers a choice. 
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FROM TODAY ICI 
WITHOUT ANY Gl 


jNot us though!: 
fNLABI 


OD WILL BE MADE 
IED INGREDIENTS. 




Finding ingredients that havenT^BHIlampered with has been hard 
work but we believe it’s worth it. If you do too, then write to your 
local food supermarkets and your MP to let them know. 

If you're curious or concerned we have information leaflets in all our 
stores or you can call our Hotline on 0990 133373 
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Brown 
paves the 
way for 
the euro 


By Colin Brown 

Chief fbIrtjeaJ Correspondent 

GORDON BROWN yester- 
day gave the clearest signal so 
far that he wants Britain to join 
the European single currency 
when he told MFs be will pub- 
lish a national change-over plan 
this year for Britain to adjust to 
the start of the euro. 

Underlining the Treasury's 
support for the euro, Margaret 
Beckett, the President of the 
Board of Trade, and trade min- 
ister Lord Simon are to head a 
campaign called Britain Prepar- 
ing for Europe to hi g hli g ht ihe 
preparations the UK is making 
for the changeover to the euro 
from 1999. 

Although Britain will not 
join in the first wave, Mr 
Brown left no doubt in the 
Commons that he is keen to do 
so, while keeping to the for- 
mula agreed with Tony Blair 
last year, for Britain's entry af- 
ter 1999 providing joining the 
euro is in Britain’s economic in- 
terests and there is agreement 
in the Cabinet, in Parliament, 
and a “yes" vote in a referen- 
dum. 

In the meantime, he told 
MPs he would not let Britain be 
left behind when the euro is 
started. 

“I am determined to ensure 
that Britain will continue to be 
the best place in Europe to de- 
velop business opportunities 
after 1999,” he said. 

“In or out of the euro, 
preparing for the introduction 
of the euro is of vital impor- 
tance. The Government is 
working closely with business to 
ensure that when the euro ar- 
rives in 1999, business will be 
able to use it in the UK from 
1999." Mr Brown added. 

Firms will be able to use the 


euro in dealing in company ac- 
counts, in company taxes and 
the UK banking system. Focal 
and national businesses as well 
as international financial mar- 
kets will be able to trade in the 
euro in the UK, he said. 

The drive to the euro wQl be 
stepped up today when Britain 
will vote in favour of the es- 
tablishment of the euro by II 
European countries, led by 
Fraoce and Germany, at a 
European finance ministers 
(Ecofin) council, which the 
Chancellor will chair, in 
Brussels. 

The European finance min- 
isters will also agree a detailed 
timetable for the introduction 
of lax and spending rules for the 
1 1 countries who are to join the 
euro to reinforce the stability 
pact for the single currency. 

Britain will emphasise the 
need for strict policing of the 
disciplinary rules, which in- 
cludes automatic fines on coun- 
tries with excessive debts, but it 
will go further by backing eco- 
nomic reform. 

Treasury sources said the 
Chancellor was pleased with the 
shift to the agenda for job cre- 
ation inside Ecofin. “A year ago 
we were arguing about whether 
the euro was going to be round, 
square or triangular. 

“Now they are talking about 
things like the creation of jobs 
and the economic environment, 
which we have been campaign- 
ing for since we arrived.’’ said 
a source. 

In complete contrast to Mr 
Brown, Peter Liiley, the Con- 
servative spokesman on Trea- 
sury affairs, warned against 
Britain supporting the launch of 
a soft euro currency “pushing 
Ihe pound even higher, hitting 
exports even harder and driving 
manufacturing into recession". 
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New Labour, new blood: Margaret McDonagh (left), who is set to become Labour’s first woman general secretary 


Photograph: John Voos 


Sawyer makes way for new generation 


By Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


LABOUR is set to appoint its 
first woman general secretary 
after the resignation yesterday 
of its general secretary, Tbm 
Sawyer. 

The announcement that 
Mr Sawyer was to step down 
after four years and the like- 
lihood that he wQl be replaced 
by his deputy, Margaret Mc : 
Donagh, mark another sym- 
bolic step for the new Labour 
hierarchy. 

Although Mr Sawyer has 
been a loyal general secretary, 
he came originally from a 
trade union background and 
was at one stage regarded as 
left wing. 


Ms McDonagh, who is 36, 
is seen as new Labour to the 
core even though she was at 
one time a researcher for the 
electricians’ union. 

In a statement yesterday Mr 
Sawyer said that the party 
needed a new generation of of- 
ficials to win a second term for 
Labour. 

It is thought likely that Mr 
Sawyer wilJ be made a life peer. 

He said he had made it 
dear when he became gener- 
al secretary that he would re- 
sign after the general election. 

“I have helped with the 
transition from opposition to 
government, moved our head- 
quarters to Mill h ank and in- 
troduced a new management 
structure for the party," Mr 
. Sawyer said. 
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It’s reliable Internet 

because it’s 

BT Internet 


As a major Internet Service Provider, BT Internet, 
(supporting K56 flex" , and X2~)*, offers reliable and 
fast connections with excellent network capacity. 

Our download times are also fast and our software 
easy to install. And getting on-line couldn’t be simpler 
- our free CD ROM tutorial will guide you step-by-step. 
Should you need advice, we’ve a 24 hour, seven day 
a week Customer Helpline. 

With thousands of customers joining every week, 
BT Internet is one of the fastest growing ISPs, making 
daily inv e stme n t s to develop and improve the network. 


Wie offer two pricing packages to suit you. 

Ran 180 aHows you to try BT Internet for just £4.70 
a month (inc. VAT), including three hours Internet 
access and you' own e-mail address. Plan Unlimited 
(£11.75 inc. VAT per month) allows you unlimited 
access, five e-mail addresses and 5mb of web space. 

Both modem and ISDN connections to BT Internet 
are available at the same price. What’s more, BT 
internet software includes Microsoft IE4. 

Deal with someone you can count on. Connect with 
BT Internet today. 



To cei your Tee so?! ware 

cal! Freefone 0800 800 001 now 


BT Internet 

vvww. bt i ntern et.com 


“This is the right time for 
me to move on." 

Mr Sawyer will, place his 
resignation before the Labour 
Party's National Executive 
Committee at its meeting on 
26 May. 

A former trade union 
leader, he became general 
secretary in 1994 at Tony 
Blair’s request. 

Last night Mr Blair de- 
scribed him as “one of the 
finest general secretaries in the 
party’s history." 

“He has been a loyal col- 
league and friend. 1 shall miss 
his advice and judgement, but 
I know be wifi put his consid- 
erable skills and qualities to 
good use in other roles for 
many years to come.” 

Mr Sawyer, 54, came to 



Tom Sawyer: Is thought 
likely to be made a Bfe peer 

Labour Party politics through 
the trade union movement He 
joined in 1968 after beginning 
his working life as an appren- 


tice engineer in Darlington. 

Later he became a full-time 
organiser with the public sec- 
tor union Nupe, then moving 
to London as deputy general 
secretary under Rodney Bick- 
erstaffe. 

In 1987, he became chair of 
Labour’s home policy com- 
mittee, and tty 1990 was chair 
of the party. 

He was involved in the 
expulsion of Militant from 
Labour and supported John 
Smith’s highly controversial 
reforms on one-member one- 
vote. 

Mr Sawyer still has six 
months’ notice to work out. 
Party officials expect him to 
stay in post until after this 
year’s annual conference in 
Blackpool. 


ELE CTION spending^ each 
political party shouM^Saa^ 
ed to £2m - abouf afedfo#: 
what Labour and tfe&TbtieS; 
spent last year - the iadejjig^ 

dent MP Martin Befl&kryes-.; 
terday, writes 

Mr Bell told the Ne31iiKgwy 
into political fund in g that <&■;' 
nations should be limited ^)! 
£20,000 to end an “atnsrac*^ 
of political spending. - .;- 
“I trust that the necessary ib- 
forms will take accountdCtho 
little platoons as well asihe big 
battalions," said the MP, who.' 
defeated tire former Cobseiye 
alive MP Neil Harmkon at Utf- 
ton last May. 

Mr Bell said small donations 
helped to enhance the dem oc- 
ratic process by gettmgpeople 
involved, while large ' donors 
were often trying to boy. access 
to the deciricra-making process. 

In his own campaign he had 
limited donations to £100 each, 
he said, and in some cases he 
had to return larger payments. 

“On the first day I received 
two cheques for £4,300 ad- 
dressed to trie personally. I 
could have gone off to the Ba- 
hamas there and then. But 1 sent 
them back and later received 
two cheques for £100,” be said. 

“I got a contribution of £1 
from a nine-year-old boy. That 
boy was putting his lakh in me, 
and I think that’s very helpful to 
the democratic process;” he said 
There was no difficulty in 
raising the £8,000 election ex- 
penses. “People were sending 
me money and I didn't want ft. 
We put it in a separate account 
and at the end of my term it will 
be distributed to local darbies." 

After the election, it was re- 
vealed that Mr Bell’s legal ex- 
penses of £9,400 had been paid 
by Labour and the Liberal De- 
mocrats. He said he' had as- 
sumed the advice was given free, 
but when the payment became 
public he paid the bill himself. 

The committee also heard 
claims by the BBC journalist 
Micbael Crick that Labour 
might have spent as modi as 
£250,000 in winning last year’s 
Wirral Sooth tty-election. 
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Christie’s to auction 
rare first edition of 
‘Canterbury Tales’ 


By Kate Watsan-Smytti 


A FIRST edition copy of 
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 
tbe first book to be printed in 
England, is expected to raise 
at least £500,000 when it is 
auctioned in July. 

The book was printed in 
1477 by 'William Caxtoo at his 
workshop in Westminster 
Abbey and only 12 copies are 
known to exist. 

This edition is the last re- 
maining copy in private hands 
and was acquired by William, 
4th Earl Fitzwilliam at an 
auction of books at Christie's 
in March 1776. 

It wfll be auctioned with 
other books and works of art 
belonging to the trustees of 
Oifve, Countess fitzwilliam, 
of Wentworth Woodhouse, 
Yorkshire. 

The collection was started 
by Thomas Wentworth, Earl 
of Stratford, who died in 1641, 


and added to by his descen- 
dants. Christies, which is 
handling the auction, said it 
was one of the country’s most 
important collections. 

The sale tnchulgg a paint- 
ing by Stubbs and a VhnDyck 
portrait which is expected to 
fetch around £3m. 

Lord Htndlip, tbe chair- 
man of Christie’s said: “This 
is one of die most important 
collections of works of art to 
be offered at auction since the 
celebrated sales of works of 
art Grom Houghton in 1994 
and from the Bote family col- 
lection in 1996. 

“The proceeds of the sale 
wiD protect the future of the 
family and the remainder of 
the collection, one of the most 
important in private hands in 
this country, 7 ' 

The Wentworth famil y has 
had the land at Wen tw orth 
Woodhoose since the 13tfa 
century 



Rare volume: The first edition copy of Canterbury Tales which will be auctioned in the summer Photograph: Philip Meech 
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value 


you 
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this 


weekend 


What a marvellous May holiday 
weekend offer from Tiny. 


We've taken £200 off two 
of our best-selling, feature- 
packed PC systems... and you 
still don’t have to pay a penny 
until May 19991 


HOME ENTERPRISE PLUS SYSTEM 

Our most popular system which comes 
with high-spec multi-media, great sound 
and a colour printer. 


Intel Pentium* u Processor 
300 MHz 


64MB FAST SDRAM 


6.4GB Ultra DMA IDE Hard 
Disk Drive 


Voice Fax/Modem 
56Kbps with 
Free BTLineOne 
Internet Access 





Both of these advanced systems 
also come with an outstanding 
software free bonus package - 
worth over £820. This includes 
top Microsoft titles, Dorfing 
Kindersley educational software 
and stunning AGP games. 


• IB' SVGA Colour Monitor 

• AH 4MB Xpert XL Pro AGP Card 

• 32 Speed Max CD ROM Dnve 

• Wavetable 32 3D Integrated 
Sound plus ISO Watt PMFO 
Speakers 


Epson Stylus 300 
Colour Printer 


pentium* JJ 




• Over £820 
of Microsoft 
and Other 
Software 
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Windows 95 £ 


ms £139% 
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The Home Entertainment 
System even has the very latest 
DVD technology with awesome 
graphics and movie capability. 




OVER £820 OF 
SOFTWARE INCLUDED 


HOME ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM 

Enter the amazing world of Home Entertainment with this flexible 
DVD/TV System from firry - The powerful PC that is also a TV. 


Choose one this weekend 
whilst you have the chance. 
You won’t find better value. 



>THER SYSTEMS 
IRT FROM 



Only Tiny gives you sgg| 
the outstanding >88 
software you want T® 
and need for your ;^0 
PC (complete > r -3B I 
with back-up 
disks)... latest 
Microsoft titles, 

Doiling Kindersley a aw 

educational software, 

AGP games, 

plus - in the Horne 1 ^-^ 
Entertainment 
System - 2 state- 
of-the-art DVD movies. 


• Intel Pentium® H Processor 
300 MHz 

• 64MB FAST SDRAM 

• 6.4GB Ultra DMA IDE Hard 
Disk Drive 

• 15’ SVGA Colour Monitor 

• AH 4MB Xpert XL Pro AGP Card 


DVD ROM Drive end DVD 
Software 


TV Tuner with Teletext 


Wavetable 32 3D Integrated 
Sound 


Over £850 of Microsoft and 
Other Software 


500 Watt PMPO Sub Wbofer 
& 2 Satellite Speakers 


■Jumanji' & 'Space Jam’ on 
DVD ROM 


Windows 95 


VOee Fax/Modem 56K bps with 
Free BT UneOne Internet Access 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION FREEPHONE 
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HOME ENTERPRISE PLUS SYSTEM 

PC cash price £1440.55 (me delivery £27 +VAT @ 17.5%). Pay whole 
balance on or before due payment date interest free. Alternatively, 
pay 36 monthly payments of £70.35. Total amount payable £2532.60. 
APR 26.9%. Interest is calculated from day one of agreement 
Written quotations upon request Finance subject to status. 
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THE BIGGEST PC MANUFACTURER IN THE HIGH STREET 


TINY COMPUTERS LIMITED. REDHIU. BUSINESS PARK, BONEHURST ROAD, SALFOGDS, REDHILL, SURREY RH1 5YB. 

FAX 01293 822 514. www.tirrycomp.co.uk 

All trademarks acknowledged. All prices and manufacturers specifications are subject to change without notice. Please check avafiabflity before ordering. 
Goods are offered tor *sl3 rybjec: to standard conditions of sale available on request- E&OE. Intel Inside Logo and Pentium are regstered trademarks, 
and Mmx Is a trademark of the Intel Corporation Tinv Compuwre United s part oftfw ot ^oup. Prices exclude defiveryt- 
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witness 


for 5 years 


A VITAL witness to the murder 
of Stephen Lawrence was not 
asked to provide an artist’s im- 
pression of his attackers for five 
years, he said yesterday. 

He was amazed to receive a 
telephone call from the police 
last month asking him to do an 
E-fit - a computer-enhanced 
impression. 

But Roy Westbrook told the 
public inquiiy into Stephen 
Lawrence's death that, after 
'speaking to an expert at Scot- 
land Yard, he was told it was loo 
late to be any good. 

Mr Westbrook said he was 
told his description was now 
likely to be “recognition rather 
than recollection”. 

He said he was not ap- 
proached in 19 93 when he saw 
a gang of white youths stab the 
black 18-year-old student near 
a bus stop in Eltham, south 
London. 

But a few hours after being 
told he would be needed as a 
witness to the public inquiry in 
London, Mr Westbrook, a sup- 
port worker for people with 
learning difficulties, said be 
had a number of messages 
about a photofit on his an- 
swering machine. 

*1 found it very puzzling” he 
told the inquiry in south Lon- 
don. “I spoke to someone at 
Scotland Yard about it and was 
told it would.be recognition 
rather than recollection. It was 
far too late.” 

Mr Westbrook said he saw 
Stephen Lawrence and his 
friend Dowane Brooks being 
chased along the road by a 
group of white youths. 

They surrounded Stephen 
and attacked him. 

“He was swallowed up by the 
weight of the boys and forced 
to the ground," he added. 

A man standing at the bus 
stop had commented that “be 
got a good pasting, didn't he? 



Lawrence: Photofit .‘too late* 


It was probably because he was 
black". 

He was later asked to go to 
identity parades bat left after 
waiting at the police station for 
nine hours. 

He and other witnesses had 
been left for long periods to talk 
to each other and a woman be- 
came flustered after being 
asked for her address. - 

Another witness, Joseph 
Shepherd, the inquiiy was told, 
went to one identity parade but 
had refused to do any others af- 
ter an inspector called out his 
name. 

Inspector Laurence Slone 
said he used the name to iden- 
tify the witness. He said: “It was 
behind dosed doors and it was 
in a conversational voice. If the 
suspect did hear the name, 
then 1 regret that.” 

No one has been convicted 
of Stephen Lawrence’s murder. 
Neil Acourt, 21, Gary Dobson, 
21, and Luke Knight, 20, were 
cleared of the murder at the Old 
Bailey in 1996. The case against 
David Norris, 20, and Jamie 
Acourt, 19, never came to triaL 

The inquiry will sit again on 
Tuesday. 


Ministers in rift 
over Dounreay 
nuclear shipment 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


MARGARET Beckett and 
Robin Cook were involved in a 
furious row before the Gov- 
ernment agreed to accept a 
fore-kilogram shipment of en- 
riched uranium from Georgia 
for reprocessing and disposal at 
the Dounreay plant in Scotland, 
it emerged last night. 

The disclosure of a ministe- 
rial split undermined the at- 
tempts by Downing Street to 
smooth over the secret deal be- 
tween Tbny Blair and US Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton for Britain to 
take the shipment to avert the 
risk of it falling into wrong 
hands. 

The President of the Board 
of Trade and the “green" min- 
ister at the Department of 
Trade and Industry. John Bat - 
tic, blocked on “at least a dozen 
occasions” plans to ship en- 
riched uranium for reprocess- 
ing, it was confirmed by 
Whitehall sources. 

“Margaret and John took a 
very principled stand on this 
one. We were fed up with the 
Foreign Office saying: “We are 
the ones with an ethical foreign 
polity and die DTI is unethicaL,” 
one senior source said. 

The disclosure that the two 
ministers refused to sanction the 
shipment - which took place 
without incident seven days 
ago - is likely to strcngihen 
protests in Scotland over the de- 
cision to accept shipments from 
the former Soviet republic. 

It emerged yesterday that the 
deal came dose to collapse. Se- 
nior DTI figures were angry at 
what they saw os both an at- 
tempt to pass the buck and “eth- 
ical posturing" hv the Fbreign 
Office. 

After being first raised in 
late summer, the proposal was 
not agreed by DTI ministe rs un- 
til shortly before the turn of 
the year. 


The ministers eventually 
agreed to sign the licence only 
on condition that the Foreign 
Office would take any political 
flak from -the announcement 

Questions about the ship- 
ment when news leaked in 
Washington, were bandied last 
week by the Foreign Office, and 
the Foreign Office minister, 
Doug Henderson, dealt with an 
emergency statement in the 
House. 

The trade ministers also 
signed because they were fear- 
ful that a separate deal they 
were brokering to bail out 
British coal min es might not win 
foil cabinet backing if they dug 
in over the nuclear issue. 

But the ministers were un- 
happy at being pressurised by 
Mr Cook and his officials to 
overturn its principle that no nu- 
clear material would 'be re- 
processed unless if -was later 
returned to its country of origin. 

Downing Street continued to 
insist yesterday that it was 
agreed through the “appropri- 
ate cabinet committee in the 
usual way", 

Mr Battle said: “Questions 

have always to be asked as pol- 
icy is prepared but' there is no 
doubt that accepting this fuel 
contributes to international nu- 
clear non-proliferation. I think 
this was the right decision. 

“I am absolutely convinced 
it is in safe hands at Dounreay. 
It is much safer there than any- 
where else in the world.” 

A senior Foreign Office 
spokesman said: “It was the 
Government’s decision to do 
what w e did. > 

“It Was a government deci- 
sion in which the Prime Minis- 
ter was close# involved and 
which followed consultations 
with the Americans and other 
ptfrtbers over* long period. 

"It really | not helpful or ac- . 
curate to pcjtray this in terms 
of a divisioAetween two gov* 
emmeni detriments. This is a 
govemmenfcerision." 
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MMR study dismisses fears as groundless 


By Jeremy Lam*™* 

Health Editor 


A . M f J p R study of children 

ha< ? triple MMR vac- 
cine arainc/ 


n.K^n ujuiuus ana 

njbella has found no evidence 
of a link with bowel disease and 
autism. 

™ V ' C confidence in the 
5?®* vaccine was severely 
dented two months ago when 
searchers at the Royal Free 
Hospital. London, published a 


study of 12 children with bow- 
el disease and autism in the 
Lancet which suggested there 
might be a connection with the 
vaccine. 

In some areas of the coun- 
try, up to 25 per cent of parents 
refused permission for their 
children to have the triple vac- 
cine, which is normally given in 
the second year of life, after one 
of the researchers. Dr Andrew 
Wikefield, recommended that 
it should be split into its com- 


ponent parts and given sepa- 
rately to reduce the shock to the 
developing immune system. 

A subsequent meeting of 
37 scientists brought together by 
the Medical Research Council 
at the request of Sir Kenneth 
Caiman, the Government’s 
Chief Medical Officer con- 
cluded there was no reason to 
change current vaccination 
practice. However, parents have 
continued to refuse MMR and 
the health department is con- 


sidering an advertising cam- 
paign to restore public confi- 
dence. 

Now scientists in Finland 
have found further evidence for 
the safety of the vaccine. Re- 
searchers from Helsinki Uni- 
versity traced children who 
received the vaccine over 14 
years between 1982 and 1996. 
Around 3 million doses of vac- 
cine were given but there were 
no cases of autism or any sim- 
ilar syndrome. 


The researchers, who pub- 
lish their findings in tomorrow’s 
Lancet, found 31 children de- 
veloped symptoms such as 
fever, diarrhoea and vomiting 
within 15 days of the vaccina- 
tion but most recovered within 
a week. A one-year-old boy had 
diarrhoea for six weeks but he 
recovered and was healthy six 
years later. 

The researchers conclude 
that “over a decade's effort to 
detea all severe adverse events 


associated with MMR vaccine 
could find no data supporting 
the hypothesis that it would 
cause pervasive developmental 
disorder [autism] or inflam- 
matory bowel disease." 

The Royal Free study is 
challenged in a second series of 
letters in the Lancet Dr David 
Walker, of the department of 
public health medicine at 
Durham health authority, de- 
scribes the association between 
the vaccine and the diseases as 


“anecdotal reporting of a biased 
sample”. He says h is “poor sci- 
ence which has no place in a 
peer-reviewed journal”. 

Defending his decision to 
publish. Dr Richard Hoiton, ed- 
itor of tbeLancet, said: “The de- 
scription of what seems to be a 
new syndrome and its relation 
to possible environmental trig- 
gers was original. Peer review 
confirmed that the paper mer- 
ited publication.” He added 
that “other investigators must 


urgently seek to confirm or re- 
fute" the findings. The Finnish 
researchers are the first to do so. 

Sir Kenneth Caiman has 
ruled out making the three vao 
ones available separately to 
parents who requested them on 
the grounds that it would be 
“bad medicine." It would mean 
children having three injec- 
tions instead of one and exposed 
them to the risk of going for two 
years without at least one vac- 
cine during a critical period. 


‘Desperate 
bid' to shift 


’ E.coli meat 


By Charles Arthur 

Saerce and Technology Edrtor 


A LEADING Scottish food 
chain mourned a desperate 
mission lo dear potentially 
deadly food from its shelves 
after receiving incorrect advice 
from the butcher at the centre 
of an E.coli food poisoning 
scare, an inquiry beard 
yesterday. 

After hearing media reports 
of a food poisoning scare at an 
old people's home, John 
Skedzieleuski, fresh food con- 
troller for the food chain Scot- 
mid, called John Barr, the 
Lanarkshire butcher at the cen- 
tre of an E.coli food poisoning 
scare, on Sunday morning, 24 
November 19%. But Mr Barr 
reassured him that there was 
nothing ii» worry about be- 
cause he only supplied the 
chain with sausages, not cooked 
meat. 

In theory, cooked meat 
poses a greater risk of causing 
food poisoning than uncooked 
sausages, because the cooking 
process should kill off any 
harmful organisms. But 
contaminated cooked meat 
would pose a serious risk to 
consumers. 

Giving evidence to the fatal 
accident inquiry into the 
E.coli 0157 outbreak, Mr 
Skedzieleuski said: “I phoned 
Mr Barr and asked him what the 
situation was. He said this was 
nothing to do with us, there was 
no problem. It was just cooked 
meat, and he did not supply us 
with cooked meat-" 

He said Mr Barr bad sound- 
ed “upset" during the tele- 
phone conversation, and had 
told him he had withdrawn 
cooked meat from sale at his 
own premises. The outbreak 
was the worlds worst Ecoli out- 
break : 21 elderly people died. 

Mr Skedzieleuski later 
arranged with fellow staff to 
telephone round eveiy Scotmid 
store that was open that Sunday 
to remove all John Barr sausage 
paxhicts from their shelves - as 
these were the only Barr prod- 


ucts he believed they had. 

On Monday, other Scotmid 
stores were told to follow suit. 
But Mr Skedzieleuski was told 
by environmental health offi- 
cials that cooked meat from Mr 
- Barr’s shop had been supplied 
to three of its six stores in Bon- 
nybridge. central Scotland. 

The chain immediately 
despatched a seven-man team 
to the town to make sure that 
cooked meat was removed from 
sale and that a thorough clean- 
ing operation was carried out at 
the stores. 

Mr Skedzieleuski told Paul 
Cullen QC, for Scotmid, that 
during the Sunday telephone 
conversation Mr Barr had not 
mentioned that be had been vis- 
ited by environmental health of- 
ficials, nor that he had been 
asked to remove the cooked 
meats from his own shop. 

The inquiry has already been 
told that five residents of a nurs- 
ing home for the elderly had 
that weekend eaten sandwich- 
es made with cooked meat sup- 
plied by a local Scotmid store. 

The inquiry in Motherwell 
heard yesterday that some food 
shops would not have known 
that meat they were selling 
came from John Barr. 

John McKinley, a meat dis- 
tributor, told the inquiry that he 
made deliveries to several shops 
throughout central Scotland, 
supplying them with some prod- 
ucts of John Barr. 

He said he bought his sup- 
plies from another company. 
Devine Quality Meats of Moth- 
erwell, which in turn bought 
supplies of some top-of-tbe- 
range meat such as roast sfl- 
verside from John Barr. 

He said he collected his sup- 
plies from Devine, but the Barr 
products were not labelled as 
having come from Mr Ban's 
shop. In response to question- 
ing, he agreed that when he 
made his daily deliveries to 
shops, they would not neces- 
sarily know that John Barr was 
the ultimate source of some 
items, like roast beet 

The inquiry continues. 


Masks and basques at Britain's second festival of erotica 



Dancers prepare to go on stage during the second ‘Erotica' festival at Olympia, London, yesterday. The event runs until Sunday 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


Naval prang dents pride of 
woman commander 


A PATROL boat controlled by 
a woman who broke centuries 
of male supremacy at sea by be- 
coming ODe of the Navy’s war- 
ship commanders has been 
involved in a coflisrou. 

Just days after Lt Sue Moore 
took control of HMS Dasher , it 
collided with another ship as it 
was berthing in St Peter Port, 
Guernsey. A Navy spokesman 
said the collision was minor. 
“Ftom what I understand, it was 
a berthing incident when Dash- 
er pulled up alongside HMS 
Puncher. It is a very tight ma- 
noeuvre. We are working in a 
dynamic environment where 
things like this happen. It is not 
all that unusual.” 

Lt Moore, 26, from Bath, 


was selected for a command 
post after competing against 
male colleagues. 

The Navy spokesman said Lt 
Moore’s 49-tonne 68ft patrol 
boat was not damaged in the col- 
Jfcaoaalthoigh HMS Puncher suf- 
fered minor damage. He added 
that both ships -which are used 
as training vessels - were now 
bade, at sea, and no action would 
be taken against Lt Moore. 

“When something happens 
the commanding officers re- 
ports it. The authorities look at 
ft and in some cases there would 
be action taken. Bnt in circum- 
stances like this one they recog- 
nise these things happen from 
time to time." About 30 such in- 
cidents are reported each year. 


US officials keep freed Briton 
in jail as an illegal immigrant 


By Steve Boggan 


A BRITISH woman released 

v eariv&om an attempted mur- 

* der' sentence in the United 
States - a charge which she aL 
wavs denied - has been held m, 
prison because she is deemed an 
-illegal immigrant* . 

9 Sally Croft* ^ 

extradition to the US for 
years, was freed by a judge but 
is being kept in her cell because 
0 f American immigration 

bureaucracy. , 

When she was extradited 

a cainst her will. 10 

Js marshals, Ms Croft, for- 

merlyasemoraft-ouflmniwiUi 

"large British accountancy 

firm, was taken through normal 

immigration channels. - 

*Ta result, when a judge 
pleased her on 
because of her impeccable 

• Cehaviourteadiinsoito^go 

‘nUtes,shewasden l edherm> 

L . r0 , so preparations could be 

ally peSc .who^^'y 

* 301 to get into Am*™* 



Sally Croft: still held 


then desperately want to stay 
there,” said her partner, Mal- 

cobn Jfcriett “In Sally's case, she 
was desperate to avoid going 
there and she doesn’t waul to 
stay there one second longer 

than she has to. - 

The delay in beuig granted 
freedom, expected to last one 

or two days, is ihe final twist in 
a Kafcaesque nightmare for 

Ms Craft and her co-accused, 


Susan Hagan. Hie women, for- 
mer members of the Bhagwan 
Shree Rajneesb sect, based in 
Antelope, Oregon, were ac- 
cused of plotting to kill a US At- 
torney, Charles Turner, while 
tensaa between the sect and the 
Antelope community was run- 
ning at fever pitch in 1985, Mr 
TUrner was never actually 
harmed. . . 

The women were sentenced 
to five years m prison in 1995 
after being extradited amid a 
clamour of protest from MPs 
butwere freed by their original 
trial judge* Malcolm Marsh, 
who paid tribute to the work 
they carried out al the Federal 
Correctional Institute Dublin 
near San Fraadsca 

Releasing the women after 
two yean and four months. 
Judge Marsh said: “In fashion- 
ing their sentences, I assumed 
thal the defendants would per- 
form well whil e in prison. I did 
not. however, anticipate the 
magnitude of the defendants’ 
assistance to other inmates and 
the prison's programmes.” 

Both women worked as 
teachers from 9am to 5pm, five’ 


days a week, helping inmates 
with learning difficulties. 

Ms Hagan, 50, an aro- 
matherapist, was freed imme- 
diately because of the death of 
her father several days ago. 
She is expected to attend his 
funeral today. 

“This was the final humilia- 
tion for Sally,” said Mr Rariett. 

“She was initially elated but then 

depressed that they continued 
to keep her in custody as, of all 
things, an illegal immigrant. 
She was also sad that it hap- 
pened so quickly because she 
didn't get to say goodbye to any 
of the friends she made and, be- 
cause she is being deponed, she 
won’t be able to go back to see 
them. We expect her to be 
released in a day or two.” 

No comment was available 
from the American Embassy in 
London yesterday. All attempts 
id penetrate its computerised 
switchboard proved fruitless. 

■ Yesterday, The Independent 
referred to the women’s mem- 
bership of the Bhagwan’s sect 
M at the time of the killing” This 
was an error as, of course, 
there was no “killing” • 
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Collect pounds, not points 
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with Britain's leading money back credit card 


The Alliance 8c Leicester 
Credit Ckrd gives you money 

back on get? purdasclCYgl 

vearl There'* no iinpt on haw 
much money bade you could 
earn each year, by amg your 
card for everyday purchases. 

h’» simple. The more you 
use your card, the more money 
back you'll get, We’U give you 
0.5% money back on every 
purchase up to £3,000. On all 
farther purchases you receive 
1% as money back. 


Just look M all the advantages 
you enjoy: 


■5* from 11 3*, APR (fixed) 
on transfer r ed hatances* 
until they ere repaid 

“* low interest rate of 
17.9% APR (variable) 

«■ money back on every 
purchase you make, 
every year 


Apply today. CAfct fREE 

0500 83 83 83 


O . ‘ ;nq Kf'- f. >'.1025 
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double money tec* at selected 
money boot partners* 

Now the money back 
credit card offers yon even 
more ways to earn money 
back . Use your card ar any of 
ike following retailers BP, 
Going Pisces, Tieketznano; 
Index, Index Extra, Inrerflora 
and ATS. nod get double 
money back on every purchase. 


■■» double money bad at 
selected money bock 
partners 

4* 5% money bode on any 
Interest you pay 


I 1 

[ YES- please send my RES Information 
| Pack on the Affiance & Leicester 
| money back arecBt card. 


I 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 


™ no Mura] fee, unBce 
many other cresfit 
cards 


j forename 

I 


I Surname 

I 


Address 


4* no upper Emit on 
money bod; 


up to 46 days 
interest-free credit 


I 


I 


Postcode 


Date of Birth 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


Tel. No. Inc. STD Codr) 


J Post to: Alliance 6c Loceswr Crain Cards, 
j IREEPaST,JS^2H^gkrRoad, 
j Birmingham B16 8BR. 

| (No samp needed) NXIQ2S 
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Malaysian 


‘kidnapping 
Indonesia e: 


By Richard Lloyd Parry 

m Kuala Lumpur . 


Pulling out; The former First Lady of the Philippines, 1 me Ida Marcos, comforting two weeping supporters moments before she filed a motion to 
withdraw from the presidential elections, scheduled for II May. Her withdrawal reduces the number of candidates to 10 Photograph: AJex de Rosa/AFP 


Albright’s Tibet plea falls on deaf ears in China 


MADELEINE Albright, the 
US Secretary of Stale, yesterday 
said differences over human 
rights and political freedoms 
“remain obstacles to a fully 
comprehensive partnership" 
between America and China, 
writes Teresa Poole. 

Winding up a two-day visit 


to Peking during which she 
met senior Chinese leaders, 
Mrs Albright said: “ I raised our 
concerns quite directly about re- 
ligious freedom, Tibet, the right 
to free and peaceful expression 
of political views, and the still 
large numbers of Chinese pris- 
oners of conscience." 


She left behind a list of po- 
litical prisoners and also urged 
Peking to re-open a dialogue 
with the Dalai Lama, the exiled 
spiritual leader of Tibet. 

Mrs Albright's trip to China 
was one of several high-level vis- 
its ahead of President Bill din- 
ton’s scheduled arrival at the 


end of Jane, the first slate vis- . 
it by a US president since the 
1989 T iananm en Square mas- 
sacre. Her entourage included 
the new US Special Co-ordi- 
nator on Tibet, Greg Craig, an 
appointment which has been 
criticised by Peking. “It is very 
important for there to be 


preservation of the cultural and 
the religious special character 
of Tibet" she told a news con- 
ference. But her plea for re- 
newed dialogue with the Dalai 
Lama fell on deaf ears. A For: 
eign Ministry spokesman said 
the Tibetan leader had “no sin- 
cerity toward dialogue at all". 


MALAYSIAN police snatch 
squads are abducting exiled 
opponents of the Indonesian 
: government as part of a secret 
deal between the two countries, 
according to human-rights or- 
ganisations in Kuala Lumpur. 

More than 50 people are be- 
ing held without access to fam- 
ilies, doctors or . lawyers, 
according to the groups, many 
of them legal residents of 
Malaysia who have beat ab- 
ducted in daylight by plain 
dothes security personnel. De- 
spite repeated requests, the 
Malaysian authorities refuse to 
allow access to the detainees by 
officials of the United Nations 
High Commission on Refugees 
(UNHCR). There are growing 
feats that they will be sent back 
to Indonesia, where they risk 
imprisonment and torture for 
their political activities. 

In the past two weeks 
alone, at least nine people are 
reported to have been arrested, 
and are being held incommu- 
nicado in unknown locations. 


BRITAIN'S BIGGEST IN WASHING MACHINES 


VOUCHER PRICE 

■ Extremely quiet operation. ■■ 

Modd 4040. Was £439.99 M ■ ■ 

ln-store Price £399 44. m K ■ Ma* 

9 MONTHS MTEREST f Jf T 111) 

FREE OPTION* LBF I WfiJJ 
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AEG 

Full Size 
Dishwasher 
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f aTakes 12 place i 
/ settings 

1 ■ Extremely quiet 
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operation. 


Model SOM). 


Was £479.99. 
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Si CAT* H.CLICAYj 

FREE OPTION* 

IF VOUCHER PRICE 

1 SAVE 
! A TOTAL C.F . 
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£ 399 
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AEG 

Full Size 

Dishwasher 

■ 12 place 
settings. 

■ Swash 
progra m mes. 

■ 12 hour delay 
timer. 

■ Extremely quiet 
operation. 

Model £069. 

Was £619.99. 

ia MOHTH S 
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CURRYS PRICE I ■ 


1000 Spin Washing Machine 

■ Rinse hold facility. 

■ Automatic load adjustment. 

■ Unique stain action programme. 

■ Variable low crease spin cyde. 

■ Quick wash option. Model 50600. 
Price Excluding Trade-in £489.99. 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 
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Currys 


Find a lower price for the same product and offer, 
complete, new. boxed and in stock in a local shop within 
7 days of purchase and well match it 


WE’LL NEVER BE BEATEN 



BRITAIN'S BIGGEST 
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According to Suarara, a 
Malaysia rights group, indi- 
viduals have been kidnapped 
from their homes, their shops, 

and while standing at a bus stop 
In Kuala Lumpur. One man, 
Ishak Bin Mohammad Daud, 
was stopped in his car in which 
he was travelling with two com- 
panions. They were allowed to 
go, but he has not been seen 
since. Yesterday, lawyers acting 
on his behalf were told by 
Malaysian police that they knew 
nothing of his whereabouts. 

The abductees are all -from 
Aceh, the northernmost 
province of Sumatra, where Is- 
lamic guerrillas have been fight- 
ing a sporadic war of 
independence since the 1950s. 
After a wave of suppression in 
the early 1990s, when at least 
2000 Acehnese were killed or 
abducted by the Indonesian 
army, members of a group call- 
ing itself the Aceh/Sumatra Na- 
tional Liberation Front 
(ASNLF) fled to Malaysia. 
Some lived without proper doc- 
uments, but others obtained res- , 
idence permits from the 
Malaysian government 


Illegal immigrants -caaght- 
by police, including several 
hundred from Aceh, wereinbkl 
in detention camps. Recently 
their numbers have. .been. in-. 

a^sedf^Iaj^mimbeisofDw 

“illegals” who have- sailed to 
Malaysia to escape the ecb-- 
nomic crisis in Iodpneaa. Hu- 
man-rights groups believe the 
Malaysian government is using 
the mass deportation of "ille- 
gals" as an excuse too depart le- 
gitimate asylum-seekers at the 
behest of Indonesia, Several 
ASNLF members have gone 
into hiding, and their bouses are 
being watched by police. “Just 
yesterday the home of one of 
our members was raided,” an 
ASNLF spokesman said. “He 
wasn't there, but his wife and 
children were very afraid.” 

Syed Husin Ali, otthe op- 
position Malaysian People’s 
Party, said: “U is just beginning. 
They’re taking the opportuni- 
ty of the economic crisis to ex- 
pel the new illegals and at the 
same time to round up the 
Acehnese. We believe they have 
been asked to do this by the In- 
donesian government." 



Mahathir bans 
‘Independent’ 
in blast at press 


Malaysia fury over ‘poisoned’ refugees 





Monday’s article attacked by the Malaysian Prime Minister, 
which was about atieged brutality against illegal immigrants 


By Richard Lloyd Parry 


TWO British newspapers, in- 
cluding the Independent , have 
been banned in Malaysia after 
an outburst by the Prime Min- 
ister, Mahathir Mohamad, who 
accused British journalists of Hy- 
ing to “destroy" Malaysia and 
blamed them for the econom- 
ic crisis besetting the region. 

Copies of last Monday’s In- 
dependent and Sunday’s Ob- 
server have been impounded 
because they carried articles on 
alleged brutality against illegal 
immigrants. Distributors in 
Kuala Lumpur do not know 
when, if at all, they will be made 
available again for sale. 

Malaysian papeis yesterday 
carried remarks by Dr Ma- 
hathir denying allegations that 
Malaysian police poisoned beat 
and shot dead Indonesian mi- 
grant workers in camps while 
rounding them up for deporta- 
tion. “Why should we kill peo- 
ple?" he was quoted as saying 
by the Sun newspaper. “They 
[the British media] are the ones 
who are doing it as a way to cov- 
er up their role in reducing In- 
donesia to a state of poverty and 
creating unemployment there. 

‘Their poison is to make In- 
donesia poorer, to devalue the 
rupiah, to make 20 million In- 
donesians unemployed. These 
problems and others ... are 
not caused by the Indonesian 
government but by those who 
wrote such reports." 

When asked about his gov- 
ernment’s refusal to allow access 
to the camps. Dr Mahathir 
said: “Human-rights groups 
would not be satisfied until the 
detainees are placed in five-star 
hotels. If the human-rights 

groups are willing to finance, we 
are willing to pul them in 
Shangri-La" [one of Kuala 
Lumpur’s most expensive ho- 


tels]. Dr Mahathir is noted for 
his trenchant reaction to ex- 
ternal criticism. Last year he 
said a Jewish conspiracy, mas- 
terminded by (he American fi- 
nancier George "Soros, was 
behind Malaysia’s economic 
troubles. 

A spokesperson for Marican, 
which distributes the Indepen- 
dent , said foreign papers are al- 
ways delayed when they contain 
articles on sensitive subjects. 
“Sometimes they release it and 
black the article out some- 
times they release it without that 
page," the spokesperson said. 

The decision is made by the 
Prime Minister's office. “It goes 
right to Dr Mahathir, or at least 
to his officials." The Indepen- 
dent's typical daily circulation in 
Malaysia is 16 copies. 

■ A Malaysian ME Lim Guan 
Eng, has been given 1 8 months' 
jail for having printed a pam- 
phlet that questioned Malaysia's 
political system. Though his 
last appeal will be heard by the 
Federal Court, he expects to 
lose, AP reports. 

He and his father, Mft for 
a combined 41 years, believe that 
as Malaysia stru gg les against 
economic collapse, the Opposi- 
tion has become scapegoat. Mr 
Lim was convicted last year on 
charges of sedition and printing 
false news in a pamphlet in 1995 
entitled “The True Story." The 
Court of Appeal iri April then 
stiffened his penalty and sen- 
tenced him to two 18-month, 
concurrent sentences for each 
charge. In the pamphlet he 
questioned the government’s 
decision not to press statutory 
rape charges against a former 
governor of Malacca stale. He 
also demanded to know why the 
15-year-old girl was detained for 
months in “protective custody" 
after she told prosecutors about 
Abdul Rahim. 
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Israelis celebrate, as the Palestinians mourn 

Patrick Cockbum in Jerusalem sees the jubilee marked 
wrth a show of force underlining religious and other rifts 


ISRAEL yesterday celebrated 
50 years of independence, while 
Palestinians mourned defeat. 
To open the celebrations 60 
trumpeters blew rams' horns on 
Mount Hertzl in Jerusalem 
while Benjamin Netanyahu, the 
Israeli Prime Minister, said: 
“What we have achieved is 
nothing short of a miracle." 

As the festivities got under 
way, with dancing in the streets 
and fireworks. AJ Gore, the US 
Vice-President, arrived for talks 
preceding the meeting on the 
Arab-Israeli conflict m London 
next week. His officials said he 
was "not going to negotiate or 
mediate." The Palestinians have 
already accepted a US plan by 
which 13 per cent of the West 
Bank would be returned to 
them; Israel says it is only will- 
ing to cede 9 per cent. 

Celebrations included a fly- 
past by the air force, a naval dis- 
play and the dropping of 
paratroopers on Tel Aw beach. 
A flight by a Spitfire dating from 
the War of Independence in 
1948 had to be cancelled be- 
cause of mechanical troubles. 
Parks were open for free for pic- 
nickers and further diversion 
was provided by ul tra-Orthodox 


IS R A E L 



objections to a display by mod- 
ern dancers at the “Jubilee 
Bells" festivity last nighL The 
dancers were reported to be in- 
tending to strip down to their 
underwear. 

The anniversary celebra- 
tions appear finally to have ig- 
nited some enthusiasm among 
Israelis. Previously they ap- 
peared to have had more impact 
in the foreign media than in Is- 
rael itself. 

Palestinians from the West 
Bank and Gaza arc banned 
from entering Israel while tbc 
celebrations continue. Right- 
wingers were planning to 
demonstrate at Har Homa, the 
Jewish settlement between 
Jerusalem and - Bethlehem, 
called Jebcl Abu Ghoeim by the 
Palestinians; Israeli peace ac- 
tivists planned a counter- 
demonstration. Slogans painted 
on walls read “Hill of Blood” 





Anti-settlement activists from the Peace Now group 
staging a counter-march against the pro-settler lobby 


postcode 


or debt! 
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and "Har Homa equals war." 
Shimon Peres, the former Israeli 
prime minister, said in a inter- 
view: “I think for the future of 
Israel and in order for Israel to 
remain a Jewish state we need 
a Palestinian state. Otherwise 
we shall have a binaiional state 
and if you ask me a binaLion- 
al tragedy." There was heavier 
than usual Israeli security in 
Jerusalem, with Israeli troops 
guarding the entrances into the 
old city, which is largely Pales- 
tinian. 

Mr Gore, officially repre- 
senting the US, told Israelis: 
“America will never let you 
stand alone”. He later attend- 
ed the ‘Jubilee Bells' celebra- 
tion. He will fly on to Saudi 
Arabia to meet Crown Prince 
Abdullah and then return to 
meet Yasser Arafat, the Pales- 
tinian leader, in the West Bank 
town of Ram all ah. 


WE’RE IN A 
POSITION TO HELP 

500 000 people in Southern Sudan face starvation. 
Andattempts to heip them have been hampered byatr 
restrictions. But Christian Aid can help. Wfe are getting 
supplies inW toad to meet the thousands of peppte 

fleeing the worsted areas. But 

arrivinq daily anymore supplies are needed. Help 

now, before it* toolate. Give money and you're wrth us. 

And the people of St^dan. 
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^ Har Homa settlement site 
Right-wingers, demanding the right to live anywhere in Jemsalem, on the march yesterday 
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Roddick brings images of plenty to 
stoical fanners in an Italian backwater 

Calabria scents change of fortune as Body Shop champions its bergamot crop, writes Anne Hanley 


ANTONINO PORCINO has 10 
hectares of bergamot trees in Calabria 
and a son who is a research scientist in 
Surrey. Mr Porcino let his bergamots 
- large mutant lemons with a distinc- 
tive Ear! Grey perfume - rot on his trees 
last season, bnt would not dream of sug- 
gesting that his son should come home 
to revive the family farm. 

“I keep the trees because they've al- 
ways been there. They’re part of our his- 
tory,” he said. "But we could never have 
made a living out of them, and we nev- 
er will.” 

Mr Porcino did not say that to the 
Body Shop founder and chief executive 
Anita Roddick when she visited this de- 
pressed, crime-plagued region of south- 
ern Italy this week. 

Indeed, far from giving her a taste 
of local stoicism, he bad some of his 
over-ripe bergamots plucked from his 
trees, shipped to a local factory, and 
hurled into an extracting machine for 
her edification. 

Mrs Roddick was in Calabria for the 
press launch of the Body Shop's berg- 
amot range, products made with or- 
ganically grown essential oO from the 
region. Here, and only here, the fruit 
flourishes and yields large quantities of 
its oil. 

But the industry has dwindled since 
the 1970s when chemical companies 
came up with cheaper synthetic alter- 
natives to bergamot oil, and the wave 
of ugly, unfinished buildin gs began 



Calabria is the only place where bergamot flourishes naturally 


flowing over the thin strip of beautiful 
Calabrian coast where this citrus grows 
best Never one to bend before the dic- 
tates of the che mical* industry, Mrs 
Roddick came here for her scent. 

True to the Body Shop philosophy 
she and her team came not only for busi- 
ness, but for the good of the area. In- 
defatigable as always when on the trail 
of a Good Cause, the Body Shop Com- 
munity Trade dmsion rooted out the few 
dogged organic producers, induced a 
handful more to eschew chemicals, 
and saved the odd bergamot orchard 
from the construction industry's axes. 
They dealt directly with the fanners, 
thus removing them from under the 
thumb of lackadaisical (or, maybe, un- 


scrupulous) local oil extractors who year 
after year have paid producers less. For 
now, the Body Shop is taking only 
around 3 percent of oil produced an- 
nually “though if the bergamot range 
sells well, we will be seeking to increase 
that”, said Simone Mizzi, head of 
operations in Italy. 

Even at this early stage, however, Ms 
Mizzi has noble aspirations for the 
Calabrian initiative. “This region has 
two big problems: unemployment, 
which reaches 65 percent amongsL 
young people, and the break-up of the 
traditional Calabrian extended family. 
We hope to do our bit to solve them 
both,” she said. 

The locals are happy to ga alongwith 


the whole thing, though they have 
slightly different expectations. “ItwOl 
definitely stop some bergamot bees be- 
ing grubbed np and replaced with. cash 
crops,” said Diego Latella of the As- 
soberg producers’ association from 
.which the Body Shop is buying its ofl. 
“But most of all, it’s great publicity.” ‘ 

“It may generate some jobs,” said 
Giuseppe Nistico, president of Cal- 
abria’S regional council. “More than 
anything else, it’s good to have an in- 
ternational company working in the re- 
gion. It’s all about image, really.” 

Mr Nistico, a pharmacologist by 
trade and very keen on touting berg- 
amot's anti-viral properties in the fight 
against Aids was rather dismissive of the 
Body Shop project, and miffed that the 
British company had waved aside the 
region's offers of tax breaks in exchange 
for setting up new joint venture com- 
panies with local entrepreneurs. “But 
we can create small-sized firms our- 
selves, by using European Union re- 
gional funds efficiently,” be said, 
forecasting an ambitious 60,000 more 
jobs in the near future. 

Mr florrioo, on the otter hand, is just 
happy once in a while to be able to put 
his beloved bergamot fruits to some use. 
“I'm not expecting to make money out 
of it, with or without tbe Body Shop,” 
he said. “Bergamots are something you 
grow for love, not for money. For the 
foreseeable future, I'll be telling my son 
to stay in Surrey.” 



Anita Roddick among the groves to be used for her products Photogaph: Adrian Brooks 
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Greenpeace activists 
seize toxic sludge 


By Michael McCarthy 

in A2naJco8ar. southern Spain 

GREENPEACE activists were 
involved in violent clashes with 
security guards yesterday when 
they took chemical samples 
from the mine waste reservoir 
whose rupture and subsequent 
flood have put at risk the Coto 
Donana in southern Spain, Eu- 
rope's largest nature reserve. 

Scuffles broke out when the 
environmental pressure group 
deckled on direct action at the 
giant multi-metals mine at Az- 
nalmllar in Andalusia owned by 
the Swedish/Canadian mining 
multi-national Boliden Apirsa. 

The company’s waste pond, 
a mile long and half-a-mile 
wide, burst its banks last week- 
end, sending 6 million cubic me- 
tres of highly-polluted water and 
toxic sludge into the rivers Gua- 
diamarand Guadalquivir and so 
on down towards the Coto Do- 
nana National Park with its 
colonies of rare birds. 

The pollution was diverted 
before it reached the park, but 
has contaminated much of the 
surrounding area. Greenpeace 
complained that the company 
will not give details of the 
sludge’s precise toxicity, and that 
the waste pond was stiU leaking 
into toe adjacent river. 


Yesterday, the reservoir was 
invaded by the MV Greenpeace, 
the group’s ship, which had 
sailed to Sanlucar De Barcame- 
da at the mouth of the 
GuadalquivH' to put the pollution 
under an international spotlight. 
Led by the ship's Swiss captain 
Peter Schwarz, a dozen Green- 
peace activists scaled the 100ft 
high walls of the waste pond and 
ran down to its now empty 
floor, scooping up sludge sam- 
ples for chemical analyss. 

Security guards converged 
on them from all over the reser- 
voir and in tbe scuffles that fol- 
lowed, toe activists claimed, 
rocks were thrown, a camera 
smashed and Greenpeace 
members threatened with a 
gun. One of toe group’s biolo- 
gists, P^blo Mascarenas, was de- 
tained by toe guards but later 
released. However, toe group 
got away with its samples, which 
will be sent to the University of 
Barcelona for analysis. 

“We want to establish exactly 
what toe toxicity is,” said Eva 
Hernandez, habitats' cam- 
. paigner for Greenpeace Spain. 
“Tbe government and the com- 
pany are not saying. We know 
there are heavy metals in it, but 
they won't say what and they 
won't give out a list, so we wiD 
do an analysis of our own.” 


France gets jobless rate 
down to below 3 million 

THE official number of jobless people in France has fallen 
below 3,000,000 for the first time in three years. France, com- 
ing steadily out of a long economic slumber, has been creat- 
ing more jobs than other industrial countries over toe past 
10 months. In March its unemployment rate fell to 12 percenL 
Further falls are confidently anticipated this year. The So- 
cialist-led government of Lionel Jospin claims the credit for 
the improving jobs market. Other economic commentators 
point to toe fall of toe franc against tbe dollar, which has fur- 
ther boosted exports. —John UdifiekL Ports 

Oslo tables Holocaust deal 

THE Norwegian Prime Minister, Kjell Bondevik, proposed 
a “moral and ethical settlement” for Norway's Holocaust vic- 
tims that could cost toe country up to £38m. The proposal 
comes nearly a year after Norway was stung by criticism for 
foiling to establish a level of compensation. About a third of 
Norway’s pre-war community of 2,100 Jews died in toe Holo- 
caust When survivors returned from Nazi internment, they 
gpt little help. Much of their property had been seized, and 
was never returned. — AP. Osh 

Pope looks homeward 

PRESIDENT AIcksander Kwasniewski officially invited toe 
Pope to visit his native Poland. Poland's Primate, Cardinal 
Jozef Glemp, said earlier that the trip was likely to be in June 
next year - the 77-year-old Pontiff's eighth visit to his home- 
land since he was elected in 1978. — Reuters, Warsaw 

‘Linda lunch’ for Romans 

THOUSANDS of Rome schoolchildren sat down to a meat- 
free “Linda lunch” in memory of the late vegetarian animal- 
rights campaigner Linda McCartney. The children feasted on 
dishes including potato and courgette pizzas, tomato and moz- 
zarella cheese salads and pasta with vegetable sauce. 

— Reuters, Rome 


The management at the 
mine north of Seville distanced 
it from the security guards* ac- 
tions, which was “too tough", ac- 
cording to spokesman Anders 
Ampomsson. “It’s too tough a 
way to handle these issues.” 

Mr Ampomsson said a very 
small amount of waste was still 
leaking from toe reservoir. He 
was not prepared to say what 
toe waste contained precisely, 
but added: “We have taken 
some samples, but we haven’t 
analysed them yet. We are pre- 
pared to do whatever is re-' 
quired, and we are waiting for 
the authorities to give us per- 
mission to get on with iL They 
haven't told us anything yet" 

Yesterday the company's 
president, Anders Bulow, went 
to inspect the waste pond with 
toe President of toe Andalusian 
regional government, Manuel 
Chaves. Later, it was an- 
nounced that a special team was 
being formed to cope with toe 
clean-up and compensation 
operations. 

It was not a moment too 
soon for the World Wide Fund 
for Nature, whose Spanish 
office yesterday lambasted the 
lack of co-ordination between 
government agencies and 
institutions in response to the 
incident. 


Serbs 
killed in 
Kosovo 


PRIS11NA (AP) —The Serbia 
authorities yesterday sent polk 
to prevent Albanian studeni 
from entering the main univei 
sity in Kosovo. News of to 
lulling of three Serbs by Albar 
ian militants added to tendon: 

The siudents were tunie 
away by hundreds of riot polic 
despite a Serb-Albanian agree 
ment Iasi month to permit A 
banians to return to universil 
premises in ihe Kosovo capiu 
Pristina that they have bo\ 
coiled in protest against Serbia 
rule in the province. 

Among the three Serbs re 
ported killed was a policema 
killed by a mortar attack on pc 
lice station in s< «u themXosovc 
Serb police sources claimed 
toe attack was carried out by ih 
Kosovo Liberation Army, wh 
are fighting for Kosovo's inde 
pendence. In western Kosovc 
toe bodies of iwu Serbs, believe 
to have beer, kidnapped by A1 
banian militants s week age 
were found yesterday. 

On Wednesday, Ihe Unite 
States and its allies crafted a mi 
of incentives andpenalties- in 
dudipg a freeze ga Serbian as 
& uts abroad -Jto stop tfr 
Kosovo crackd&ftn- 
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Flowery sentiments wilt as Secretaries Day gets the cash message 


Y OU WILL appreciate the vi- 
tal significance of Secre- 
taries Day in the US when 
you recall that one of ihe chief 
claims made by Paula Jones, who al- 
leges you-know-who did you-know- 
what to her in a hotel room in 


- — — iWVUI IU 

Arkansas seven years ago, was that 


a rtijw, was tnai 

She did not receive flowers on Sec- 
retaries Day - an omission she in- 
terpreted as punishment for 
non-compliance. Whether she did or 
not tgel flowers, of course) is actu- 
ally the subject of intricate legal ar- 
gument: one witness said the 
non-bouquet was a simple over- 
sight, another - that flowers were 
sent, but she was away, and a third 
- thaL she had given specific orders 
for any flowers to be left without wa- 
ter to wilt. 


Well, Secretaries Day fell last 
week and 1 regret to say our office 
assistant (not secretary, please) did 
not get flowers, perfume or lunch at 
my, or the Independent’s, expense. 
This was not because of anything she 
had done ot not done - but because 
I was meeting my deadline, and any- 
way, 1 regard the whole business as 
a commercialised and condescend- 
ing charade, designed to make up for 
what is still, even in this land of ag- 
gressive equal opportunity, a dis- 
tinctly unequal male-female 
relationship. 

To my amazement, there arc oth- 
ers of like mind. As a certain Joan- 
na Torrey said in a letter that day in 
USA Today: “Floral tributes instantly 
mire the secretary-boss relationship 
in an uneasy emotional context pre- 


suming an intimacy that neither ex- 
ists nor is invited. At the risk of 
sounding ungrateful ... what secre- 
taries really would like is money.*' 


WASHINGTON 


DIARY 


y T MAY BE coincidence that Sec- 

I re lanes Day is followed by Take 
JLvour daughters to work day, but 
I doubt it. More likely it is a male 
conspiracy to ensure a continued sup- 
ply of loyal and comely Riwn Halls 
and Betty Curries for the next gen- 
eration of erring OUic Norths and 
Bill Clintons. But wait: it wasn't only 
Secretaries Day that felt a backlash 
this year. Sons are apparently feel- 
ing left out, so some parents rebelled 
and look their boys along, too - and 
they got all the publicity. Isn't that 
just typical? Now you know affir- 
mative action is really on the way out. 



Mary Dejevsky 


T HE US media are working 
themselves up into a lather of 
indignation about the immi- 
nent appearance of Tkletubby toys 
in US shops. Reporters are digging 


out all manner of lobbyists and 
“concerned" parents to condemn 
what they see as the immoral, rep- 
rehensible and regrettable targeting 
of a “gap market" of one-lo-two- 
y ear-olds. Aren’t the innocents ex- 
posed to commercial pressures ear- 
ly enough (two onwards), they wail, 
is nothing sacred? As though these 
“innocents" were not already plant- 
ed in front of the television half the 
day, as though child-targeted com- 
mercials between children's pro- 
grammes were something new, as 
though American schools were not 
selling their souls to give Coca-Cola 
and other companies “exclusive'" 
marketing rights on campus in return 
for a new sports hall, computers or 
text books. Hello-o-o, as they say 
here with a particular curling in- 


flection, what arc these people talk- 
inc about? Could their sudden dis- 
taste for raising the consumer 
consciousness of toddlers have any- 
Uung to do with the fact that Tele- 
tubbies are “foreign", and already a 
runaway success? 


a T THE RIPE old age of 60. 

A Jane Fonda is still as re- 
£ \ jreshing ly disdainful of tact 
as ever. At a recent UN round table 
she had less than kind words for her 
adopted state of Georgia, where she 
lives with her media millionaire 
husband, Ted Turner. There were 
parts in the north of the state, she 
said, that resembled a Third World 
country, with children “starving to 
death” and “people who live in tar- 
paper shacks with no indoor plumb- 


ing”. The Governor, Zell Miller, who 
felt slighted by this slur, objected, ac- 
cusing her of seeing everything from 
her penthouse apartment in At- 
lanta, where “maybe the view is not 
as dear as it needs to be”. 

Ms Fonda offered a generous 
apology: “1 was wrong; I should not 
have said what I said. My comments 
were inaccurate and ill-advised. 
At which point a cavalier rushed in 
to rescue her - former Georgia gov- 
ernor, US president and peanut 
fanner Jimmy Carter. In a letter to 

the Atlanta Journal-Constitution. 
signed jointly with Us wife, Rosalynn, 
he said that “having worked with her 
on issues of concern to Georgia’s 
least fortunate, we know that she 
does not deserve the vituperative 
condemnation she has received”. 


Clinton on hook again 


over sex-case ruling 


By Mary Dejevsky 

in Washington 


THE American presidency was 
threatened with a new crisis yes- 
terday after a judge ruled that 
Monica Lewinsky, the woman 
at the centre of White House 
sex allegations, does not have 
immunity from prosecution. 
She could now be summoned to 
give evidence against Bill Clin- 
ton under oath. She may even 
be indicted for perjuiy. 

The judge's ruling became 
public just as the White House 
appeared confident that Mr 
Clinton had put the most dam- 
aging sex allegations behind 
him. An hour before the news 
filtered into the media, his of- 
fice had announced be would 
give his first solo press confer- 
ence of the year, concentrating 
on the flourishing economy. 

The leaking of the ruling 
made it inevitable Mr Clin- 
ton's sex life would dominate a 
major public appearance yet 
again. But it also brought the 
“Lewinsky affair" squarely hack 
into centre-stage after a month 
in which the four-month-old 
grand-jury investigation opened 


by the independent prosecutor. 
Kenneth Starr, appeared to be 
languishing. 

Ms Lewinsky now faces the 
prospect of being subpoenaed 
to testify under oath about the 
nature of her relationship with 
Mr Clinton, or even being in- 
dicted for peijury. Both she and 
Mr Clinton have denied under 
oath there was a sexual rela- 


i The leak has 

i 

brought the 
Lewinsky case 
back centre-stage 


tionship between them. But 
Mr Starr is reported to have ev- 
idence from witnesses, and pho- 
tographs, that at least call the 
denials into question. 

Mr Starr also has more than 

30 hours of recordings, made se- 
cretly by Ms Lewinsky’s former 
colleague and confidante, Lin- 
da Tripp, in which Ms Lewinsky 
is said to recount an affair with 
the President in salacious detail. 


Her lawyer. William Ginsburg, 
has suggested his client may be 
given to fantasising, but he also 
oversaw a written offer of what 
she would be prepared to tell 
the grand jury if she were grant- 
ed immunity. 

In this offer, which remains 
secret, she is believed to have 
admitted having sex with Mr 
Clinton, but denied he put pres- 
sure on her, or induced her by 
means of a job offer, to lie about 
it. This allegation that Mr Clin- 
ton suborned her to commit 
perjury is the most serious 
charge against Him and one on 
which he could theoretically 
be impeached. 

Two months ago Mr Gins- 
burg understood her offer of 
testimony had secured his client 
imm unity from prosecution. 
Mr Starr, however, denied there 
had ever been a deal, and his 
view has now been upheld by a 
judge. Ms Lewinsky has the op- 
tion of appealing against the de- 
cision; she - could also offer 
more evidence to Mr Starr in a 
new bid for immunity, or agree 
to testify but claim the Fifth 
Amendment - insist on re- 
maining silent because she 


would incriminate herself by do- 
ing otherwise. Any of these op- 
tions will leave the scandal in the 
public eye and could, if his de- 
nial of the affair is contested, en- 
danger the President. 

Mr Clinton had been shield- 
ed from risky exposure to the 
media since 16 January, when 
the Washington Pint reported al- 
legations that be had had an af- 
fair with Ms Lewinsky, a former 
White House trainee, and pre- 
vailed upon her to lie about iL 

After that, Mr Clinton gave 
open press conferences only in 
the company of others - the 
Palestinian leader, Yasser 
Arafat, and Tony Blair, among 
them - with less formal ap- 
pearances limited to single sub- 
jects, like anti-smoking 
legislation. With the Paula 
Jones sexual harassment suit 
dismissed last month and the 
Lewinsky case apparently run- 
ning into the sand, questions 
about Mr Clinton’s sex life 
were receding, and the White 
House had dearly judged it safe 
to expose him to the massed 
ranks of the Washington press 
corps. That judgment now looks 
premature. 



|!!onioTewi!5!Y=Decgi«»n that "<*»« from P™””"* 1 " P resentI new threat *° presiJenc ’ f 


Photograph: AP 






if, 


Wanti 


A 


loan of 




£5,000 for just 


£138.13 


month 




a 


at 12.5% APR? 


S '. 1 

W- 


i:4r 


flng through Phone A Loan means you enjoy not only very affordable monthly 
rate of interest making it easier for you to budget and plan 
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It's simple. Borrowing 

repayments, but also a 
ahead. For example, for only £138.13 a month, you could borrow £5,000 - repaid over 45 

months (APR 12 . 5 %) - which means you'll only have to pay £6,215.85. And it wont cost you 
e a lump sum. or early repayment. With Phone A loan you decide how much 

either how. much you want to borrow (anything up to 


At £1 25, even the price fits. 



anything to make 


you want to pay. then you can 
£15 ooo,. or how long you want to take to pay Ihe loan off (from 12 to 60 months). So, if you're 

of age: with a good credit history, tty us. Coil Phone A Loan Monday to Friday 


over 18 - years of age 

to 9.30pm, weekends 9am to 6pm. 


8.30am 
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Call now 0800 138 68 98 
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Who would have believed it? 230 years, 32 volumes, video, animation and audio files along with 15,000 

44,000,000 words and 72,000 articles, all squeezed on to related Internet links. To order your Britannica CD 98 
two convenient CDs. Well, we've done it And at just Multimedia Edition call 0800 282 433. email 
£ 125 , even the price fits perfectly. What's V|gY ebrit@eb.co.uk or pop into your local book 

more, we've even found room for some of the shop or computer retailer. Of course, if all 


most exciting rruitimecfia around. There are BR j'tAN N1 C A ^ techn0,0 9y isn't you. rest: ^ureri 


over 8,000 photos and illustrations, and many 


our famous printed set is still available. 
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DIFFERENT! 


WE Rl 

F ROM OT H E R | 

MANUFACTURERS. 

WE'LL ONLY SHOW OUR 
CARS BEST SIDE. 


THE NEW LOOK 

CITROEN 


Take a aood look at our car 


We've spent years dcing nothing 


else. Yet the Xantias distinctive 


INS 

&BT, 


new look 


Look a little closer and 


I! find over one hundred other: 


European side impact legislation, planned for the year 


2003: Auto adaptive transmission 


pleasure of manual driving 


via nations', including the 3.0i 24 valve V6 


2.1 Turbo Diesel and 2.0i Turbo. Not to mention all the 


little things, such as rain sensitive automatic 


and air conditioning. In short- we 


believe we coUldh t have made a better car. Drive 


one and we think you’ll share the same point of view 


NOTHING MOVES YOU LIKE A CITROEN 
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EU visionaries enter the euro zone 

Experts have warned the European Commission to expect mass confusion as 290 million people experience a currency revolution 


M 

1 


By Katherine Butler 

in Brussels 


EFFORTS to cod the deadlock over 
the nationality of (he iron who will 
take charge of the future European 
Central Bank are [ailing to mask a 
widening rift between France and Ger- 
many on the eve of the launch of Emu. 

Yesterday, as workmen at the 
European Union headquarters ham- 
mered flagpoles into place and tele- 
vision satellite vans began to arrive 
for this weekend's summit it seemed 
that the French, by refusing to with- 
draw a challenge to the German- 
backed Dutch candidate, would 
plunge a truly historic moment into 
an unseemly crisis. 

The summit wiU set the seal on 
the most momentous decision in Eu- 
rope's post-war history. Eleven na- 
tional currencies including the 
French franc, the German mark 
and the Spanish peseta will be aban- 
doned for a new economic unity in- 
vested in one money, the euro. 

Tomorrow heads of government 


will formalise the creation of the euro 
zone and confirm that 11 countries 
- all but Britain, Denmark, Sweden, 
and Greece - are ready to eider it 
from January. Bom tomorrow night, 
when even the- bilateral conversion 
rates to apply from 1 January 1999 
win be decided, the economic and po- 
litical destinies of the particrpanls will 
be intertwined more closely than ever 
before. 

It falls to Tony Blair, because 
Britain has the EU presidency, to 
confront the French and end the feud 
over the Central Bank. In The 
Netherlands today Mr Blair and the 
Dutch Prime Minister, W5m Kok, will 
fry to agree a strategy to allow the 
French President, Jacques Chirac, to 
back down and save face.. 

Whatever the outcome, the row 
has exposed rifts which some fear 
could undermine credibility in the 
new money and tear Emu asunder. 

Together Bonn and Pare have tak- 
en Europe to tire launch pad of this 
unparalleled experiment Yet the 
German and French visions of how 


Inflation 


Timet 2.7% 
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it ought to be run remain deeply at 
ockfc. Just a year ago doubts about fee 
Emu timetable raged as unemploy- 
ment in Germany hit record levels. 
Italy was making frantic efforts to 
cross the finishing line on time but few 
believed Rome could stay the pace. 

Mondorf-les- Bains, a Luxem- 
bourg spa resort and a meeting 
there of finance ministers last Sep- 
tember was the moment when, sens- 


ing a palpable change in mood. 
Emu watchers and the markets be- 
gan to stop doubting. Economic 
growth was picking up, governments 
had turned die corner in efforts to 
slash deficits to the Maastricht lim- 
its, and crucially the Germans bad 
accepted that Emu would be broad- 
ly based. The endgame was in sight. 

A revolution which will make dec- 
imalisation seem like a bKp & in store 


. for the 290 million people being 
asked to take on the new currency. 
Experts have warned fee European 
Commission to expect mass.confu- 
sion and the possibility that elderly 
people will stop spending for a time. 

Workers may be shocked to learn 
their pay demands are subject to the 
veto of Brussels or Frankfort, where 
national tax and spending plans of 
“common concern” will be vetted 


Because of the draconian conditions 
set by the Bundesbank, a budgetary 
strait-jacket will be tied around the 
zone, robbing governments of much 
of their economic sovereignty- 

But then Emu was always a po- 
litical wolf in economic clothing. 
Founded on a bargain struck by 
french and German visionaries it is 
being served up as a logical exten- 
sion of the single market, which will 
cut costs, help Europe to rival Amer- 
ica, spur growth, promote investment 
and create Jobs. 

Whether Emn delivers on any of 
tVse promises cannot be known yet, 
but the journey wfll force the par- 
ticipants into doser political links. 
But failure "to settle the European 
Central Bank dispute tomorrow will 
. invite Haims that the project is un- 
sound because its management will 
always be at the mercy of conflict- 
ing political demands. 

The ECB disagreement is also 
symptomatic of a worrying source of 
future tension over budgetary disci- 
pline and the German obsession with 


ensuring that. th$ euro wffl be as 
strong as the old Deutschmark. The 
wedge between France audGsimany 
on this emerged over the stability" 
pad, a mechani^topunbh reck- 
less finances. 

Now Bonn wants to go further to 
soothe the fears of Germans about 
giving up the mark. The Germans ^ 
want a commitment toa freeze on||fe* 
fax cuts and public spending until 
everyone is running a healthy surplus. 

The biggest problem mth this is the 
French- Tbeir 1 eadersmay sgn up to 
budgetary stability bui implementing 
it in a country where governments 
have traditionally intervened in the 
economy to create jobs or cushion 
shocks, will be a different matter. 

Perhaps of most concern is the ex- 
tent to which public support for the 
Euro is still lukewarm. But public 
pinion has never stepped the EU vi- 
sionaries. Their dream is within 
grasp. Whether, this 'pice : . of that 
dream is too high for onxtinaiy citizens 
to pay may not be inown for years. 

By then it wiB be toojate to turn back. tPf 


A member in 
all but name 


By Rupert ComweH 


BRITAIN may be standing 
aloof from the launch of the 
euro on 1 January next year. But 
it will not escape the conse- 
quences of potentially the most 
far-reaching step towards Eu- 
ropean unity since the Rome 
treaty setting up the original Eu- 
ropean Economic Community 
in 1957. 

Though the Government 
says sterling will not be joining 
the single currency until the next 
Parliament - at the earliest not 
until 200Z and perhaps not 
before 2004 if the logic of this 
week's Treasury Select Com- 
mittee is borne out - it will long 
since have become a fait ac- 
compli for business and finance, 
and perhaps for the ordinary 
consumer in the United King- 
dom as well 

Behind the scenes, no one 
has worked harder than the 
Bank of England to help the 
City adapt to the new reality of 
a currency representing II 
countries that add up to what 
will be, barring the United 
States, the largest economy in 
the world. The consequences for 
the London foreign exchange 
market, the biggest in world, wiB 
be profound. 

Leading British companies 
meanwhile are starting to con- 
vert their accounts to the euro. 
Sainsbury, the supermarket 
chain, plans to accept euro 
coins and banknotes when they 
begin to circulate in 2001 % the 
backdoor, whatever decision 
the Government takes, the euro 
will gradually enter British lives. 

Given the weight of public 
opinion against UK member- 
ship of the single currency 
-steady at some 60 per cent of 
the electorate despite the more 
pro-European rhetoric of the 
Government - Mr Blair had lit- 
tle choice but to adopt a wait- 



and-see policy. But this may 
make the task of economic 
management even harder. 

In policy terms, Britain is ex- 
cluded from membership of 
Euro-X the single currency dub 
to be set up this month or next, 
which will meet informally on the 
margins of Ecofin, the regular 
sessions of EU finance ministers. 
In theory, Euro-X wfll confine 
itself to matters pertaining to the 
currency union.' But its rgal.jfe 
flueocc -will only emerge over 
time. Britain’s fear is that in prac- 
tice it could become the ElTs 
main economic policymaking 
body, in which Britain's voice will 
be unheard. If so, then Mr 
Blair 5 promise to put Britain “at 
the heart of Europe” would 
have an even hol/ower ring. 

Similarly, while it remains 
outside the single currency, 
Britain will have no board seat 
on the European Central Bank, 
guardian of the euro and bound 
to become the single most pow- 
erful organisation in the EU. 

Most crucial of all will be the 
performance of the single cur- 
rency. The Chancellor, the 
Bank of England and British in- 
dustry wfll pray for a “hard” 
euro in which the markets have 
confidence and whose exchange 
rate would not further erode the 
competitiveness of sterling. 

A weak euro could. produce 
a flight of capital into the dol- 
lar, the Swiss franc and the 
pound. This would only make 
life more uncomfortable for 
British exporters. 



Inflation dogs 
Celtic Tiger 


By Katherine Butter 


They’re in - but can they stay the course? 


By Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


THIS weekend's summit will be a politi- 
cal even L Uncertainties about the economic 
success or failure of monetary union lie in 
the more distant furore. After all the ear- 
lier fuss about which countries would clear 
the hurdles set by the Maastricht Treaty, 
it has beed obvious for months that the sin- 
gle currency would start with 1 1 members, 
Greece the only wannabe that would not 
make thegrade. 

The official reports from the European 
Commission and European Monetary In- 
stitute, intended to pas judgement on which 
countries met the criteria set out in the 
Maastricht Treaty, turned out to be for- 
malities. After heroic struggles, the would- 
be members hit most of the targets and little 
fudge was needed to sweeten the verdict 

In fact, only Italy and Belgium missed 
one criterion by a long way. Both have na- 
tional debts relative to tbeir GDP that are 


abbth d^i^ jflieMaastrichl ceiling. It could 
take defcajfe JTor both countries to reduce 
their disburdens to acceptable levels, hut 
politically neither could have been excluded 
from Emu until 2030 or beyond. • 

Yet the feet that the first-wave members 
managed to clamber over the Maastricht 
hurdles has only concentrated attention on 
the long-term economic prospects - or dan- 
gers. One question is how long the partic- 
ipants can keep np the tough budget 
discipline imposed on them by the treaty. 
With high unemployment, a rapidly rising 
pensions burden and an array of spending 
cuts and tax increases introduced to meet 
the Emu deadline likely to be reversed, it 
is hard to believe the political will to keep 
government deficits below 3 per cent of 
GDP will prove strong. 

The bigjnembers will find it hardest For 
smaller countries like Spain and Ireland 
whose economies are booming, and will 
boom even more when they reduce their 
borrowing costs to German levels, there will 


. be little pain in fiscal discipline. For the 
wheezing German and French economies, 
more leanness and discipline is going to 
hurt The Germans insist it is what they want 
anyway, and would favour a tougher sta- 
bility pact - the post-launch budget corset, 
involving fines for profligate governments. 
The French do not, and the financial mar- 
kets are poised for both political tension 
between the two Euro-behemoths and a 
surge in government spending. 

An even more important long-term 
question marie hangs over how well the 
member economies will adjust to marching 
in lock-step wife each other. Theanswer de- 
pends on whether they can replace fee abil- 
ity to adjust exchange rates and interest rales 
with other forms of flexibility. Many econ- 
omists have their doubts about this, flexi- 
bility being a dirty word across touch of fee 
Continent. Productivity gains by Euro- 
pean industries are one of the economic 
prizes offered by the single currency, but 
only the fittest member countries will win. 


IRELAND, whose place as a 
founding member of the single 
currency wfll be confirmed to- 
morrow, wfll be the litmus test 
for Britain’s decision on joining, 
many economists believe. 

The dilemmas now faced 
by the Irish also provide a good 
example of bow divergences in 
fee economic make-up of fee 
single currency zone could 
make the project deeply un- 
popular to implement. 

Unlike Britain, Ireland has 
never been through the political 
convulaoQS on Europe whki tore 
apart the Tories. ' 

A Euro-friendly electorate 
and a political consensus on 
monetary union led the govern- 
ment to deride some years ago 
.feat wife or without fee United 
' Kingdom, fee Repulse's biggest 
trading partner, Ireland's place 
was on fee inside. 

- Ireland meets all fee quali- 
fying criteria laid down by the 
Maastricht treaty thanks to 
sound , management of the fi- 
nances, industrial peace and a 
booming economy which is out 
of step wife the Continent. 

It is one of fee few candidate 
countries to have achieved a 
budgetary surplus. Yet high 
growth and the creeping infla- 
tion which has come on fee tail 
of the Celtic Tiger is already 
bringing Ireland into conflict 
with its Euro-zone partners. 

Come January 1999 Ire- 
land’s interest rates will have to 
be cut to German levels. Yet this 
is fee last thing Ireland needs 
when by the end of next year it 
wfll have the highest inflation in 
the EU after Greece. 

The Irish authorities got fee 
first taste of life post-euro last 
month when fee government 
came under pressure to revalue 
the punt and was then ordered 



.to take immedtote action to 
tackle inflation. 

In practice this means tint 
at a time when spiralling hoise 
prices are fuelling demams 
from teachers and nurses ir 
wage increases and cuts to e x 
the burden of income tax, le 
government is ’ being told :o 
freeze spending and pul tax i is 
on hold in the interests of le 
stability underpinning the ei o. 

Different economic sir c- 
tures, cultures and historal 
legacies are cause for imme « 
concern throughout the e ro 
area in light of the one-size-: s- 
aii monetary policy about tc >e 
imposed. <£) 

How will vast swathes of he 
continent respond in fee sa ie 
way to the same economic m f- 
icine when such difference in 
things like pay, social secur y, 
demography, and labour n; r- 
ket regulation persist? 

For fee Brussels plannis, 
the answer is that a federal ro l- 
etary policy wfll help to iron ^it 
the boom' and bust cycli&l 
movements while closer 
dination on tax and spen 
will operate in parallel. 

And we are seeing signs 
fee prospect of Emu is taavig 
an electro-shock effect on tfe 
most entrenched ecouomid 
forcing governments and con 
panies in France, Belgium an 
Germany to adopt the “Angw 
Saxon” style hire-and-fire labod 
model which Britain andlrelan| 
have already embraced. 
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LOOP PILE 
CUT PILE 

HARD FLOORS 

CYLINDER 

oUPRIGHT 


MIELE HAS 





SolutI 


on 


TO THE GREAT FLOOR PUZZLE 

Your home may have a mixture of carpets, rugs and hard floors, but do 
you realise that they each require different vacuuming methods? ft's not a 
question of upright or cylinder - it's the floortiead and suction that matter. 

The Miele Solution, supplied with three floorheads and on-board 
tools, provides the cleaner that does it ail. 

Add to that its 1500 watt motor which gives it bags of suction, the 
cleanliness and convenience of the self sealing dustbag, and you'll 
soon come to realise that whatever the floor covering, 
there is only one Solution. 



STANDARD HEAD 
FOR LOOP PILE 


PARQUET HEAD 

for wood, mm 

AND OTHER 
HARD FLOORS 


itiRBOBRUSH 
FOR CUT PILE 


Miele 

Anything else is a compromise 


For details of local Miele stockists call (during office hours) 01235 554455 Brochure line (24 hr) 012‘ |J 55448^ 
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. it- s — « — — ' micsi prize - the 

Best Use of Photography award in 

llie 1998 Newspaper Awards. 

Open to all newspapers, national 
- and regional, the entries were judged 
for content and reproduction. The 
panel of industry judges said: “The 
Independent’s combination of out- 
standing photography and sensitivity 
.. and the imaginative use of pho- 
; cographs within the newspaper were 
unmatched. “Highly visual events 
such as the Princess of Wales’ funeral 
• w« e powerfully expressed, with im- 
ages a dominant contributor to the 
editorial coverage. The bold use of 
photography has characterised this 
title over the last year, and makes it a 
dear leader in the field." 

David Swan bo rough, The Inde- 
pendent’s picture editor, explains how 
be and his team of photographers 
. stand out from the rest of the pack: 
“This latest commendation recognis- 
es that not only are our photographs 
outstanding, but the way in which 
they are used on the page gives them 
an unrivalled impact. 

“Thke Nicola Kurtz's photograph 
of Red Indian John Black FeatheT on 
a trip to London. No other national 
newspaper would allow a picture, 
spreading across eight columns, to 
dominate the front page like that 
“The photograph was effectively 
the day's splash. We are saying that it 
is the most original and fresh thing in 
the paper. And as such, the best way 
to attract readers. 

“Things have changed over the 
years, of course. Many people 
thought that a paper known for its 
use of black and white photography 
would not adapt to the introduction 
of colour. Clearly they have been 
I proved wrong. At one stage we used 
a lot of menacing weather scenes, 
but we have moved on from that be- 
cause keeping things fresh is a real 
priority. 

“Our photographers tend to work 
away from the pack. They try to get a 
different take on the day’s events by 
careful observation. The last thing I 
want to see is a snapshot, or the 
same picture everyone else has got. 

"Photographers have to be flexi- 
ble. It is not every day that we are 
going to get a royal wedding or a fu- 
neral. A dull event needs to be made 
into something special Tom Pilston’s 
picture of Michael Heseltine is one 
example of this. It completely sums 
up the scale of the Conservatives’ de- 
feat. while producing a really differ- 
ent, fresh image. This photograph 
has everything. It is humorous, imag- 
inative and speaks volumes. It is also 
one of my personal favourites. 

“We always allow our photogra- 
phers to experiment with their pic- 
tures because photography is an art 
form. Instead of just producing a 
black and white image, for example, 
they will tint it for effect. We also 
the unusual. John Voos’ image 
of a masked woman at the Edin- 
burgh Fringe Festival is a ‘stand- 
alone’ picture which tells a story m 
itself. It also makes yon look twice. 
There is something strange, perhaps 
slightly unnerving about it. 

“We have tremendous freedom to 
produce original photographs in The 
Independent . . In the Tune Off section 

on Saturdays we have an open bnet 

10 produce the images we want. 

“And I suppose this is The Indepen- 
dent's secret We use pictures to reflect 
stories, inform readers and entertam. 
And we have the freedom to use them 
property. This selection of pictures, 
taken during the past year, represents 

I the best of what we do. 

4 selection of photographs taken on 
'independent foreign ax&unents can 
fc on the front of Saturday s 

j. Ttnte Off section. 


By Andrew Buumtan: Kensington Palace, I September 1997 


By Nicola Kurtz: John Black Feather, who came to London to retrieve the remains of his tong-dead ancestor 

An Independent eye 






By Tom Pllston: The Tory conference. Michael Hesdtine’s face says it all 


By Brian Harris: One Man, training at dawn in Greystoke, Cumbria 



Nicole Veash By parti England v ^ Twickentom. Nov^nber IW7 


Don’t you know that it’s different for boys? 


j^StrW wants to sort them 
A charity'is also on ther case. Lfttle 
bonder, says Angela N«is«w 

ES&S& SSs&S 

arid watching && . figures, not to vpetdsOL 


sSrSfr’S “assk 

lager lout; if tfa^ fle ; N ing Biddulph^e^^uing 
muscles rather than ^ | ny “ era f ^rearing books. 

EShcarts.lhff '■£, author °f chfld' reanns 

rtnrf no sensitivity. Then 


will warn us that we must no 
longer assume that boys and 

giris are equals. It might be un- 

popular with feminist notions 
of child development, but Bid- 
duiph is categorical: boys are 
different to girls. Oh, and they 

are not difficult at all if we can 

just remember tins basic fact. 

Biddnlph will talk about the 
, importance of a Dad as foie 
model (or if there’s not a Dad 
around, a male friend) who can 
have contestsof strength, pfay- 
‘ fight and test physical prowess 
on the sports ground, how they 
can help boys feel pride and 
pleasure m thefr strength while 
also learning the difference 
between that and aggression. 

As a mother of two sons 
who, from tite momentnumber 
. one emerged into the worid 
- irMftn^j wriggling and s e e min g 
to flex diminutive musdrs, have 


been uproariously physical, 
noisy, energetic, testosterone- 
driving characters, I believe 
Biddnlph is saying something 
important. My sons were bom 
at a time when fe m i n ists - in- 
cluding me - were challenging 
everything to do with male cul- 
ture and trying to bring upshin- 
ing examples of emancipation. 

One thing that was abso- 
' lutely not acceptable was the 
boy child who tookswaggering 
delight in his physical strength. 
But, like someone with a dirty 

secret, I saentiy delighted in this 

and stffl do as they leap and 
cavort across the sitting-room 
floor throwing themselves into 
karate positions, wrestling with 
their Dad, towering over me 
and flexing inflatable pectorals 
They so obviously feel good 
about their big strong bodies 
and being admired for this 


most primitive and fundamen- 
tal maleness when it is shown, 
off without harming anyone. 
That satisfied, they , can also 
afford to let a soft side show. 

A measure of the success of 
feminism’s battle for equality 


v arsi ty, in work and in self- 


at home for the kind of young 
woman they were becoming. 
Conversely, those who were 

mt approved of did far less weJL 

Which brings us back to boys. 


It’s time to give our sons the 
encouragement they need. Forget the 
New Man: Let’s hear it for Real Boys 


and feminists' determination 
to bring up girls to feel good 
about themselves came last 
year with Adrienne Katz’s im- 
■ pressive work, “Can-Do-GirisT , 
showing that they are doing 
oven better at schtiol and nni- 


wbo now live in a climate that 
tells them just about everything 
they grew up believing boys 
should be is devalued or de- 
spised. Many see fathers out of 
work with badly punctured 
confidence, and the girls they 


are growing up among are 
unim pressed by the things they 
have assumed they should be. 

Vic Sekfler author of Man 
Enougfi (Sage), who bas worked 
with men’s groups for years, 
knows the feeling; “There is a 
feeling of cultural dislocation. As 
young men, we can no longer ndy 
upon what our fathers taught us." 
While Angela Phillips, mother 
of a son, who explored boys’ 
dilemma in The Trouble With 
Beys (Pandora) says: “Growing 
up male is hard - very hard. 

It seems to me that we have 
been so busy concentrating on 
girts and their rights and needs, 
that we are failing boys and we 
need to get back to enjoying 
who and what they are that is 
different Part of what is differ- 
ent is physical prowess - that 
bas been true as long as homo 
sapien has strutted the planet 


Charlie Lewis, a Lancaster 
University lecturer who has 
worked extensively on boys* 
behaviour, wisely points out: 
“The boy who can fee! his 
physical body is enjoyed is far 
more likely to be able to get 
dose to women and to other 
men, and to want to do well in 
other ways than the boy who 
feels what he is at the most fun- 
damental level is unaccept- 
able. But the trouble is, we’ve 
come to fear what boys are.’’ 

Of course, building up boys 
in a constructive way isn’t only 
about pride in their pbysicality. 
They need to fed valued in many 
ways, they need Dads who can 
show them how. Women have 
done their bit to help girls rush 
ahead. Now it's time to give our 
sons the encouragement they 
need. Forget the New Man: 
Let’s hear it for Real Boys. 


> 
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Tony’s not for turning 
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Blair looks laid back but 
he won't stray from his 
agenda Anthony Bevins, 
political editor, reports 


ANYONE wbo sees Tony Blair working in 
his shirt-sleeves from a couch in a small and 
unassuming ante-room of No 10 knows the 
difference he has made to the style of Gov- 
ernment. Relaxed, confident and deter- 
mined to keep the “big picture" firmly in 
his sights, he has made remarkable progress 
over the past year, not least in bringing 
about a revolution of constitutional reforms, 
from devolution through to freedom of in- 
formation. 

The Good Friday- agreement on North- 
ern Ireland, the start that has been made 
on lifting the beef ban, publication of a 
green paper on welfare reform. Bank of 
England independence, the handgun ban, 
and the investment of the windfall tax in 
welfare to work are just a small part of the 
momentous changes introduced in the past 
year. Yet, a deep-seated cynicism, if not 
detestation, pervades parts of the Labour 
Party when Mr Blair's first-year record is 
' discussed. 

The Prime Minister's lengthy 
anniversary letter to party members last 
week may have said: “The support of ail 
Labour members, young and old. new and 
long-standing, is vital both to maintain the 
momentum of this government and to win 
the next election victory," but the most 
snide and venomous criticism of Mr Blair 
and the first Labour administration for a 
generation comes today from Labour MPs 
and party members, as often as not speak- 
ing anonymously. 

But as Jack Straw - one of the Blair 
favourites -said in a speech this week, the 
Prime Minister has no interest in the ide- 
ological battles of the pasL nor the dashes 
of the traditional class-based left-right 
divide. “Indeed, where we can work with 
other parties or with people without a party 
political background, wc will do so," Mr 
Straw said. 

Mr Blair has moved beyond ideology, 
beyond party, and is moving to a new way 
of doing things. “What marks us out from 
the politics of the past," Mr Straw said, “is 
that we will not hesitate to do what is right 
and in the best interests of the country as 
a whole." 

If that means treading on the toes of 
the old Labour left, or the trades unions, 
or any other traditional Labour pressure 
group, Mr Blair will do it without fear or 
favour. To the Labour critics, it seems that 
only the CBI, the royals, and Rupert Mur- 
doch can expect more favours than fairness 
demands. The bitterness that generates 
among old and faithful supporters is nat- 
ural, but it wilJ nor deflect Mr BJairfrom 
his project: a society in which economic 
efficiency and social justice go hand in 
hand. 

But the efficiency side of the equation 
is the one that creates most internal 
Labour dissent; fuelled by the demand for 
more money to be spent on the poor and 
the needy today, rather than tomorrow, and 
paid for by tax increases if necessary. Mr 
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C Our aim is to 
fight poverty, 
not increase it; 
narrow social 
division, not 
widen it; and 
extend 
opportunities, 
not deny them } 




Blair, as always, wants a balance; as be said 
in last week's party letter “The whole gov- 
ernment shares Gordon Brown’s deter- 
mination to get the public finances on a 
sound footing. We want public money spent 
on the things we care about, not on pay- 
ing the interest on debts built up under the 
lories. Nor do we want spending today to 
become cuts tomorrow.” 

Mr Blair’s love affair with fiscal pru- 
dence drives some members of his party 
to distraction. But his devotion is no pass- 
ing fad or fancy infatuation; it is absolute. 
Whether the voters will acknowledge the 


change and reward Labour with another 
five-year, full-term majority depends on 
fickle gratitude, the speed with which 
W illiam Hague ran fide his party into shape, 
and the unforseeable crises that will in- 
evitably batter government popularity 
1 over the next four years. 

For the moment, the voters appear more 
convinced than the party members, inside 
the Commons and out. A MORI survey 
carried out for the Sun at the weekend sug- 
gested a staggering five per cent swing to 
Labour since the election last year, putting 
Labour on a 54 per cent rating. But only 


two in five of those questioned felt that 
Labour had kept its election promises on 
health, education and jobs, mid an Inde- 
pendent poll carried out by Harris Research 
found that only 49 per cent felt the Gov- 
ernment had on balance been honest and 
trustworthy. 

Yet the Prime Minister is unimpressed 
by polls like these: he believes strongly that 
if be and the Government do the right 
things, the voters will re-elect them. 
Neither party dissent, nor public conflict 
will deter him from the agenda he has set 
himself for welfare reform - the most ten- 


dentious issue he could tackle as a Labour 
leader. 

In his letter to party members, Mr Blau- 
said: “It would be easy to put complex and 
controversial areas like welfare reform on 
the back burner. But if we are to make a 
difference, we need to start now.” This fol- 
lowed his comment in the foreword to the 
March green paper “Work for those who 
cam security for those who cannot." 

Now, party members are being told “We 
believe that society has a responsibility to 
help people in genuine need, who are un- 
able to look after themselves. But nobody 


would deny drat people have a responsibility 
to help provide for themselves when they 
can or that a job is the best route out of 
poverty for those wbo can work... 

“It is about delivering a more efficient^ 
system. Our aim is to fight poverty, not in- * 
crease it; narrow social division, not widen 
it; and extend opportunities, not deny 
them." The public and the party should not 
be deceived by that realty charm and the 
shirt-sleeve style. Mr Blair intends to 
change society, as be has changed his party, 
and as far as he is concerned, those that do 
not like it will have to lump it 
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WIN a champagne weekend 
break at Down Hall Country 
House Hotel 



Taka part in our unique 
competition and you could 
be pampering yourself 
with a luxurious weekend 
break at Down Hall 
Country House Hotel, an 
elegant Italian style 
mansion, near Bishop’s 
Stortford. Hertfordshire. 


Prize to be taken by 
30/1 1/9& 7 


Set in over 100 acres of 
beautiful woodland, park 
and landscaped gardens, 
Down Hall is a perfect 
example of quality 
craftmanship from die 
Victorian age. With a 
history Just as rich and 
intricate as the carvings 
dating bade to 1540, 


To enter this competition 
simply dial the number 
below answer the 
following question on line 
and leave your name, 
address and contact 
number: 


Q: Where did 

Champagne get its 
name from? 


0930 563 442 


Italian style mansion has 
y been 


refurbished 
to the highest standards. 


Your prize would Indude 
cwo nights luxury 
accommodation for two in 
a superior double/twin 
room, full English 
breakfasts, * candlelit 
dinners in the restaurant, 
complimentary use of the 
leisure facilities induding 
leisure pool, sauna, 
whirlpool spa, mini-gym, 
tennis courts and fitness 
trail plus champagne on 


trail pli 
arrival 


If you ore not fcjdcy enough to win 
why not taka adntnoge of the 
following exclusive offer for 
Independent readers? 25% off 
weekend breaks at Down HaS 
Country House Hotel Just £S2S0 
per person, per tight includes 
luxury accommodation, fug Engfbh 
breakfast. dinner and 

compSmaiury use of the leisure 
forties. Thb offer is based on two 
Anting a douWefam room fore 
minimum am night stay. kbvaSd 
until 3/st July 1998 I, subject to 
maiab&ty. To book call Dam HaS 
Country House Hotel on 0/279 
731441. mentioning The 

Independent reader after. 
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Promises, promises - but have they been kept? 




PLEDGE 1: 
.CLASS SIZES 


PLEDGE 2: 

YOUNG OFFENDERS 


THERE has been a significant 
advance in fulfilling Tony Blair’s 
promise to reduce dass sizes for 
five, six and seven-year-olds to 
a maximum of 30 by the end of 
the Parliament: by September, 
ministers will have kept tbeir 
pledge to cut doss numbers for 
a quarter of infants being taught 
in classes of more than 30. 

The class reductions are 
posable because £22m being 
spent on benefiting around 
1 00.000 children in 65 local 
authorities is coming from abol- 
ishing the Assisted Places 
Scheme, which subsidised 
pupils from poor backgrounds 
at fee-paying schools. 

It will be comparatively easy 
to fulfil the first stage of the 
pledge, but councils expect 
problems in a couple of years 
as parents d amour for places at 
popular schools and are turned 

away because dasses are too big. 

Ministers issued guidelines 
this week urging authorities to 
expand popular schools rather 
than putting extra children in 
unpopular ones. However, it 
may not always be physically 
possible to build extra class- 
rooms or adapt schools to meet 
parental demand. 

Difficulties may also arise if 
there are no! enough extra chil- 
dren to make another class and 
the nearest alternative school is. 
say. five miles away. Will a 
school be able to persuade the 
parents of the 31st five-year-old 
to send her to the second 
school? 

Pledge rating: 5/10 


IT WTLL lake until the end of 
tire century before the full im- 
pact of new government pow- 
ers to speed up youth justice is 
folly fell - although an order to 
the courts to sbarpen up their 
act has already made its mark 
on the time it takes for a case 
to be beard. 

The Home Office has set a 
71-day target time for dealing 
with a yonng offender from the 
point of arrest to sentencing - 
the national average was 142 
days in 1996 - but the legisla- 
tion has yet to come into force. 

Pilot schemes where courts 
will be set strict lime limits and 
solicitors, probation officers, 
and the police could face fines 
for dragging their feet, will not 
start unto October 1999. How- 
ever, publication of “best prac- 
tice” guidelines for courts seems 
to have spurred some magis- 
trates into action. In North 
Hampshire, for example, the 
time from a young offender be- 
ing charge to sentenced has 
dropped from 133 days to 89. 

The key legislation, the 
Crime and Disorder Bill will al- 
low courts to lock up persistent 
child offenders as young as 12 
while waiting for their cases to 
be heard. Other initiatives such 
as replacing repeat cautioning 
with a final warning, parenting 
orders, and child curfew orders, 
are also expected to have a 
knock-on effect on the number 
of teenagers going to court. 

For 12 month's work. Jack 
Straw’s output is impressive. 

Pledge ratin g 61 10 
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PLEDGE 4: 
EMPLOYMENT 
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PLEDGE 3: 

NHS WAITING LISTS 


Judith Judd 
Education Editor 


Jason Bermetto 
Crime Correspondent 


MAXIMUM embarrassment 
to ministers and maximum pain 
to the Treasury is the legacy of 
the pledge to cut NHS hospital 
waiting fists by treating an extra 
100,000. Instead of falling, the 
lists have risen by more than 
lOOjOOO in the past year and may 
rise further before they turn 
around. The cost of meeting the 
pledge will take a sizeable 
chunk of the NHS budget. 

Frank Dobson, health sec- 
retary, admitted six months 
after the election that waiting 
lists are like an oU tanker in 
being slaw to turn around. Bui 
even he did not expect it to be 


so slow or so difficult to achieve. 
With waiting lists now standing 
at 13m - a record - he ba$ 
pledged to reduce them to their 
pre-dec tion level of 1.2m by the 
end of March 1999. 

To meet this largel, Mr Dob- 
son is allocating £320m to health 
authorities in England for cutting 
the lists. 

Privately, ministers concede 
that the waiting-list pledge was 
a mistake. Getting lists down is 
possible if you are prepared to 
throw money at the problem. 
Keeping them down is a harder, 
perhaps impossible, task. 

Pledge rating: 0/10 


GETTING 250,000 under-25- 
y ear-olds off benefit and into 
work is one promise the Gov- 
ernment was unable to keep for 
the most ironic of reasons: the 
economic recovery under the 
previous administration 
mopped up more than half the 
potential “client group" 

When the pledge was made, 
some 250,000 young people be- 
tween 18 and 24 had been out 
of work for six months or more. 
Now the “snapshot” figure for 
those wbo quality for help is 
118,000. Over the next 12 
months, however, the Govern- 
ment expects 300,000 to go 
through its flagship New Deal 
scheme. By the end of the Par- 
liament, Whitehall calculates 
that more than 1m will have 
passed through the system. Pre- 
sumably, the manifesto's pre- 
diction that they will all go 
“into work" should not be tak- 
en loo literally. 

The money not used for 
Ihc 18 to 24-ycar-olds has 
meant extra resources for other 
Welfare to Work programmes. 

Ministers have been true to 
their word on the content of the 
New Deal scheme, which wfl] re- 
ceive £2.6bn over the next four 
years from the windfall -tax 
from the privatised utilities. 
Pledge rating: 6/10 


Borne dement 
Labour Editor 


PLEDGE 5: 
INCOME TAX 


Jeremy Laurence 
Health Editor 


NO INCOME tax rises, low 
interest rates and low inflation 
There is a reason. Gordon 


Brown’s favourite words are 
“prudent" and “long-term", 
and this pledge smacks of both. 

Tough public spending plans 
are the price of Labour’s deter- 
mination not to hit the middle 
classes with higher income 
taxes. Labour has not forgotten ^ 
the Tories’ tax bombshell attack 
in the 1992 election. 

The Chancellor has more or 
less stuck to the promise not to 
raise income tax. but it has 
frayed slightly at the edges 
because he has further reduced 
the rale at which home buyers 
get tax relief on their mortgage 
interest payments and is also 
phasing out the Married Cou- 
ples Allowance. 

Mr Bzown has also raised oth- 
er taxes, including employers* na- 
tional insurance contributions for 
higher-paid employees. The 
future looks likely to hold othefc 
backdoor tax increases. 

The Chancellor's dramatic 
decision to let the Bank of 
England set interest rates is the 
means of delivering the rest of 
the pledge. Fbr all the contro- 
verty over the strong pound, and 
how much the five interest rate 
rises since May have contributed 
to it, the level of rates at 72 5 
per cent, and underlying infla- 
tion at 2.6 per cent, is far lender 
than at the same stage of pte" 
vious business cycles. 

These achievements depend 
on the legacy of improved eco* 
Domic management set inpfaf* 
by Kenneth Clarke, but the 
new Monetary Policy Cbannii- 
tee should do an even betterjeb 
of keeping inflation aad bar- 
rowing costs low. * 

Pledge rating; 8/10 
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Diane Ctyfe 
Economics BRor 
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D°n Copland 


DON COPLAND was one of 
tbe most important figures to 
emerge in the field of spiritual 

heakigm th e 20 years 

Having been broughi up a 
Ctaitumovenh,^^ 

panded his interest into corn- 
s'; K e,isiOD and early 
Oinstian foslory, including Lhe 

Dead Sea Scrolls and the Es- 
senes. He investigated healing 
through the ages and this led 
him to his first healing en- 
anmter inl968, when he h&led 

>ssecond wife, Audrey, of a 

diromc neck condition. 

Wth the preamble “Weil it 

cant do any harm!", he held his 

hands over his wife’s neck and 
in one session cured her of a 
year-old problem that had failed 
io respond to medical treatment. 

This success led him to train as 

a healer with the National Fed- 
eration of Spiritual Healers- 
and the words -It can’t do any 
harm!” became a carcbphrase. 

Spiritual healing is the chan- 
nelling of healing energies from 
a “divine source" through the 
healer to the patient, with the 
intention of boosting the body’s 
own recuperative abilities to 
combat a wide range of physi- 
cal and psychological condi- 
tions. A variety of research has 
been undertaken io demon- 
strate the scientific validity of 
healing, including studies on 
animals, plants and micro- 
organisms. as well as hum ans. 
Results have indicated the ex- 
istence of a real healing effect. 

The National Federation of 
Spiritual Healers (NFSH) was 


founded in 1955 as the first noo- 
denotni national professional 
body for spiritual healing. Cop- 
land became a Healer Member 
of the NFSH in 1977 and in 
1982, after two years as Vice- 
President, was elected Presi- 
dent. He held this position for 
seven years, only relinquishing 
it to take on the full-time job of 
■Administrator for seven years, 
after retiring from his job as a 
company director. His final 
role in the NSFH was as Media 
Consultant and Spokesperson. 

Copland’s experience in 
business, running his own en- 
gineering company, Winvfc En- 
gineering, with two partners 
for more than 20 years, meant 
that he brought practical ad- 
ministrative skills to the NFSH 
as well as a deep spiritual com- 
mitment. These combined qual- 
ities enabled him, with other 
colleagues, to transform the 
NFSH from a sleepy cash- 
strapped "dub" into tbe pro- 
fessional organisation that it is 
today - i he largest spiritual 
healing charity in the world. 
He worked tirelessly to bring 
spiritual healing into main- 
stream acceptance, gaining the 
British Medical Association’s 
approval of the NFSH Code of 
Conduct and helping to form 
the Confederation of Healing 
Organisations (CHO). 

He frequently appeared on 
television and radio to explain 
the value of spiritual h ealing and 
was the subject of many news- 
paper and magazine articles 
dting his healing successes. In 


attempts to produce measured 
evidence of the healing process, 
Copland's healing was moni- 
tored by Biofeedback Mind 
Mirrors (which measured 
brainwave changes in both Cop- 
land and his patient) and infra- 
red cameras (which showed 
white light building up in his 
hands and passing into bis pa- 
tient), but tiie real proof of its 
efficacy was in bis results. 

He was a founder member 
of the NFSH Healer Training 
programme and was a gifted tu- 
tor, well-known for his relaxed 
yet informed approach and no- 
torious for his jokes. His luck 
was also legendary, no healing 
fund-raiser or tombola was im- 
mune to his winning .qranlr; he 
was constantly donating prizes 
back. 

He wrote a definitive book 
on spiritual healing. So Jbu 
Want to Be a Healer? (1981), 
while his "Spiritual Reflections” 
column in the NFSH magazine 
Healing Review (now Healing 
Today) was one of its most pop- 
ular features. He edited the 
magazine for many years and 
loved to write. He published sev- 
eral books of spiritual verse in- 
cluding Verses and Pnn/ers for 
Children (1977). The Healer’s 
Player which he wrote is used by 
healers throughout the country. 

Don Copland was bora in 
Lincoln in 1930. He was called 
up for National Service when he 
was 18 and spent a large pro- 
portion of it in Malaya during 
the bandit war. In his bureau 
he kept a scrunched-up bullet 


which had flown in through the 
window of a troop train, hitting 
the seat behind his bead. His 
love of Oriental food dated 
from this period and led to a 
general interest in cooking. 

He was also a keen garden- 
er and his healing hands meant 
that everything he grew was big- 
ger and better, he used to say 
that be channelled healing 
through the water in the 
hosepipe. He was very practical 
and as well as building sets for 
years for Frank Muir's amateur 
dramatic company, the Thorpe 
Players, be also as a young 
man built a home from scratch 
on the banks of the River 
Thames near Chertsey, in Sur- 
rey. He was a talented sports- 
man, playing hockey and tennis, 
and also loved driving, especially 
in car rallies. 

He had an affinity with an- 
imals and birds and found that 
they responded particularly well 
to healing. Several of his most 
recent “patients” were dogs, 
who sal as still and contented 
os could be while Copland’s 
hands were laid over them. 

Ruth Copland 

DorM Frank Cop kind spritual heal- 
er and businessman: bom Lincoln 
25 November 1930: Wce-Preskfent, 
National Federation of Spiritual 
Healers 198042, President 1982- 
89, Administrator 1989-96; married 
1954 Anne Taylor (one son; marriage 
dissolved 1964), 1964 Audrey Murr 
(one daughter, marriage dissolved 
1986); (Bed Camberley, Surrey 24 
April 1998. 



‘It can’t do any harm!’ The proof of Copland's spiritual healing was in its results 


* Arm and Jam mot 



FRANCE isn’t known as a great 
exporter of television formats. 
Coming up with a top-rated ed- 
ucational game show and selling 
it to 15 foreign countries is a 
most unlikely feat. Yet Armand 
Jammot, the French television 


producer and broadcaster, 
achieved this when he created 
Des Chiffies et Des Lettres in 1965. 

Within a few years. Des 
Chiffies el Des Lettres could at- 
tract more viewers than the 
French football cup final, with 
a peak audience of 15 million. 
When Channel 4 launched in 
November 1982, the first pro- 
gramme transmitted was Court! - 
down, a renamed version of the 
French show. Hosted by the 
brainy and now ubiquitous Car- 
ol Vordennan and the avuncu- 
lar Richard Whiteley, the late 
afternoon programme is still go- 
ing strong on British television 
and has recently spawned a hy- 
brid, Celebrity Countdown , of 
which its original creator might 
not quite have approved. 

Well aware of the French 


fondness for crosswords and 
mental arithmetics, Jammot a 
veteran of French radio quizes, 
devised a television show rely- 
ing on both. The format was 
simple, yet effective: nine vow- 
els and consonants drawn at 
random to spell the longest 
possible word, six numbers to be 
tabulated to reach or get close 
to a given figure in a race 
against the dock. TWo contes- 
tants, a host two judges to rule 
with a dictionary and a black- 
board. Not even a pocket 
calculator in sight. 

. Bom in 1922, Jammot first 
worked as a journalist with the 
regional paper France Du Cen- 
tre and then the national daily 
L ’Aurore. On his 33rd birthday, 
he joined tbe french commer- 
cial radio station Europe 1 


and worked on audience- 
participation shows like Vous 
Etes Formidables! (“You’re Am- 
azing!”), on which listeners 
helped people in need. The mid- 
Fifties were the golden age of 
French commercial radio and 
Jammot proved a natural. He 
launched Verdict, a programme 
which asked a panel of listen- 
ere to rule on a matter of con- 
science. before he was poached 
by a rival network, KTL 
He found time, too, to write 
two filmscripts; Le Passage du 
Rhin, directed by Andr6 Cayatte 
and featuring Charles Aznavour, 
won a Golden Lion in Venice in 
1960 while Les Risques du Meti- 
er, directed by Andr6 Cayatte 
seven years later, gave Jacques 
Brel his film d£but as a teacher 
accused of rape by a pupil. 


In 1962, Jammot joined the 
newly launched television sta- 
tion Antenne 2 and devised a 
variety of shows which would 
eventually constitute up to 35 
per cent of the channel’s output. 
Des Chiffies et Des Lettres of 
course, but also the daily mag- 
azine sbow.4ujourd7iui Madame 
and, most famously. Les Dossers 
de I'Ecran (“Tbe Small Screen 
Files"). The show, which ran 
from 1967 to 1991, gave over the 
whole evening schedule to a spe- 
cific theme. A feature film 
opened proceedings, followed 
by a studio debate with experts 
and a viewer-phone-in. Though 
operating in a still tightly con- 
trolled broadcasting environ- 
ment, Les Dossiers de I'Ecran 
managed to tackle issues like 
drug-taking, prostitution, homo- 


sexuality. collaboration under 
the Vichy regime and the war 
in Algeria. Audience interest 
often caused the studio switch- 
boards to collapse. 

Jammot considered that "tde- 
participation ” was a natural ex- 
tension of tbe broadcaster’s 
public mandate. In 1976, after be- 
coming director of programmes 
at Antenne 2, he convinced 
President Vafory Giscard d’Es- 
taing to answer questions from 
a live studio audience. Jammot 
then successfully repeated the 
trick with the actor Yves Mon- 
tand and nearly convinced the 
monstre sacre to run for office. 

But Jammot never pushed 
himself in front of the cameras: 
“It’s not in my nature to appear 
on television. I don’t have the 
temperament necessary to per- 


form." Instead, he thought up 
more shows, such as Yalta True 
(“There’s a Trick”), L 'Homme du 
20emc Siecle ("20th-Century 
Man"), La Bourse aux Jddcs 
("Stock Exchange for Ideas") 
and. with tbe help of his son 
Maurice, devised dozens of 
board games. 

Jammot retired in the early 
Nineties and courageously 
fought a cancer which weakened 
his body but not his vision. “Of 
course, I still have ideas. When 
I ran out of them, you can write 
my obituary!" he said. 

Pierre Perrone 


Armand Jammot, television and ra- 
dio producer, broadcaster, journal- 
ist and board-game inventor bom 
AifbrtvHle, France 4 April 1922; 
married; died Paris 19 April 19 98. 


Professor Henry Blumenthal 


HENRY BLUMENTHAL was 
a leading British scholar in the 
area of Neoplatonism, one of a 
small band of pioneers, includ- 
ing his friends John Rist and De- 
nis O’Brien, who emerged from 
Cambridge in the early 1960s as 
students of F.H. Sandbach, so 
eminently broad-minded that he 

let them pursue such an odd bird 

as the philosopher Plotinus. 

Of these three, only Blum en- 
thal remained to fly the flag of 
Neoplatonism in England, Rist 
moving to Toronto and O’Brien 
to Paris. Taken on in Liverpool 
in 1965 by the father of Neo- 
plainnic studies in Britain, Hi- 
lary Armstrong, Blumenthal 
went on to succeed him, and to 
become himself the senior 
figure in the field. 


Henry Blumenthal was born 
in J 936, and attended Mill Hill 
School in London before going 
on. after National Service in the 
RAF, to Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, whence he graduated in 
the Classical Tripos in I960, with 
Philosophy and Linguistics as 
his special topics. After a year 
in Paris, he returned to Cam- 
bridge to do a PhD. which he 
gained in 1964. The topic, a 
study of Plotinus’ psychology, 
was published In due course as 
Plotinus' Psychology: his doc- 
trines of the embodied soul 
(1971), and was immediately 
hailed as the authoritative work 
on the subject in England. 

Plotinus’ doctrine in this 
area is in fact peculiarly subtle 
and complex, and its ramifica- 


tions continued to exercise Blu- 
menthal throughout his career. 
Indeed, he left behind him an 
almost complete commentary 
on Plotinus’ major essay “Prob- 
lems of the Soul” ( Enncads IV 
3-5). which we must hope will 
see the light of day. 

He expanded from this Io a 
comprehensive knowledge of 
every aspect of Neoplatonic 
psychology, based as it is on 
valiant attempts to reconcile 
Aristotelian doctrine, as ex- 
pressed in tbe DeAnima, with 
that of Plato, with which it 
might seem to be in flat con- 
tradiction. fia a long series of ar- 
ticles, over a quarter of a 
century (many of which were 
gathered together in his 1993 
collection Soul and Intellect ), 



Blumenthal; Neoplatonism 

Blumenthal continued to ex- 
plore various aspects of this, 
and of the Neoplatonic recep- 
tion of Aristotle in general - 
a remarkable phenomenon. 


with many consequences 
for medieval and later philos- 
ophy. This resulted ultimately 
in a comprehensive study pub- 
lished in 1996, Aristotle and 
Neoplatonism in Late Antiquity. 

Following a brief stint at 
Mount Allison University in 
Canada (where he met his wife 
Anna), Blumenthal secured an 
appointment as Lecturer in 
Greek at Liverpool, and re- 
mained there for the rest of his 
working life, rising from Lec- 
turer to Senior Lecturer to 
Reader, and then, from 1983, 
Head of Department In 1997, 
to the pleasure of his many 
friends and admirers, he was ho- 
noured with a persona] chair. 

Though troubled periodi- 
cally by illness, he was a great 


source of fun and inspiration to 
a host of colleagues around the 
world. I recall in particular a 
mad and illegal assault on 
Mount Etna in September 1994. 
The peak of Etna was off lim- 
its, since it had swallowed up a 
group of German tourists a 
few months before, but Blu- 
menthal was not to be put oft 
and talked Andrew Smith and 
myself into joining bim. We 
slipped away from our guided 
lour, and got away with it, but 
we might well not have - espe- 
cially as Blumenthal contrived 
to slip at one point in our de- 
scent and somersaulted past me 
out of the mist. 

It may seetn strange that a 
man who personally was not 
persuaded of the immortality of 


the soul, or indeed of the exis- 
tence of a transcendent deity, 
should have devoted his career 
so successfully to the study of 
Neoplatonism, but he did. Per- 
haps the presence of Aristotle, 
with whose views he would 
have been more in sympathy, 
made things more congenial. 

John Dillon 


Henry Jacob Blumenthal, classical 
scholar bom Leipzig, Germany 30 
March 1936; Lecturer in Greek. Liv- 
erpool University 1965-74, Senior 
Lecturer 1974-78. Reader 1978-97, 
Head of Deportment of Greek (lat- 
er Classics and Archaeobgy) 1983- 
90, Professor 1997-98; married 
1966 Anna Posner (one son, one 
daughter, one foster daughter); 
died Catania, Sidy 23 April 1998. 


Ramakant 

Desai 


RAMAKANT DESAI was a 
medium-fast bowler who al- 
ways looked both undersized 
and underweight for the job, 
first appearing in England in 
1959, as if from school, at the 
age of 19. He bowled and he 
bowled, contributing 600 of the 
1,500 overs delivered by the 
opening attack (with Surendra 
Nath) on that tour. India won 
only seven of their 35 matches, 
losing 11, but “Tiny” Desai 
never lost bis smile. 

He had won his tour place 
after an outstanding debut sea- 
son for Bombay in which he had 
taken 50 Ranji Trophy wickets 
at an average of II with his 
right-arm attack, developing 
outswing from a textbook ap- 
proach and delivery. Chosen for 
bis first Tfest match in Delhi, in 
the final match against the 
powerful West Indies, he 
bowled 49 overs to take 4-169 
in a score of 644-8. 

“He had rare ability and it 
was a pity that he bad to be 
brought to England almost 
straight out of junior cricket,” 
grumbled Wisden's report of the 
following tour. “He possessed 
that very rare attribute of being 
able to bowl outswingers to 
right-hand batsmen and had 
endless courage. He found him- 
self terribly overworked in the 
Tests: the Leeds crowd must 
have wondered from where he 
found his stamina as be toiled 
with little respite." 

John Arlott wrote of him 
that year. “Desai. who reached 
the age of 20 during tbe Lord's 
Tfest, commanded a peak of 
pace surprising in a man only 
nine stones in weight and he 
concealed a disconcerting 
bumper.” 

English crowds then and 
now respect cheerful effort, es- 
pecially against the odds, and 
“Tiny” was an immensely pop- 
ular cricketer, admitting that all 
his hard travail in England also 
brought much learning. Desai 
became a regular selection for 
India during the next decade, 
touring West Indies, Australa- 
sia. Pakistan and New Zealand 
and two more visits to England. 

Against Pakistan be re- 
turned 8-190 in Delhi and his 
best bowling was 6-56 against 
New Zealand in Bombay. In all 



Desah rare outswingers 

he took 74 Test wickets at an av- 
erage of 37 and also shares ihc 
Indian record ninth-wicket part- 
nership with Padmanabh Joshi, 
149 against Pakistan in 1960-61. 
“1 rale turn among our four best, 
along with Dattu Phadkar, 
Kapil Dev and Java gal Sri- 
nath,” said Raj Singh Dungapur, 
President of the Board of 
Control. 

In later veais Desai went into 
business and only recently re- 
signed as chairman of selectors. 

Derek Hodgson 

Ramakant Bhikaji Desai cricketer 
bom Bombay 20 June 1939; died 
Bombay 28 April 1998. 
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Birthdays 

Mr Naira Artalah. publisher. 67; Sir 
Richard Brooke, chartered accoun- 
tant, 83; Mr Steve Cauthen. jockey, 
38: Mr Ian Curteis, playwright, 63; 
Lord DahrendorE. fanner Woden, , St 
Antony’s College Oxford, 69; Sir 
Henry de WwlQC 67: Mr Glenn 
SrcL actor, 82; Dr Michael Gold- 
stein, Vice-Chancellor, Coventry 
University, 59; Sir Irvine Goddmg. 
former High Court Judg=, 8& Mr 
wpb Heller, novelist, 75. Mr W. 
Leonard Hyde, former president, 
1 permanent Budding Society, 
84; Professor Philip King , sculp tor, 
MlMiss Joanna Luinley, actress, 52; 
Sir Bruce McPhail managing dtreo 
tor. P & 0, 59; Mr Bo NOssoa. a»m- 
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Lindsay Isjng, tonner - 

E 84; Col SirGreviDeSpran, 
former Lord Mayor of LontoML 
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Surcieal Endocrinology, 

Sate Medical School, London 
Sj®. ■tq. gjf John Wheeler, for- 

Un fSp 58 ^hniral Sir John «■ 
^^^ r Commander4n-ai.ef, 

Naval Home Command, 66- 

Anniversaries 

Breton. 1855. 

H poet, 1700; 
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plorer, 1873. On tins day: the Union 
of Scotland and England was pro- 
claimed, 1707; the Condon Library 
was officially opened, 1841; in New 
York, tbe Empire State Building 
was opened, 1931. Today is May Day 
(Labour Day) and the Feast Day of 
St Amaior or Amarre, St Briocus or 
Bridie, St Joseph tbe Worker, St 
Peregrine Laziosi, St Sigisraund 
of Burgundy and St Thecdard of 

Narbonne. 

Lectures 

National GaRery: Stella Gambling, 
"Gardens (I): Lsoaet,A Lady in a 
Garden taking Coffee with some 
Children", lpm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Patricia Baker, “Chinese Tbaih 
Figures”, 230pm. 

Tace Gallery. JuKRedfem and CoL 
in Wiggins, “Artists on BotmaitT, 
lpm. 

Gresham College, Barnard’s Inn 
Hall, London EC1: Professor Colin 
PflEnger, “Carbon Skeletons or 
Chemical Fossas”, lpm. 

Synagogue services • 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 8.09pm. 

United Synagogues 0181-343 8989. 
Federation of Synagogues; 881-202 
22d3. Union of Liberal and Progressive 
Sy na gogues 0171-580 U63. Reform 
•Syn ag ogues of Great Britain: OiH -349 
4731. Spanish and Portuguese Jews 
Co ngregati on: 0171-189 1573. New 
London Synagogue (Masorti): 0171- 
328 1824. 


LAW REPORT: i may ms 


Tenant must pay rent due at date of order 


Maryland Estates Ltd v Bar- 
Joseph and another; Court of 
Appeal (Lord Justice Beldam and 
Mrs Justice Bracewefl) 23 April 
1998 

THE COUNTY court had 
power under section 138(3) of 
the County Courts Act 1984 to 
order a tenant against whom 
possesion was claimed for non- 
payment of rent to pay not only 
rent due at the date of service 
of thewrit, but also rent payable 
up to the date of the order. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed the appellant’s appeal 
against an order made in the 
county court in possession 
proceedings against the 
respondents. 

The appellant was the free- 
hold owner of premises let to 
the respondents, who fall into 
arrears in payment of the rent 
and service charges. The ap- 
pellant issued proceedings in 


the High Court claiming pos- 
session of the premises, and ar- 
rears of rent and service 
charges up to and including 25 
December 1994. 

The proceedings were re- 
mitted to the county court, and 
in October 1996 the appellant 
applied for a declaration that 
it was entitled to possession, 
and for an order that the re- 
spondents should give up pos- 
session unless, within 28 days 
of judgment they paid the rent 
and service charges claimed, and 
also sums falling due since tbe 
issue of the summons in respect 
of rent and service charges. 

The deputy district judge 
made a declaration in the ap- 
pellant's favour, but considered 
that he bad no power under 
section 138(3) of the County 
Courts Act 1984 to order tbe 
respondents to pay more than 
the arrears of rent due at the 
date of service of the writ His 


order was confirmed by the 
county court judge. The 
appellant appealed. 

Nicholas Dowdmg QC (MaUhousc 
Cheivtierijorihe appellant; Arthur J. 
Moore f Jim McKame & Co) for the 
second respondent; the Just respondent 
did not appear and was not represented. 

Lord Justice Beldam said 
that the issue turned on the in- 
terpretation of the phrase “all 
the rent in arrears” in section 
138(3) of the 1984 Acl The 
wording of section 52 of the 
County Courts Act Amend- 
ment Act 1856, which itself 
largely followed the language 
used in section 212 of the 
Common Law Procedure Act 
1S52, was undoubtedly the 
statutory forerunnner of sec- 
tion 138 of the 1984 AcL Sec- 
tion 52 made it clear that at 
each stage of the proceedings 
for possession all the rent in ar- 
rears had to be paid without 


limiting or qualifying the ar- 
rears to those due when the 
summons was issued. 

In construing the words of 
section 138 of the 1984 Act it 
was important not to lose sight 
of the purpose of the Acl 
which was to grant relief against 
forfeiture. The court should not 
resort to a literal construction 
of words which had been giv- 
en a purposive interpretation in 
Acts granting s imil ar relief 
unless driven to do so. 

Moreover, the county court ' 
judge’s construction depended 
upon the theory that the lease 
was in a state of suspended an- 
imation and was only revived 
when the order of the court 
granting relief from forfeiture 
was complied with. However, 
section 138(5) provided that 
the tenant granted relief con- 
tinued to hold the land “ac- 
cording io the lease without any 
new lease". 


The implication of the 
judge's approach was that if the 
tenant continued to hold under 
the terms of the lease, and (fid 
not pay rent during tbe period 
between the service of the sum- 
mons and the making of the 
judge’s order, he would at once 
be in breach of covenant, for 
further rent would be in arrears 
and the lease would be liable 
to be forfeited immediately. 
The landlord could commence 
proceedings and the whole 
procedure would start again. 

Such an inconvenient result 
was easily avoided if it was as- 
sumed that lhe (ease continued 
to exist after service of tbe sum- 
mons on the tenant, that he re- 
mained under an obligation to 
pay the sum reserved in the 
lease as rent, and that all the 
rent in arrears meant the rent 
payable up to the date stated 
in the order. 

Kate O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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DENT 


Sinn Fein will 
have to get real 

IT IS time for the IRA to hand in its arms. We have said it before and we 
say it again. It has, of course, always been, true and the IRA has never been 
tikety to do it But now it s more important than ever, and we are approaching 
the point when the IRA fantasy of the “armed struggle" has to collide with 
reality. Something has to give. 

The Good Friday agreement made a tepnbti cjin aim for dfeannamentr 
it offers the IRA its best chance of achievin g its arm nf getting RrfrkVi “irrvYpc 
out”, as part of a process of multilateral disarmament by Which it, at the 
same time, gives up its weapons. There is, of course, no moral equivalence 
between IRA terrorism and the British armed services, but there is a prac- 
tical equation. If the IRA retains its weapons, the loyalist paramilitaries 
will keep theirs, and the British Army will stay. Violence will continue, 
the republican cause will be further marginalised. 

■ However, the IRA cannot be forced to band over its Annalites, mor- 
tars and Semiex, and shows no sign of even thwiHrig about doing so. Its 
statement yesterday was categoric: “There will be no decommissioning by 
the ERA.” In effect, it said that there would be no disarmament |tt»ni the 
“end of British rule in Ireland’ 1 , which mi g ht as weU be “not ever”. As John 
Hume, leader of the constitutional nationalists, has said, there is a “no sur- 
render” mentality on both rides in Ulster. Mr Hume told this newspaper 
recently that he could not imagine the ERA ever handing its guns to the 
British government He does think it is possible, though, that the issue could 
be handled by the international body set up to oversee decommissioning. 
But it is hard to be optimistic, and it is even harder to predict any move- 
ment before the election of the Northern Ireland assembly. 

So, what then? Hie question of decommissioning was the greyest of the 
grey areas in the Good Friday agreement, but was a necessary gap winch j 
allowed the rest of the deal to be stuck together.- At the last minute, at 
lunch time on Good Friday, the Unionists raised the issue of whether Sinn 
Fein leaders would be able to serve as ministers in the assembly while the 
IRA was fully armed. The Prime Minister jotted down a letter to David 
Trimble, the Ulster Unionist leader, promising to “support changes” to the 
agreement if its provisions for excluding people linked to terrorism turned 
out to be “ineffective”, and the deal was struck. 

The letter has been condemned colourfolly by Ian Paisley's crew as be- 
ing worth no more than Neville Chamberlain’s piece of paper. Predictable 
propaganda, of course, but there is the beginning of a credibility problem 
here. What if Ireland, north and south, votes yes in the referendum in three 
weeks’ time? What if Sinn Fein is elected to the assembly and Gerry Adams 
seeks to join the power-sharing executive? What then? 

Well, if the IRA will not give up any weapons, Sinn Fein is going to 
have some explaining to do. So far, most of the pressure in this process 
has been on Mr Trimble and the Unionists, and it is infinitely to Mr Trim- 
ble’s credit that he has stayed with it and reversed the traditional ab- 
stentionist stance of Unionism. Now the spotlight is going to swing bade 
to the republicans. 

No one believes Sinn Fein’s protestation that it and the IRA are sep- 
arate organisations. No one expects Geriy Adams to dissociate himself from 
the IRA. He has engaged in some extraordinary double-talk to embrace 
the ballot box without condemning the bullet, but the moment of truth is 
near. He ransacked the thesaurus to avoid “condemning” the ERA mur- 
ders which had him suspended from the peace talks earlier this year. He 
“regretted" them, as he regretted all killings, and, more significantly, called 
them “wrong". But if he wants to serve as a minister in the assembly, he 
will have to affirm his commitment to non-violence, and promise to “use 
any influence [he] may have to achieve the decommission mg of all para- 
military arms within two years”. 

That is what it says in the Good Friday agreement which Sinn Fein has 
not exactly signed up to, but gone along with.- Mr Blair has, rightly, ap- 
peased republican sentiment, as part of a strategy of kicking away, one by 
one, the moral crutches which support aimed republicanism. But now he 
has to lean on Mr Adams to repudiate the use or threat of force for po- 
litical ends in more explicit terms. Sinn Fein must take the first step to- 
wards achieving the “demilitarisation” it claims to seek. 


Brew Labour’s 
millennium beer tent 

MY GOODNESS! Just in case all you Brew XT drinkers. Rudders and Tet- 
ley bittermen out there were worrying, we can now confirm that yon will 
indeed be able to get a drink at the Millennium Dome. What’s more, you’ll 
be offered a wide range of real ales. This is extremely refreshing news, and, 
we suspect, will work wonders for the popularity of the Dome project 

It has long been the chant of his bitterest critics that Peter “it’s my round” 
Maude Ison, the minister responsible for the project, couldn’t organise a piss- 
up in a brewery. Well, he is the last person to be found crying into his beer 
and he has boldly decided to restore a bit of London pride. The “Inn at the 
Dome” will be a showcase for British brewing and will feature a new ale, 
called Man tty’s Revenge. Don’t drink too much of this, though, or you will 
soon find the room, and perhaps much else, spinning around you. Mind you, 
it might be tha t bit easier to fad tranquillity in the Dreamscape exhibition 
or use the Body Zone in order, as the organisers say, to “explore the dra- 
matic impact of lifestyle choices on the way our bodies behave and perform”. 

Ail in all it is a shrewd move by the Minister Without Portfolio But With 
A Drink In His Hand. He has an opportunity to show how “Brew Labour” 
can refresh the parts of the body politic that other parties cannot reach. 
Traditionally the brewers have been the allies of the Conservative Party. 
Mr Maodelson might be tempting them into New Labour's “big tent” through 
the organisation of this grandiose beer tent In any case we will soon be 
enjoying probably the best booze-up in the world. 



Mary Bell 

HOWEVER Hade the detail of Mary 
BeB’s cranes and childhood, however 
repugnant the issue of payment, 
the plain feet is that we urgently must 
come to understand the intergeaer- 
ational tr ansmissi on of abuse and 
brutality which has created the cul- 
ture of violence in which we present- 
ly live. The extremes are most often 
the ground on which we learn. 

Other less publicised sadistic 
abuse cases are thrown out of courts 
as improbable, because the general 
public, including lawyers, juries and 
doctors, read newspapers and see no 
detail of the blacker depravities of hu- 
man behaviour. It is a journalistic duty, 
however unpleasant, to lay these 
open to scrutiny and investigation 
without prurience. Satiation and re- 
vulsion are inevitable but we need to 
focus if there is any hope of finding 
even partial long-term solutions. 
MARJORIE ORR 
Director 

Accuracy about Abuse 
London NW3 

I WOULD not attempt to justify 
Mary Bell’s crimes, but I do not be- 
lieve that it is reasonable to put her 
fee on a par with a criminal who en- 
joys the proceeds of crime. 

Mary was not paid for commit- 
ting the crimes. She was paid for 
agreeing - long after she had com- 
pleted her sentence - to discuss the 
circumstances in which the crimes 
were committed. That is quite dif- 
ferent from allowing a drug dealer, 
a professional murderer, or a pro- 
fessional robber to enjoy the pro- 
ceeds of his orher crime. 1 fail to see 
how Mary's fee could provide an in- 
centive for other potential child 
murderers. 

RITA HALE 
London N1 

AS YOU comment in your leading 
article (30 April), cycles of childhood 
abuse and cruelty are repeated end- 
lessly. If Mazy Bell has succeeded 
thus far in providing her 14-year-old 
daughter with loving care, is this not 
a matter of some hope? And doesn't 
she and those who over the years 
have tried to help her deserve some 
credit? 

JOHN MITCHELL 
London SEJ3 


LETTERS 

Post letters to Letters to the Editor and include a daytime telephone number 
Fax 0171 293 2056; e-mail: letters@independenLco.uk E-mail correspondents are 
asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


SO THE tabloids have found Mary 
Bell and forced her and her child to 
flee. Will any of the reporters or ed- 
itors of these papers be prosecuted 
for child abuse? Naturally not. Will 
any proceeds of this story go to char- 
ity? What a foolish idea. What has 
happened with all the promises to 
protect privacy? Ignored when they 
are in the way of a good story. And 
these are the same people who are 
always pretending to support moral 
values, the responsible adults who at- 
tack a woman for a crime she com- 
mitted as a child 30 years ago. 
HERBERT SOTTUNG 
Friednchsdorf, Germany 

l ONCE knew Mary Bell's address and 
was approached by scores of jour- 
nalists each arguing that if she gave 
her story it would be a unique op- 
poitunrtyto let everyone know she was 
now a different person trying to lead 
a normal life. I found the only escape 
was to deity all knowledge of her. 

The newspapers gleefully rip- 
ping her apart for accepting a few 
thousand pounds are the ones winch 
would have offered ten times as 
much for an exclusive. What cynical 
swines newshounds can be (I was a 
journalist myself). 

KEN NORMAN 
Bowness-on-Solway, Cumbria 


plierto take the currency risk”. In fact, 
British companies have bid and paid 
in German marks, French francs, US 
dollars etc for decades, in order to re- 
main competitive. And for just as long, 
a forward foreign exchange contract 
has helped them to hedge the risk. It's 
not a euro issue - it’s daOy business. 

Bm wait - surety the best way to 
avoid this problem of exchange rids 
is to join the sin gl e currency. Then 
everyone can avoid paying exchange 
.rate premiums to those nasty foreign 
exchange dealers. 

Mr Redwood's obsession robs {urn 
of the vision which other nations such 
as the Austrian have. They are already 
duaJ-priaug in euro, and quoting euro 
equivalents in their daily papers -even 
on the stock market pages- to prepare 
their people nine months before the 
currency is even introduced. They will 
use the change to accelerate the grad- 
ual move away from the 19th-century 
medium of notes and coin, with Us ride 
of forgery and convenient untrace- 
abflity, and towards electronic payment 
by debit card and the electronic purse. 

Oh, for politicians who can see the 
potential of an inevitable idea rather 
than fitting to preserve a better yes- 
terday! 

PAUL G RATCLIFFE 
Tunbridge WeUs, Kent 

ONE UNDERSTANDS that it is 


IT WOULD appear, in the wake of 
the comments by the Prime Minis- 
ter and the Home Secretary on the 
Mazy Bell affair, that the people’s 
princess was pursued by the people's 
lynch mob. 

MARKTREGLOWN 

Bristol 

Join the euro club 

FOR A moment when I read John 
Redwood’s article “When the new 
tills ring” (27 April) I tho ught be m ust 
be visiting from another "ptHHiLL — 
Most interesting from a former 
DTI minister is the idea that wicked 
foreign companies “may decide that 
this is die time to force the British sup- 


one of the roles of a serious journal- 
ist to provoke thought, to suggest the 
implausible and to question accepted 
wisdom. However, Haznisb McRae 
(Comment, 22 April), surely had his 
tongue firmly in his cheek in suggest- 
ing that Britain would be as well off 
economically in the North American 
Free Unde Area (Naffa) it would be 
as a foil member of the euro dub. 

It is true that historically the UK 
has invested heavily in North Amer- 
ica. But in future the opportunities 
for investment in Europe, where cor- 
rationalisatioa and .consoli- 
dation has a Jong way to go before 
reaching the mature state of the US 
economy, will be for greater. These 
investment opportunities will be 


greatly e nhanc ed tty economic and 
monetary union. They would not be 
duplicated on the same scale by 
membership of Nafta if the UK re- 
mained a sterling island in a large US 
dollar bloc. 

Equally, I would suggest, the 
ctilforal affinity between Britain tend 
the rest of Europe, based on shared 
historic moral and social values, is 
stronger than onr identity with the 
laissez-faire doctrines of the US 

Plan A should be to declare our 
firm intention to join EMU as soon 
as possible, preferably before the next 
general election. This would ease 
pressure on the pound. It is, of 
course, a good idea to have a plan B 
up one’s sleeve; it should be to com- 
mit the UK to joining EMU as soon 
as economically possible after 200Z 

Any other solution would relegate 
the UK to a very minor role in world 
affairs. It is a kind suggestion of Mr 
Gingrich, but I suspect that once we 
were inside Nafta the Americans 
would eat us for breakfast. . 

NEIL MONTGOMERY. 

Woodbridge, Suffolk 

Arms catalogue 

IN HER piece on the Oxfam report 
about arms sales (23 April) Fran 
Abrams refers to a catalogue from the 
Defence Export Services Organisa- 
tion which lists eight UK companies 
involved in the manufacture and 
' suppty nf Small arms and amm un i tion, 

and compares this with a list of 120 
companies identified by Oxfom. 

I should clarify that this apparent 
disparity is because the catalogue in 
question, a commercial publication 
produced in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Defence, is designed to 
publicise British companies and 
products. It is not intended as a com- 
prehensive list. It is entirely up to 
companies themselves as to whether 
they wish to be included. 
OONAMUERHEAD 
Director of Information Strategy and 
News 

Ministry of Defence 


BSE mystery 

THE DEATH of Oare Tomkins - 

from CJD is very sad and vexy puz- 
zling (“Vegetarian dies after battle 
against CJD", 23 April). Clare is not 
the first vegetarian to; have con- 
tracted this disease allegedly caught 
by eating beef. We may be bariring 
up the wrong tree. 

More and more evidence indicates 
that BSE may not be caused by cat- ' 
tie feed but by exposure to 
organophosphate pesticides which at- 
tack the nervous system and are wide- 
ly used in farming andlforticultiire. 1 
Large doses were compulsorily used - " 

on cattle to kill warble flies. 

It has not been scientifically 
proved that BSE can be transmitted 1 
to people by eating beet This spec- 
illation has grown because the symp- 7 '■ 

toms of CJD victims are similar to - * 

those in BSE- affected cattle. There 
is evidence to suggest that CJD vic- 
tims may have been directly ex- 
posed to these pesticides through 
their work and have been particularly 
susceptible to their harmful effects. 

Clare Tomkins worked with animals 
which may well have been treated to 
kill parasites. For example, flea 
sprays and flea collars are impreg- 
nated with organophosphates. 

This evidence, which has not been 
thoroughly investigated so far, may 
throw new light on the BSE crisis. 

TERESA GORMAN MP 
(BWericay, C) 

House of Commons 


Top to bottom 

AS I WAS taugjhi at Chn*ridgs in 1935 
bya former Survey ofZndia geodesist, 
the real problem about the height of 
Mount Everest (Stephen Goodwin’s 
Everest Diazy, 30ApriJ) is not defin- 
ing the tep (which die Chinese did with 
their metal tripod) but the bottom, five ' 
hundred miles from the nearest sea..* 
JOHN WRIGHT 
F West Wittering, West Sussex 

Bite on exports : 



TWO depressing items on 30 April. 
British companies not interested in a 
new British breakihroagh in dental ' 
care. And a huge deficit on our man- 
ufactured goods. When will we team? 
ROBERT DAVIES 4* 

London SES 



Campbell, Blunkett and Fayed join the playground skipping circle 



MILES 

KINGTON 


Doctor, doctor. 

Spin me a line. 

If I'm in, 

Ted me J’mfine^ 

Say the same thing 
Ifl'mdyin’, 

Doctor, doctor, 

Spin me a line. 

JUST ONE of the many modern play- 
ground rhymes which seem to be based 
on modem political reality, as I have found 
out in my rhyme-collecting in schools 
■ round the country. Some of the Labour 
spin-doctors are even mentioned by name 
in the odd verse, as in this one: — 

Dr Campbell went for a ramble 
In a shower of rain. 

He shouted and raved 

Till the weather behaved 


And it never rained again. 

It seems extraordinary that Alastair 
Campbell’s legendary rudeness should 
have percolated through to school children, 
though H seems to show that education gets 
through somehow. Indeed, children have 
theirown views on education, as this skip- 
ping rhyme demonstrates: — 

Homework at morning 

Homework at night 
AH this homework 
Can't be right- 
'Ey this homework 
On David Blunkett. 

If HE can't do it 

Well just junk iL 

T mentioned yesterday a short rhyme 
about Loudon’s new mayor, which 


prompted one reader to send me this, 
heard at her local school:— 

Oh, who will be boss of London town ? 
Who wiR be mayor when the chips are down? 
'I,' said Ken, “/am the man. 

I can rule London if anyone can. 

For / was head of the GLC 
And everyone remembers me!” 

“/, ” said Jeff, * So please give me 
My last chance to make history! 

For I was head of the Tory party 
And t am rich, and my wife is arty ... " 
But when Ken and Jeff had had their say 
Everybody looked the other way. 

All on the left avoided Ffen's eye. 

ABon the right whispered, "Wiry Jeff? WHY?” 

It’s nice to see a bit of narrative ele- 
ment in modem playground rhymes, and 
there’s an element of story in the next one 


too, which seems to oe aoout uny Row- 
land and Mohammed A1 Fayed. 

Tmy Row had a safe deposit box 
In Harrods, where gentlemen buy their socks. 
And in this box his secrets lay 
And what they were, no one could say 
But Harrods belonged to Big Fat Mo 
Who {allegedly) longed to know 
What Tiny Row had locked (may. 

And so Vm rather afraid to say 
That Big Fiat Mo, allegedly. 

Got an X-ray scanner to see 
(This, we stress, is subjudice. 

And belongs to the realm of theory) 
Through the walls and right inside 
To see what Tmy had got to hide. 

All he saw was a bidet doux 
Saying “Vm British, unlike youT 
This made Mo as mad as hell, - 
Saying, “VO soon be British as well!" 


“No , * said Tony, *No t * said the Queen, 

“ Being Egyptian’s more yout scene. ” 

Room for just two more short ones. 
Dr Jack banned beef on the bone 
Because of a risk . . 

Of a million to one. 

Will Dr Jack come smiiirtgthrough? 

No, not by a chance 

Of a rmUion to two. 

John had a euro. 

Shiny new euro, 

John had a euro in his hat. 

John went shopping 
And paid with his euro; / 

Said the shopman to Jdfauty: 

"Ere, what’s THAT?t 
*■ 

More one day soon, I lope. 
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Beware the press when money 
and arrogance are on the loose 



ANDREW 

MARR 

ON MARY BELL AND 
THE B RITISH PRESS 


THISls not another article about Mary Bell. 

rest of us, and in particular the 
pr«s. We are supposed to be living in a gen. 
tier, calmer countiy - “Cool Britannia 4 - a 
ration blandly at ease with itself, basking in 
Uk semi-perpetual smQe of its young leader, 

5 e ° Id ?' u * ,t *® s aad savagery are behind us; 
life may be duller than in the Eighties, but it 
is nicer. 

Now comes the Hunt for Mary, a savage 
-ana pointless episode which disgraces tabloid 
journalism aiKl makes hypocrites of broadsheet 

people too. Let us review its successes so far. 

Success one: on Wednesday night, a 14 - 
year-old girl’s life was suddenly turned upside 
down when she learned her mother had killed 
two boys at the age of eleven. She discovered 
this traumatic fact not gently or at a time of 
her mother’s choosing, but because her bouse 
was surrounded by journalists in the middle 
of the night. Now that girl is stuck in police 
custody with no idea of what will happen next. 
This is a great thing to happen in a civilised 
and caring country, isn’t it? 

Success two: the families of Maiy Bell's vic- 
tims, who have by all accounts been living dam- 
aged lives ever since the 1968 murders, have 
had their privacy and fragile peace smashed 
apart. There is a Richardson grandson who 
didn’t know he had an uncle, killed at the age 
of four, until a couple of weeks ago. Why is 
their pain stirred up? Because Gitta Sereny, 
The Tones and then other papers decided the 
motives of the killer were so interesting that 
the victims' families’ feelings must come sec- 
ond. 

Success three: some newspapers have 
been sold on the back of this. Not very many, 
though. The tabloids were estimating no sig- 
nificant effect on their sale during the first cou- 
ple of days of the story, though that could 
change now, while of the broadsheets, only 
The Times itself has seen any real rise. Even 
then, we are probably talking about 14- 
20.000 per day, or around 2-3 per cent, over 
the first couple of days, which is small beer 
by its standards. Perhaps this is one of those 
“sensational" stories editors think sell papers, 
but which leave most normal people cold. 

This newspaper has reported the story, and 
that's our job; but we are bitterly unhappy that 
the story is running at alL It might have been 
all right had the original Times book deal 
stopped there; but the payment of Mary Bell 
has given worse papers their excuse to dig her 
out. 

Particularly disgraceful was Vie Sun , which 
gare a fistful of dues to the Bell family’s where- 
abouts. The paper then published a letter from 
the two victims’ families to Jack Straw, the 
Home Secretary, which concluded that Bell 
“should be found, named and shamed into pay- 
ing back this money”. I’m all for shamed, 
though she has been already, and for her pay- 
ing her money to charity. But why “found ? 
What is the point of “found" unless to mob 
her, or worse? 

The payment question is real, of course. 


There is something distasteful in the paying 
of criminals for their stories, however har- 
rowing they find the business of retelling the 
past. Was it worth paying this person ? In my 
view, no. I think Gitta Sereny is guilty of over- 
stating the importance of her book and what 
it reveals. 

And her explanation why she paid Bell is 
at best grossly naive. Sereny said, in a letter 
to the victims’ families that “If I hadn’t done 
so, I would have made myself guilty of done 
to her virtually since she was bom; to use her." 
Yet Bell, and more importantly. Bell's daugh- 
ter is being used. Sereny was, literally, the au- 
thor behind a chain of completely predictable 
events — serialisation, outrage, pursuit — 
which have probably destroyed that dairwp-ri 
family's las hopes of happiness or normali- 
ty. What do a few thousand quid m ean com- 
pared to that? 

Bizarrely, though, the Government’s re- 
action to this stoiy has missed the point en- 
tirely. Instead of focusring on the way in which 
a media bunt was spreading the damage in 
the Bell family to yet another generation, and 
stirring up the victims’ families' memories, the 
Prune Minister attacked the financial deal. “I 
cannot instinctively feel it is right that some- 
one should make money out of crimes ihat 
are absolutely appalling," said Tony Blair. 

It’s a perfectly reasonable view - unchal- 
lengeable. cwn- though it applies just as much 
to many other crime exploitation wheezes ibn t 
go unchallenged, such as the use of Mad 
Frankie Frazer to advertise a disgustingly sug- 
ary drink. 

In fact, to focus on the original Mary Bell 
crimes and Seren/s decision to pay her, rather 
than the bounding of the family now, Blair was 
taking the easy option. He was confirming the 
tabloid agenda rather ihnn challenging it Jack 
Straw, another thoroughly decent man, might, 
as Home Secretary, have said something about 
the media frenzy, particularly since his own 

family have endured s omething similar Instead 
he shored up the Sun 's self-rigbteous pop ulism 
by replying to the parents in an open letter. 

What should Mr Blair have done? He 
might have questioned the decision to seri- 
alise the book in the first place, thus creating 
the media frenzy that ensued. If he'd taken 
a bigger canvas, he should, and could, have 
suggested that we must eschew language about 
“monsters" and realise that abuse creates 
abuse, cruelty provokes cruelty, lb understand 
is not always to forgive, but it gives hope. That 
would have been an act of genuinely Christ- 
ian leadership. 

But even if all that's asking too much, the 
Prime Minister certainty should have at- 
tacked papers like The Sun for coming dose 
to breaking the law in homing in on the Bell 
home. But that, of course, would have been 
an anti-Murdoch act. This was all, it seems, 
a little too courageous for New Labour. Bet- 
ter go for the elderly author with the funny 
accent and the anonymous killer, the monster. 
The requirements of tabloid populism are 
seemingly so engrained that they cannot be 
evaded, even by a government as popular as 
this one. 

There are no heroes in this story. Crass ex- 
ploitation of human misery is our real theme, 
whether it masquerades as high-minded so- 
cial analysis or indulges in the language of the 
lynch mob. Editors followed the scent of mon- 
ey, and acted as right humbuggers the while. 
Politicians followed their new masters in the 
press, instead of stopping and thinking and 
giving a real lead. The author, Gitta Sereny 
doesn’t seem to have written a book-so ex- 
traordinary that all this miseiy is justified; yet 
her common-sense attitude to why evfl hap- 
pens is still infinitety preferable to the ranti- 
ngs about monsters and revenge. 

In the end money' and arrogance have 
merely made a few sad fives a little bit worse. 
Happy, everyone? 


First years don’t prove a thing - 
look to Labour history ... 



BEN 

PIMLOTT 

THE OMENS 
FOR BLAIR 


CONSENSUSES Me funny. 
When one is really raging, it is 
hard for anybody to stand out- 
side it without appearing ridicu- 
lous. At present, such a 
consensus exists about the Blair 
government. Observers ac- 
knowledge Tbny Blair’s excep- 
tional luck, but they are virtually 
unanimous in their appreciation 
of his political skills. One year 
after taking office, practically 
everybody has become New 
Labour - even Margaret 
Thatcher. William Hague seems 
the most New Labour of the lot 

The admiration is probably 
justified If the Government 
has been lucky - suicidal Tory 
party, buoyant economy, US 
president desperately in need of 
a friend, and so on -well, in pol- 
itics, you make your own luck, 
and Blair has exploited his own 
good fortune with exquisite 
adroitness. The reward has 
been a worldwide popularity un- 
matched for a British politician 
since the days of Churchill. It is 
extraordinary, and heartening, 
to see the way tables are turned 
Other countries (Germany, 
Japan), with their economies in 
the doldrums, wonder what the 
secret is, and want a Blair too. 

Yet trouble-free episodes in 
British politics have been so rare 
and brief that it is hard not to 
find something eerie about the 
present millpond If the Prime 
Minister has ordered his 
courtiers to keep anniversary 
celebrations sotte voce , his cau- 
tion may well be prudent, as in 
so many other things. 

New Labour, new era. new 
trajectory? Pbssibty. But if so, . 
the break with precedents will 
have to be emphatic. For . the 
truth is that Labour honey- 
moons have always ended in 
tears. 

The earliest comparison is 
with Ramsay MacDonald 
Labour's first-ever premier, 
who took office in January 
1924* and was the only previous 
premier to have had no prior 
government experience. 

MacDonald was physically 
imposing, prone to morally- 
uplifting rhetoric, good at diplo- 
macy, a commanding figure in 
his party, dismissive of the Left, 
good with the upper classes, and 
Scottish. Like Blair, he strove to 
turn Parliament into a grand 



Clement Atdee^s 1945 victory led to a miraculous year, followed by an 'annus horrendus’ 
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council of state rather than a 
confrontational arena, and 
quickly disposed of media wor- 
ries about Labour's fitness to 
govern. His first few months 
were a great relief to Bucking-' 
ham Palace, which harboured a 
suspicion that a Labour gov- 
ernment might lead to a Bol- 
shevik revolution. 

However, the analogy ends 
there. Labour's minority status 
made the Government depen- 
dent on the Liberals, who quick- 
ly pulled the rug out, forcing an 
autumn election. Thus, the first 
Labour administration bad no 
complete first year. The second 
MacDonald administration 
(May 1929 to August 1931) 
had to cope from the outset with 
the fallout from the Wfell Street 
stock-market crash. LTnem- 
ployment soared and the gov- 
ernment's anniversary was 
marked by the resignation of Sir 
Oswald Mosley - the first of a 
series of splits that culminated 
in the government's demise the 
following summer. 

A different comparison is 
provided by the 1945 adminis- 
tration. Like Blairs govern- 
ment, the Attlee one had a large 
House of Commons majority, 
and faced a cowed and inef- 
fective opposition. Like New 
Labour, it was even more pop- 
ular one year in than it had been 
at the time of its election. 

Labour in 1945 was certain- 
ty radical. Gordon Brown’s ini- 
tial act as Chancellor was, 
symbolically, to cut the Bank of 
England loose: in 1945, Chan- 
cellor Hugh Dalton's first move, 
equally symbolical was to take 
the Bank into public ownership. 
That was only the beginning. 
Soon afterwards, coal civil avi- 
ation. electricity and the railways 
were ticked off Herbert Morri- 
son's nationalisation shopping 
list, while steps began to set up 


a health service and welfare 
state. 

Dalton called 1946 “annus 
mirabDis", a phrase Blairites 
might apply to 1998. Unfortu- 
nately, a miraculous first L2 or 
18 months was followed by 
“annus horrendus" in 1947 - 
involving a fuel shortage and fi- 
nancial crisis that curtailed the 
Labour programme, came dose 
to toppling the prime minister, 
and marked a turaing-of-the- 
tide for a government that had 
hitherto seemed set for ten 
years in office. 

The Attlee administration 
was not the last Labour one to 
fall from grace, after an initial 
success. Much the same hap- 
pened to the government of 
Harold WHson in the 1960s. 


John Prescoti-figure of the day. 
The new premier was idolised 
by the press, and his populari- 
ty in the country was so great, 
compared with that of his Con- 
servative opposite number, that 
the Tories adopted a new 
method of selecting a leader. 

TWefve months after taking 
office, the headlines buzzed 
with announcements of pledges 
fulfilled. During the autumn and 
winter months of 1965-6. 
Labour led in the polls, and in 
the March 1965 general elec- 
tion, Wilson increased Ins par- 
liamentary majority, while 
Labour continued to present it- 
self as a band of busy, able and 
efficient ministers who believed 
in the modernising message 
they brought to the nation. 


I 


The truth is that Labour honeymoons 
have always ended in tears 


Again, there are some parallels 
with New Labour. Like Blair. 
Wilson was a young and ener- 
getic politician who took over 
the party leadership when a pre- 
decessor died unexpectedly. 
Like Blair. Wilson led a large- 
ly untried team in cabinet. 

Seldom has British parlia- 
mentary politics witnessed such 
deftness as shown by Wilson in 
his first year, as he turned a tiny 
majority to his own advantage, 
making party unity the watch- 
word. Internationally, Wilson 
was congratulated for bis states- 
manlike handling of the prob- 
lem of Southern Rhodesia, 
which was threatening UDI: do- 
mestically, there was excite- 
ment over the unveiling, in 
September 1965, of the National 
Plan by George Brown, the 


If any of that sounds famil- 
iar, the comparison is no t a com- 
fortable one for the present 
cabinet, for it aJJ turned to dust 
a few weeks later. In July 1966. 
a sterling crisis and its defla- 
tionary outcome effectively de- 
molished the government’s 
economic strategy. Labour in 
1945-7 and 1964-6 had been 
able to walk tall by contrast, the 
fragile follow-up Labour gov- 
ernments of Wilson in 1974-6 
and Jim Callaghan in 1976-9 
were limited by threadbare or 


non-existent majorities and 
stunted by recurrent crises. 

However, governments do 
not always slide remorselessly 
downward, and there is also one 
other fairly recent - non- Labour 
- comparison, to bear this out. 
One year after winning ra 1979, 
Margaret Thatcher trailed in the 
polls, as manufacturing industry 
collapsed and unemployment 
rose. By the end of 1981. Gallup 
gave the Conservatives a mere 
23 per cent of the vote, their 
worst showing ever. Then came 
the Faiklands conflict, the pre- 
mier's metamorphosis into the 
Iron Lady, and the Tories' leg- 
endary win in the 1993 election. 

Is it better for a government 
to do well or badty in its first 
year? Every premier would opt 
for doing well, and Blair could 
scarcety have done better. Yet 
every premier also knows that 
getting through year one is not 
the end of the story. 

History cannot tell us what 
the future holds for the present 
prime minister whether a crip- 
pling collapse, or an enhancing 
triumph. However, what the 
past does suggest is that any 
judgement on the present gov- 
ernment is premature, and that 
the real test - a make-or-break 
financial crisis, a foreign war or 
whatever - that will decide 
Blair’s place in history, is yet to 
happen. 

Ben Pimlott is author of biogra- 
phies of Hugh Dalton , Hamid 
Wilson and the Queen, and is 
Warden-eJect of Goldsmiths Col- 
lege, London. 


Blair’s commitment to both old and new supporters 
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emments, including Margaret 
Thatcher's, have been built on 
popular cross-class coalitions of 
the same sort. The difference, 
it no longer needs saying now 
that Blair has said it so often, 
is that the Labour ones all 
lasted for only one term. This 
doesn't look like a government 
which will last for only one 
term. You can’t find a politician 
in any party who works on any 
assumption other than that 
Blair will win the next election. 
Except one. Blair makes no as- 
sumptions. He is telling col- 
leagues that Labour will take 
some punishment in the local 
elections nest Thursday. He is 
unmesmerised by the polls, re- 
alising that what goes up must 

come down. He knows onty that 
maintenance of that coalition 
is the necessary condition of his 
government's passage into 
terms two and perhaps three or 
four. Blow it. and you How your 
best chances to change history. 

This accounts for Blairs 
impatience with many of the 
complaints made about his ad- 
ministration so far. He has 
been known t0 remark that 
some people in his party ^ 

that a Labour government is 

oHyfolflJhigitssacredmBaon 

if it is in crisis heading for de- 

^ t . He doesn't believe that a 
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raid on the utilities, has exact- 
ly trashed its core constituen- 
cy. Or that one that has 
surgically removed the middle 
class perk of free university tu- 
ition is top timid to confront 
vested interests. Or that one 
which which has devolved more 
power, monetary and political 
than anyone expected, is too au- 
thoritarian. But he believes 
that those who think he should 
have moved even faster fun- 
damentally misunderstand that 
in the longterm fiscal prudence 
and popularity deliver as im- 
prudence and unpopularity - 
emblems branded on past 
Labour governments - never 
can. Yes, social exclusion unit 
nor withstanding, sink estates 
are still sink estates; but how 
long did it take Margaret 
Thatcher to deliver her big 
achievements - union reform, 
privatisation, the big bang? By 
the end of the first term, let 
alone the first year, she had 
hardly started. 

On Europe, I suspect, Blair 
does reluctantly accept that 
his unique opportunity to lead 
in the formation of a flexible, 
deregulated, open Europe in 
the post-Mitterand, and soon- 
to-be, perhaps, poa-Kohl era 
will for the foreseeable future 
be circumscribed by Britain’s 
self-exclusion from the euro to 
be finally born in Brussels this 
weekend. As it happens Blair's 
skills, triumphantly displayed in 
Northern Ireland, in. circum- 


stances in which he genuinely 
thought more than once a set- 
tlement was lost, are still in de- 
mand, in The Hague, Paris 
and Bonn, to help settle the 
wrangle over who should run 
the European bank. But this is 
in the end Franco-German 
business and that cannot fafl to 
frustrate a prime minister who 
now has a much clearer vision 
of Britain's role in the world 
than when he came to office a 
year ago: not superpower but 
pivot 

But here again the same 
laws apply. Blair is unfazed by 


He will continue 
to reach beyond 
party to the 
whole country 


allegations of timidity towards 
EMU. First there is the little 
question of whether it does in- 
deed succeed Second, he is al- 
most haunted by _ his 
observations of how Britain’s 
entry into the ERM, timed to 
suit political rather than eco- 
nomic pressures, courted dis- 
aster. Until there is a credible 
economic case - and at present 
with interest rates at their cur- 
rent level and with Britain hav- 
ing no need of its fiscal 


disciplines there is none - then 
the political opposition, can't re- 
liably be vanquished in a ref- 
erendum. According to bis 
closest allies, it is that rather 
than fear of Rupert Murdoch 
which restrains him. What is 
true is that is that Blair won’t 
risk his sustaining popular 
coalition by entry before the 
economics are right 

All that said, it has been an 
extraordinary, Britain-chang- 
ing year - the highly avoidable 
messes over EMU, Bemie Ec- 
clestone’s funding erf the par- 
ty, and lone parent benefit cuts 
not-withstanding- There will 
be a reshuffle - perhaps at 
Whitsun - of a cabinet in which 
Brown, Prescon, Straw, Blun- 
kett, Mowlam, Cook (at least 
when at his desk or in EU ne- 
gotiations) and Frank Dobson 
have starred. There will be a 
change in the Cabinet Office 
structure, if not quite, as one 
high official recently put it, to 
give Blair a more “Napoleon- 
ic" grip on government, at least 
to give Number Bn some of the 
capacity to co-ordinate de- 
partmental activity every senior 
Downing Street adviser in liv- 
ing memory has complained it 
woefully lacks. But above ail 
Blair w31 continue to govern as 
he has done, reaching beyond 
party to the countiy as a whole. 

Which means, I think, more 
surprises like the lateral think- 
ing that last week put Chris Pat- 
ten in charge of the RUC 


review. Just when you thought 
you had caught up with the new 
politics Blair pushes the bound- 
aries out a little further. (It can’t 
be repeated too often that the 
question of electoral reform is 
for him one of means and not 
ends: the best way of sustain- 
ing the centre and centre left 
coalition of interests - the big 
tent - which brought Blair to 
power and which can keep the 
Tbries out for a generation.) He 
talks with hitherto unfashion - 
able ease about national pur- 
pose. His admiration of 
Thatchers drive as a national 
leader isn’t feigned. Nor is his 
admiration for businessmen, 
however queasy it makes some 
in the Labour Party. This isn’t 
some aberration of style: for 
Blair, enterprise is where 
growth and jobs come from. 

This doesn’t mean forgetting 
about the poor. What it does 
mean is that Labour's newest 
supporters have as much claim 
not to be betrayed as those who 
hare never voted other than for 
the Labour Party. Its a safe bet 
that Blair told Roy Hattersley, 
his most articulate critic on 
labour’s old Croslanditewing, 
when he met him last week that 
the alternative to a New Labour 
government isn’t old Labour 
but Conservative. And that it 
does no service to the long term 
interests of those who most 
need a Labour government to 
will the victory but then forget 
how it was won. 
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Internal e-mail reveals that Seagram fired opening salvo in the bidding war 


EMI goes under the hammer 


By Nigel Cope 

Associate Qty Editor 


A BIDDING WAR for EMI was in 
prospect yesterday after the British mu- 
sic group received an offer from Seagram, 
the Canadian drinks and entertainment 
group, that could lead to a bid. Seagram, 
which controls the Universal/MCA film 
and music empire, has tabled an offer of 
580p a share, valuing EMI at £4.8bn. 

EMI shares soared nearly 20 percent 
to 706.7p on the news as analysts looked 
forward to a possible auction for the last 
independent major music group. Other po- 
tential bidders could include American 
groups Disney, Viacom and Dreamworks, 
Bertelsmann of German, Sony of Japan 
and Kirk Kerkorian, the American buy- 
out specialist who once made an aborted 
offer for Chrysler the American car giant. 
Mr Kerkorian has expressed an interest 
in EMI but it is understood that he has 
not yet made an offer. 

EMI did not disclose the identity of the 
suitor in its statement to the stock ex- 
change only saying that it had received an 
offer that could lead to a bid. However in- 
ternal e-mails sent to EMI staff included 
more detail. One said: “As you may now 
be aware, EMI has received an approach 
about a possible offer for the company 
from Seagram - owner of Universal. It is 
in no way clear that the purchase wffl go 
through. As we receive mote information 
we will keep you informed." 

A memo sent later said simply: “Sea- 
gram 580p bid. Advise to hold on as more 
suitors are coming to the balL" 

On the possibility of a bid battle one 
analyst said: “EMI has rarity value and it 
is a trophy asset. People go all starry-eyed 
when it comes to music and film compa- 
nies.” 

Anthony de Larrinagha, media analyst 
at Panmure Gordon added: “The fit 
would certainly be best with Seagram. EMI 
is strong in emerging markets and Europe. 
Seagram is strong in America where 
EMI is weak." 

Analysts see Seagram as the bidder 


SEAGRAM may be eyeing op an acquisi- 
tion of EMI but the possfbflity of the Ca- 
nadian giant teaming up with another 

British group appears to be receding, writes 

Andrew Yates . Hopes of a spirits merger 
between Allied Domecq and Seagram are 
fading according to indnstiy sources. The 
two sides have been talking about a deal 
far several mouths boa have failed to thrash 
out an agreement Allied Domecq admit- 
ted that it had so Car been unable to bro- 
ker a merger with any rival diinks firms_ 


most that could derive the best synergies 
from a deal with EML In addition to its 
dr inks division which controls brands like 
Qrivas Regal and Glentivet, Seagram 
also owns Universal, the former MCA 
business whose roster of acts includes 
Counting Crows and MaryJBlige. It would 
be able to wring out cost benefits from 
combining its distribution arms whilst im- 
proving its geographic spread. 

Some analysts said a bid battle could 
force the take-out price as hig h as 750p. 
However others said some US rivals 
might not cherish the prospect of a bat- 
tle with Seagram. It is understood that Ed 
Eisner, chief executive office of the Walt 
Disney Corporation, ruled out a bid for 
EMI at a briefing in Florida only a few 
weeks ago. 

The other major music groups such as 
Sony and Bertlesmann might lace com- 
petition problems if they were to bid. Vi- 
acom, the MTV and Paramount media 
empire has heavy debts and is looking to 
make disposals including the Simon & 
Schuster book publishing division and 
Blockbuster Video. 

There has been speculation about a 
possible bid for EMI since Sir Colin 
Southgate, the group's chairman flew to 
the United States last week. Some music 
industry sources even said he bad made 
the flight in the private jet of Ed Bronf- 
man, Seagram's chief executive officer. 

Sir Colin is back in London this week 
as is Mr Bro nfman who has been visiting 


What they want: Radiohead, one of the big names that have made EMI an attractive target for overseas predators 


Segram’s UK operations. He gave a pre- 
sentation to staff at its London office at 
The Ark in Hammersmith on Tuesday but 
is expected to return to Canada by the 
wee tend. 

EMTs investors have been bruised by 
the under-performance of the company 
which de-meiged from foe Thom rentals 
business in August 1996. It has been hit 
by the slowdown in global CD sales and 
the impact of the Asian crisis and full year 
profits next month are expected to be down 
from £380m to £312m. 

One senior fund manager at one of 
EMTs largest institutional shareholders 
said: “EMI is a deal waiting to happen. I 
think the ground has been well prepared 
for this with the various management 
changes over the last couple of months. 


It means the deal would be less likely to 
founder on the personality clashes which 
have affected other deals (such as the failed 
fr lgm .S niifhK'lTn ft merger). 

EMI's management has been in a 
state of turmoil since plans for an order- 
ly handover of control from Sir Colin 
Southgate collapsed into disarray. Sir 
Colin had been keen to spend less time 
at EMI following his appointment as 
chairman of the Royal Opera House. But 
the promotion of Jim FIfield, the head of 
EMI Music to the chief executive position 
was blocked by the non-executives. Mr Fi- 
field, known as “Lucky Jim” because of 
his high pay then left with a pay-off of 
£12m. 

EMI Group traces its roots back over 
a century to the birth of recorded marie 


and has produced a host of famous artists 
stretching from. Dame Nellie Melba to the 
Spice Girls. Its current roster indudes 
Garth Brooks and Tina Thmer phis clas- 
sical artists Roberto Alagna and Vhnes- 
sa-Mae. EMI also continues to cash in on 
the recording of the Beaties who they first 
rejected but then signed in 1962. 

EMI has its origins in The Gramo- 
phone Company, set up in London in 
1897 by ’William Barry Owen, as associ- 
ate of Erode Berliner, the inventor of the 
gramophone. Tfeo years later the com- 
pany bought Francis Banaud’s now fa- 
mous painting of black and white fox 
terrier Nipper listening to the horn of a 
gramophone. The “His Master's Voice” 
image and title became the company’s 
trademark. 


Who might bid for EMI and why 






Seagram 


Viacom 


Disney 


Dreamworks 


Bertelsmann 


Kirk Kerkorian 



Edgar Bnmftnau Jr, CEO - j 
Front runner and one of foe j 
world's top drinks and 1 
entertainment companies. % 
Owns 80 percent of Universal, Tj 
; whose music acts include 
Counting Crows. It has virtually §i 
no exposure in Europe which 3 
is EMI's main market ; fl 


The US giant is the world’s £ 
■ : second largest media group j 
after Time Warner. Owns ? 

' Paramount and MTV but is £ 
seflmg the Simon & Schuster I 
pubflstdng business so might | 
be distracted. Was Inked $ 
with rumours of a takeover | 
ofthethenThom-EMImom I 
-- than two years ago. Still has jjj 
debts of about Efibn. It has f! 
been linked with plans to bid § 
for Pearson. The company is y 
u headed by the veteran 3 
^ businessman Sumner ;•? 

Redstone, its chairman and t 
::CE0.. * 



A leading player m consumer 
electronics and already a ' ^ 

music industry major so naght £ 
run into competition problems, ;,1 


Michael D Esoar, CEO 
. Huge In films and television 
but lacks a major presence in 
music. Some of EMI's 
raunchier acts like 
Chumbawumba might dash 
with Disney’s family image. 
But might bid If EMI looked set 
.tofedtorfvaL . 


particularly in Europe. Its 
music Group, which has acts 
such as Mariah Carey, Peart ' 
Jam and Broca Springsteen, 
has annual sales of more than 
£3.3bn according to 1995 
figures. Labels Include 
Columbia, Epic and Sony 
Music. Formed In 1S46 out of 
the ruins of the Second World 
War. It row has interests in 
video, audio and television 
equipment as well as in films. 



Steves Spielberg 3 

A long shot Film and media . , 

company set up by Steven 
Spielberg, David Geffen, the :i 

musfc mogul, and Jeffrey 
Katzenberg, the former Disney V 

executive, with $1 bn of jj 

Investment. It Is bankrolled £ 

wflfi equity and debt of $2.7bn. • ? 


German media giant which Is ^ 
already one of the major music .!? 
groups so might also face q 
competition problems. In the V 
mktst of buying Random 
House for 51 bn and may 
therefore be pre-occupled with c\ 
that deal. Tlwd largest global 
media conglomerate after , ' 
Disney and Time Warner. 
Founded in 1835 when Carl $ 
Bertelsmann started publishing .. 
Lutheran baties. It has recently 
formed the BoofcsOnlfoe 
venture to compete for the : .j 
internet sates market Has a : i 
strong presence In books, fflm ^ 
and music. <■! 


•‘V .'.ferV: 




. . Kirk Kerkorian 
US corporate raider. Already 
has a controfling Interest in 
MGM/Unfted Artists, the film 
company and a strung of 
casino and leisure interests. 
As a single bidder would 
struggle to generate 
synergies. 





: L 


fined 


c 


By r m P a t er son 


THE ROYAL Bank of Scotland and Gen- 
T eral Accident have been ordered to pay a 
total of £800, 000 in fines and costs following 
investigations by Imro, the City regulator, 
into the conduct of Peter Young, the for- 
mer Morgan Grenfell fund manager. 

Royal Bank (RBS), trustee of Morgan 
Grenfell’s Europe fund since January 19% 
and its European growth fund since May 
1996, was fined £290,000 and ordered to 
pay Imro’s costs of £143,400. 

General Accident (GA), trustee of the 
non funds prior to the appointment of RBS, 
was fined £120, 000 and ordered to pay costs 
of £247,400. 

Imro said GA's fine was the lighter of 
the two because it “proactively monitored 
the funds, but did not follow up explana- 
tions given [by Morgan Grenfell] on a time- 
ly baste”. RBS was not proactive in its 
monitoring of the funds, Imro said. 

Richard Whitaker, GA company secre- t 
taiy, said “We are disappointed that Gen- 
eral Accident has been judged as failing in 
four instances in its duty as trustee. As can 
be seen by the length of time it has taken 
Imro to deal with this, tiie matters are high- 
Jy complex. In this context. General Accident 
believes that, overall, it dfecbaiged its trustee 
duties both diligently and competently.” 

RBS, whose fine related to two charges, 
pointed out it had been trustee for only a 
short time before irregularities came to 
light. It added that, upon discovery of the 
irregularities, it took “ imm ediate action”. 

Peter Young was suspended from Mor- 
gan Grenfell Asset Management (MGAM) 
in 19% after the discovery of alleged “se- 
rious irregularities” in three of his fends. 
Five MGAM executives were subsequent- 
ly dismissed, and, in April last year, Imro 
fined MGAM and ordered it to pay 
another £lm in costs. Deutsche has spent 
more than £200m compensating investors. 

Four of the five former MGAM execu- 
tives - Graham Kane, Michael Wheatley, 
Glynn Owen and Paul Ebling-were directly 
above Mr Young in die command chain. The 
two executives nominally next up - Charles 
Benson and Mike Bullock -were exoner- 
ated and remain with the company. Keith 
Percy, then chief executive of MGAM, was * 
the fifth director to be dismissed. 

A number of the five are understood to 
be dose to reaching, or to have already 
readied, settlements with Imro. 

The five former executives - with the pos- 
sible exception of Keith Percy because be 
has substantial personal wealth- are though 
unlikely to contest Imro’s findings at tri- . 
bunal due to fears they could each be land- 
ed with legal bills exceeding £500,000. 

Deutsche Bank, MGAM’s parent has, 
to date, footed the legal bill for its former 
employees. Its support is thought unlike- 
ly to continue were they to go to a tribunal. 

Outlook, page 25 
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Safeway to sell the 
more fulfilling yoghurt 


US miracle gets even better 


By Andrew Yates 


SCOTIA, the drugs company 
behind O libra, the new ingre- 
dient used in yoghurts which 
makes you feel fuller for longer, 
revealed yesterday it had 
teamed up with St Ivel to cre- 
ate a range of new desserts. Uni- 
gate, which owns St Ivel, will 
market the new products in the 
UK, Ireland, France and Italy. 

O libra was developed from 
a natural fat extract that triggers 
the release of chemicals that 
make the brain think the stom- 
ach is full. Scotia launched Oli- 
bra in January when it went on 
sale is Sweden as the key in- 
gredient of Maval yoghurt, in 


partnership with the Swedish 
food group Skanemejerier. 
Since its launch, Maval has 
won 2 per cent of the Swedish 
fruit yoghurt market and Sco- 
tia now plans to introduce Oli- 
bra to consumers around the 
world. 

Olibra is being introduced in 
the UK under the brand name 
Skane Dairy Maval in an initial 
deal between Safeway and 
Skanemejerier. It is likely to be 
extended to other supermarkets 
by the end of the year. 

Scotia also announced that 
it is trimming its product port- 
folio from 20 drugs to five. It is 
concentrating on cancer treat- 
ments which could be an alter- 
native to chemotherapy. 


By Diane Coyle 

Economrcs Edtor 


NEWS of the strongest growth 
fix a year combined with the low- 
est inflation since Eisenhower 
was president showed that the as- 
tonishing performance of the 
American economy continued 
into the first quarter. The Asian 
crisis helped sustain the eco- 
nomic nirvana by trimming 
growth to a pace that would not 
force the Federal Reserve to 
raise interest rates, analysts said. 

The markets celebrated. The 
benchmark 30-year Treasury 
bond jumped nearly one and a 
half points, and the Dow Jones 
index bad gained 141 points to 
reach 9,092.77 by midday. 


The gains helped the FTSE- 
100 closed higher in London. It 
was up 95 points at 5,9283. 

The first -quarter increase 
in GDP amounted to 4 2 per 
cent at an annual rate, the 
fastest growth since the same 
quarter last year. Consumer 
spending leapt by 5.7 per cent, 
more than double the previous 
quarter’s rise. 

Investment spending by 
businesses surged at a rate of 
nearly 18 per cent after a flat 
fourth quarter. Much of it was 
spending on computers, which 
climbed by 19 per cent to an an- 
nual rate of $296 .4bn. 

“Domestic demand went 
ballistic,” said Ian Shepherdson, 
chief economist at HSBC Se- 
curities in New York. 


The economy would have 
grown even faster were it not for 
the biggest ever drop in the con- 
tribution of exports less imports 
to growth. Events in Asia re- 
duced exports by 3.4 per cent, 
while imports surged 11.6 per 
cent. 

Yet at the same time infla- 
tion could not have behaved 
better. The GDP deflator, the 
widest measure of inflation, 
slowed down, rising just 0.9 
per cent during die quarter. The 
deflator for domestic demand 
fell by 0.1 per cent, the first 
quarterly decline since 1959. 

Separate figures for em- 
ployment costs also rose less 
than expected, indicating that 
the tight jobs market has not 
caused a pick-up in pay rises. It 


rose by 0.7 percent, down from 
its 1 per cent gain in the fourth 
quarter of 1997. 

Much of the rise that did oc- 
cur was down to increased 
health costs, according to a 
Bureau of Labour Statistics of-. 
firiaL Health insurance costs 
were up 22 per cent in the 12 
months to March, but the rise 
was offset by a drop in the cost 
of unemployment insurance* . 

Wall Street economists were 
swift to take the figures as ev- 
idence that the US economy 
has achieved a new pattern of 
high growth and low inflation. 
“It’s an outmoded view that 
growth is dangerous because it 
accelerates inflation,” said 
Philip Braverman of DKB Se- 
curities. 


Clean-up will add 
£65 to water bills 


^ ba 
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By Michael Harrison 


HOUSEHOLD water bills 
could rise by as much as £65 a 
year to pay for an £llbn pro- 
gramme of environmental im- 
provements, the water regulator 
Ian Byatt said yesterday. 

This would be the equivalent 
of charges rising by 30 per cent 
more than the general inflation 
rate between 2000 and 2005, he 
added. The estimates are based 
on figures supplied by the wa- 
ter companies and assumes no 
offsetting efficiency savings. 

Mr Byatt said be disputed 
calculations made by the in- 
dustry and estimated that the 
improvements could be 


achieved for an additional £18 
a year on bills. 

Shares in water companies 
fell on fears that the regulator 
would force the industry to 
bear more of the costs of meet- 
ing various European direc- 
tives on environmental 
improvements. The programme 
includes measures to cut lead 
and pesticides in water and im- 
provements in river water and 
sewage disposal. 

Mr Byatt has written to John 
Prescott, the Secretary of State 
for Transport, Environment 
and the Regions, seeking guicMP^ 
anceon what letel of improve* ■ 
meats to the water system the 
Government wants. 


Yesterday in the markets 
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Lost opportunity for a British multi-media giant 


OUTLOOK 

ON THE UNSEEMLY 
AUCTION OF EMI, 
THE BATTLE FOR 
more GROUP, and 
THE LATEST EPISODE 
IN THE PETER YOUNG 
SCANDAL 


TWO months ago, this column wrote that 
JSr!? S l r Southgate, chairman of 
pulled his socks up, he and his com- 
pany were toast It has taken longer than 
migh t have been expected, but finally the 
first bid has rolled in. Thanks to EMTs in- 
temal e-mail system, we even know who 
« sand what the price might be. The com- 
pany apparently informed UK employees 
yesterday that it was Ed Bronfman s Sea- 
gram and thar he was bidding 580p a share, 
wnee the Stock Exchange was told only that 
an approach had been received from an un- 
named party, this seems to be one of those 
rare instances of the staff knowing what’s 
going on before the outside world. 

But then this is the music business and 
they do like to play jokes, don’t they. Hoax 
or not, the e-mail is an entirely believable 
one. Mr Bronfman is everyone’s odds-on 
favourite, but his must surely be only the 
opening shot, bound to be followed in swift 
order by others. EM] is the only big in- 
ternational music company which it is re- 
motely possible to bid for. Of the other 
major players, Sony and Time \Mirner are 
too big and diversified, Bertelsmann is pri- 
vately owned, and Polygram is controlled 
by Phillips. This gives EMI a rarity value 
which ought to ensure a fierce and hotly 
contested auction. • 

Bertelsmann has sought Sir Colin 
Southgate’s hand once before, but in the 
end the merger proposed was so teutonic 
in structure that the EMI board had little 
difficulty in dismissing the approach be- 
fore putting it to shareholders. In any case, 
competition issues, and the fact that Ber- 
telsmann has just bought Random House 


for cash, may keep ibe Germans on the 
sidelines this time round Competition dif- 
ficulties will be a big stumbling block for 
the rest of the big five loo, but don’t rule 
them out. 

Meanwhile there arc a host of power- 
ful media players trying, in this multi-media 
world, to gain a foothold in the anisic busi- 
ness. Despite its best endeavours, Disney 
has thus far failed to grow a serious pres- 
ence in the industry. The strategy here is 
to mirror Sony and Time Warner, which 
combine film and music product and dis- 
tribution. Then there are the straight me- 
dia distributors, such as Viacom. The list 
of possible suitors is almost endless, as well 
as almost wholly foreign. 

How did it come to this - that Britain’s 
leading music company should be auc- 
tioned off in this unseemly fashion in the 
showrooms of New York? The blame, if 
that is the right word, lies mainly with Sir 
Colin. In bis pursuit of shareholder value, 
Sir Colin sold or demerged all around him 
until he was left with a pure music com- 
pany which would obviously be attractive 
to bidders. No oae can fault him for that. 
The problem is that since demerging from 
Thom, EMI has been allowed to drift. As 
a symptom of that drift, there have also 
been some high profile management 
ructions, culminating in Sir Colin's fail- 
ure to get his preferred successor. “Lucky" 
Jim Fifield, ratified by the board. To share- 
holders, the company has looked all at sea. 

What’s about to happen to EM/ is a 
shame. In this company there was a 
chance to build a major British based 
multi-media company encompassing 


music, publishing and film. Thai chance 
seems to have been squandered. 

At war over 
street furniture 

FROM this side of the fence, it looks lik e 
the Napoleonic wars, Agmcoun, Raiders and 
Crecy all over again. The story so far. More 
Group, Britain’s leading poster advertising 
company, last month agreed a £44 lm 
takeover bid from Clear Channel of the US. 
Embarrassingly, (his bid was then topped 
tyJC Decaux, a family-owned French com- 
pany which just happens to be one of More 
Group’s more aggressive competitors, par- 
ticularly in the fast growing market of ad- 
vertising on street farniture. 

As a consequence, Reger Pirny, chief ex- 
ecutive of More Group, had to withdraw his 
recommendation of the Gear Channel bid 
and he is now technically neutral, awaiting 
a decision from the competition authorities 
on the Decaux bid and/or whether the Amer- 
icans decide to better it. That’s the official 
position, anyway. However, Jean- Franco is 
Decaux the younger of the father and son 
team that runs Decaux docs not believe it 
to be the true one. He suspects that Mr Pony 
is against him and he cannot understand why, 
given that as things stand, his is the better 
offer and therefore the one More Group 
shareholders are bound to prefer. Could it 
be ancient national rivalries? 

Whatever the case, Decaux's bankers, 
Lazarri Brothers, seem to have been putting 
a number of concerns to theThkeover PancL 
The question is, should Mr Parry or his 


officers be lobbying for a reference of the 
French bid to the Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commission, given that their share- 
holders could lose out if tins happens. The 
French bid is worth 80p a share more. 

Mr Ftayis obviously aware that be has 
io maintain a strict^ neutral stance in these 
things There has been lobbying from 

Gear Channel, but you would expect that. 

More Group and its officers, on the other 
hand are under strict instructions to do 
nothing. Some interesting issues are rased 
by all this, none the less. Can companies 
really be expected to stand idly by and feign 
complete neutrality if they think a bid is anti- 
competitive and against the pubhc interest? 

Companies nearly always enjoin the 
competition authorities into the defence 
when faced by a hostile bid. The key point 
here, though, is that strictly speaking ; a de- 
fence can only be mounted on the bass that 
the board thinks the offer undervalues their 
company. It is then fairgazne to use any legal 
tactic available to see off the bidder. Plainly 
that is not the case in thisbid since the board 
has already recommended a lower offer. 
However, the difference is a subtle one and 
even the most avid supporter of shareholder 
value would understand the difficulty most 
man a geme nts would have in being taken 
over by their head-to-head competitor. 

If Mr Decaux does succeed, the laa laugh 
could be on him. Research shows that de- 
spite the obvious advantages of monopoly 
and srale that occur when two fiercely com- 
peting companies merge, the end result in 
terms of shareholder value is nearly always 
disastrous. Why? Because fierce competi- 
tors are rarely compatible, culturally or in 


terms of their people, and the merged com- 
pany is likely to become involved io years 
of de bilitating infighting . WfcTl see. 

Trustees pay 
the price 

UNTIL the balloon went up, courtesy of 
Peter Young, the job of trustee to a unit trust 
must have seemed one of the easier ways 
of making money known to man, or at least 
to the Q'ty. Fund managers amply don’t 
bend the rales fcy playing fast and loose with 
investors’ money do they? The Morgan 
Grenfell Asset Management scandal rude- 
ly interrupted those assumptions and caused 
a scramble among trustees to ensure their 
mmplianoft checks were up to scratch. 

Peter Young was dismissed almost im- 
mediately although no other disciplinary ac- 
tion has yet been taken. Five other Morgan 
GrenfoO executives have paid with their jobs 
toa The firm itself has paid both a hefty fine 

and compensation. Now, at last, 18 months 
after the s cand al came to light, the regula- 
tory authorities in the shape of 1 mro, have 
caiight up with the trustees, first General 
Accident and then Royal Bank of Scotland. 

It was their job to ensure Mr Young was 
investing diems’ money within the rules, par- 
ticularly those relating to what proportion 
of funds could be put into highly specula- 
tive, unlisted securities. They have now 
agreed to pay fines and costs totalling 
£80G,G00-paltiyset against the £220m that 
disappeared, but nevertheless proportion- 
ate to their role in the catalogue of failures 
that allowed the affair to happen. 


Sale spells end 
for Hambros 


By Lea Paterson 


THE DEATH knell finally 
sounded for one of the City’s 
oldest institutions yesterday 
when Hambros sold most of its 
remaining assets io Investec of 
South Africa for £428m. 

The deal marks the end of 
the break-up process initiated 
last year following a series of 
difficulties at the bank. 

Investec’s offer, described as 
TuI! and fair" by analysts, does 
not include the bank’s stakes in 
Hambro Countrywide, the 
estate agency, or Hambro 
Insurance Services (HIS). 
Both Countrywide and HIS 


are to be demerged from the 
group. 

Sir Chips Keswick. Ham- 
bras’ chairman, said: “1 believe 
that these proposed offers are 
attractive for the shareholders 
of Hambros and are the best 
available option for realising 
value. They will also provide a 
definitive solution to the future 
of Hambros.” 

The deal puls a break-up 
value on the company of 307p 
a share, at the top end of City 
estimates. Hambros’ shares 
leapt on the news of Investec’s 
offer and ended the day up 
I2_5pat 292^p. 

The Hambros' assets sold to 
Investec include a cash surplus 


The rise and fall of Hambros 

,'1M. fronted ly CM Joachim Hambro, a Danish nwrtart 
1921 Adapts the name Hambros Bank foftwtoQ the merger wi#i the British 
Bant of Northern Commerce 

. 19QOs Period of hmovalton and expansion - leader in City’s move into Eitfodotos 
1979 Croatian af holding company Hambros Ltd, forerunner of Hambros pic 
_i«te%iotfcrfcfivasffica^ 

Mar 1995 Annomcfls 44% drop In pre fax profit launches strategic review 
Sep 1996- Vtfurefund Regent Pacfflc tikes 3% stake, attacks company's 
. .^^ftboicarsteraprt^ib^^ 

Mar 1997 Merges fund management arm with Guinness Mahon's, despte 
-uonttnued criticism from Regent Rariflc 
Apr 1997 J^polofpsesnCVif&zItBrbdctiigfinikewfiBffn'sbnA-upbU. ' 

Del 1997 AppoinisSchrDdBrstoadvISBoniFiwfDvinBshardttkJQrvalua 

Dae 1997 BaflWnfladf^sokftoSocfc»G«i^<rfFran«fer£30to 

Apr 1998 Investec buys Hambros rump tor £428m, HIS/CourarywMe to be demerged 


of £231m realised from the sale 
of the group’s core banking 
business to Sotitft£ Generate of i 
Ranee, a Canadian fund man- 
ager. and Hambros 1 diverse 
direct investment portfolio, 
comprising some SO holdings. 

The package also includes 
Hambros’ 44 per cent stake in 
Guinness Flight Hambro Asset 
Management (Guinness 
Flight). This will bring In- 
vestec's stake in Guinness 
Flight to 88 per cent following 
its acquisition of Guinness Ma- 
hon- another old British bank- 
ing name - earlier this year. At 
the time of the Guinness Ma- 
hon sale, Guinness Flight man- 
agement were thought to be 
unhappy with the new owner- 
ship arrangements and were 
said to be pushing for a man- 
agement buy-out. An Investec 
spokesperson said yesterday 
that talks were ongoing be- 
tween Investec and Guinness 

Flight management. 

.HIS, in which Hambros 
holds a 52 per cent stake, has 
appointed financial advisers 
DLJ Phoenix Securities to “as- 
set in reviewing all options”. 
This review may lead to an of- 
fer for the company. 



Air attack: Saab** Gripen fighter, which BAe already markets under a joint venture 

BAe buys into Saab 


By Michael Harrison 

THE consolidation of Europe’s 
defence and aerospace indus- 
tries took a further step forward 
yesterday after British Aero- 
space agreed to pay £269m for 
a 35 per cent stake in Sweden’s 
Saab, maker of the Gripen 
combat aircraft. 

BAe will also nominate three 
members of the nine-strong 
Saab board and jointly select its 
chairman and managing direc- 
tor along with Investor, the the 
Swedish group which owns the 


business.The Saab investment is 
the second major European 
deal by BAe, which last year ac- 
quired Siemens Defence for just 
over £300m. The Saab deal 
does not include the car mar- 
que, which is separately owned 

BAe already has extensive 
ties with Saab across a range of 
activities including fighter air- 
craft and aeros tructures. 

BAe has a joint venture 
agreement to market the 
Gripen in wider export markets 
but yesterday’s deal will give it 
a direct stake in the programme 


to supply 204 Gripen aircraft to 
the Swedish airforce, one of the 
largest in Europe. Saab has also 
tendered successfully recently 
for aerostiuctures work on the 
Airbus, in which BAe has a 
20 per cent stake, and will be 
well placed to undertake further 
sub-contract work, as the Airbus 
programme expands. 

The two have an extensive 
history of collaboration on 
guided weapons programmes 
including t be RB70, a medium 
range missile developed from 
the UK Sky Flash missile. 


Texas bags Energy Group 


Biotech investors 
demand action now 




J 


By Michael Harrison 


THE year long-battle for con- 
trol of Energy Group, owner of 
Eastern Electricity, finally came 
to an end yesterday after Paci- 
fiCorp dropped out of die bid- 
ding. leaving Texas Utilities to 
clinch the takeover with a 
£4.45bn recommended offer. 

The outcome prompted im- 
mediate speculation that die 
defeated bidder might turn its 
sights on another UK electric- 
ity company and shares in both* 
Powerden and National Pow- 
er rose sharply. 

^pacifiCbrp, which began the 
takeover tussle with a L3-9b Q 

bid last June, wSthdrew after the 


Thkeover Panel intervened by 
ruling that the two US utilities 
had to submit sealed bids to de- 
cide the outcome of the contest 
There was confusion and ir- 
ritation in the City as to why 
PacifiCorp had not pulled out 
earlier. The winning bid from 
Tbxas is worth 840p a share 
compared with the S20p of- 
fered by PacifiCorp, which 
was advised by Goldman 
Sachs. 

Last night PacifiCorp said 
it had decided not to increase 
its offer because it did not see 
•- “acceptable financial returns to 
.PacifiCorp shareholders at val- 
ues in excess of S20p. 

J One analyst expressing a 
widely held view, said; “If that 


was the case why did they not 
. pull out 10 days ago when 
Texas was cleared by the com- 
petition authorities to bid at 
840p a share?” 

Erie Nye, chairman of Tbxas 
Utilities, said he was pleased 
that the higher offer bad pre- 
vailed. The Energy Group Jed 
by chairman Derek Bo nh a m , 
urged shareholders to accept 
the Tfexas offer as soon as pos- 
sible. The offer doses on 19 
May. 

Energy Group, which also 
owns the US coal producer 
Peabody, which Texas has 
agreed to sell to Lehman Mer- 
chant R anking Partners for 
$23bn. There are rumours that 
PacifiCorp may seek to acquire 


Peabody as a consolation prize. 

The conclusion to the long- 
running bid contest will make 
Eastern the eighth British re- 
gional electricity company to be 
taken over by an American util- 
ity. John Devaney, the execu- 
tive chairman of Eastern, will 
be offered a senior position by 
the new owners but he is not ex- 
pected to stay with the Energy 
Group. 

Sources in the Texas camp 
suggested that PacifiCorp may 
never have intended to raise its 
offer but by holding off mak- 
ing an announcement was sim- 
ply trying to “spoof* Tferas 
into bidding against itself. A 
PacifiCorp spokesman denied 
this. 


By Nigel Cope 

Associate Gty Editor 


LEADING institutional share- 
holders in British Biotech 
stepped up the pressure on the 
beleaguered drug development 
company yesterday, urging the 
board to issue a frill statement 
in the next few days or risk an 
emergency general meeting 
Major investors such as 
Perpetual are becoming in- 
creasingly frustrated at the de- 
laying tactics of the board, 
which has indicated that it 
could be several weeks before 
it issues a detailed circular 
countering allegations made 
by Dr Andrew Millar, its former 


head of clinical trials who was 
sacked last week. 

Bob Yerbury of Perpetual, 
said; **We continue to have con- 
cerns and they need to be ad- , 
dressed as a matter of urgency.” 

Another leading shareholder 1 
said: “We cannot be talking i 
about weeks before (his circular. , 
It must be days. Shareholders 
and advisers need to satisfy | 
themselves as to whether there j 
is any validity to these claims. I , 
think there probably is and if so 
then there would need to be 
same dianges to the front team.” 

British Biotech said; “Wj are 
preparing a comprehensive cir- 
cular to prospectus standards. 
That would normally take in 
excess of four weeks.” 


Irish pubs have peaked, 
says Allied Domecq 

ALLIED DOMECQ, the pub and spirits giant, yesterday said the 
Irish pub market had peaked and was in decline. Growth at its Firkin 
pub chains is also shewing signs of slowing down amid intense com- 
petition among the major operators who are investing huge sums 
in the themed pub market Allied has decided not to open any more 
of its Scruffy Murphy's Irish pub brand and is also reining back 
tbe expansion of the 178-strong Hririn chain. Instead the group is 
concentrating on growing the number of outlets designed to ap- 
peal to tbe family. Overall Allied’s managed pub profits rose 6 per 
cent, a figure which disappointed industry analysts. 

Investment column, page 26 

Regan trust disappears 

ENTREPRENEUR Andrew Regan’s investment trust Larrica Trust 
effectively wrote its own obituary yesterday when it said it would 
amalgamate with coffee shop group Gty Gourmets. Lanica, whose 
shares were suspended last year, said City Gourmets would take 
over all its assets, debts, liabilities and obligations and the Lanica 
name would disappear, with shareholders receiving 1.093 City 
Gourmet shares in place of every Lanica share. Mr Regan, who 
last year made an unsuccessful and ultimately discredited attempt 
to take over the Co-operative Wholesale Society, will buy some 
of the group’s assets for £204,750 in cash as part of the deal. 

Peugot drives profits up 

THE COVHYIRY-BASEDcariBakerRa^ecn reported its best prof- 
its for seven years on ibe bade of record sales. Profits faa year reached 
£52£m, the highest since 1990 and £22m up on 1996, as sales of Peu- 
geot cars readied 167,472. The increase will trigger a windfall prof- 
it related payout for the workforce at Ryton. Production last year was 
just below its record level at 85,500 and this year sees tbe introduc- 
tion of a new model at Coventry backed by a flOOm investment 

US airlines link up 

UNITED AIRLINES and Delta Airlines announced a global link 
up and code-sharing deal - tbe third such alliance between lead- 
ing US carriers this year. Delta and United said the alliance would 
generate savings of$600m a year and would not involve any route 
closures. However, the link-up, coming hard on the heels of Amer- 
ican-USAirways and Northwest-Continental, increases the risk 
that US anti-trust authorities may decade to veto all three alliances. 

Warning on euro 

FAILURE to join the euro could result in Britain losing invest- 
ment projects, the Chemical Industries Association warned. Chris 
Andrews, chairman of its business and trade board, urged the Gov- 
ernment to decide on membership before the election. A CIA 
survey showed the UK chemical industry investment will reach 
£2.76bn this year and £2.7bn next - a 3 per cent fall on 1997 lev- 
els in real terms. Output this year is forecast to drop by 1 per 
cent due in part to the strength of sterling. 

Consumers cool 

CONSUMER confidence is cool as the series of interest rate rises 
begins to bite and post-election euphoria finally wears off, ac- 
cording to the latest quarterly bulletin from Business Strategies. 
Jacqui Timothy, managing economist, said rates should stay at 
their present level and forecast a soft landing for the economy 
this year with the strong service sector preventing manufactur- 
ing industry from dragging Britain into recession. 
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OPENING UP THE VOLVO S40 EVEN MAKES 
IPENING UP YOUR PAY SLIP MORE PLEASURABLE. 


the Volvo S40. 

. : From £14,955 to £24,105. 

Or from £338 per month via Contract tfret 
Cafl for a free copy of the Vbhra S40 and V4Q video (quoting ref: G5). 

0800 100 140 
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Allied Domecq: At a glance 

Market value: £6.4bn, share pries &15p (-5p) 
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Allied needs 
some action 

VER since Grand Metropol- 
itan and Guinness announced 
a year ago that they were join- 
ing forces to create Diageo, the 
most powerful drinks group 
the indusoy had ever seen. Al- 
lied Domecq has come under 
growing pressure to do a deal 
of its own. 

The logic of a merger has 
not been lost on the Allied 
board. The group is silting in an 
uncomfortable position of be- 
ing number two in a mature and 
static spirits market Sensibly, in 
an industry where brands are 
becoming increasingly impor- 
tant it has poured money into 
supporting its top sellers such 
as Ballantine's whisky and 
Beefeater gin. But that will not 
be enough to generate the sort 
of leap in profits that Diageo 
can enjoy as it launches a huge 
cost cutting campaign. 

But masterminding a 
merger is much easier said 
than done. For a start the other 
big players in the drinks in- 
dustry tend to be run by fam- 
ilies. who will take more than 
a iinie persuading to give up 
control of their fiefdoms. 
Merger talks are taking much 
longer than Allied had antic- 
ipated. And word is chances of 
a full spirits merger with Sea- 
gram. which was always the 
most likely partner far Allied, 
are receding fasL 

The problem is that while 
Allied is not doing anything 
wrong as such, it cannot afford 
to do nothing. Its share price, 
which has enjoyed a remark- 
able resurgence since the 
Diageo deal, will probably fall 
if all remains quiet on the cor- 
porate front. 

Profits for the six months to 
February were flat at £3 20m. 
True the strength of sterling 
and the Asia crisis dampened 
earnings. But the figure reveal 
a disappointing performance 
from its pub division, which is 
clearly underperforming the 
likes of Scottish & Newcastle. 

Analysts forecast full year 
profits of around £610m, 
putting the shares, which fell 6p 


to 615p yesterday, on a 
prospective p/e ratio of 15. 
Allied's shares are worth hold- 
ing on to but untfi signs of deals 
emerge they do not )ook cheap. 

Retail relief 
from Arcadia 

THINGS have got so bad in 
the clothing retail sector that 
any results announcement that 
does not include a warning on 
trading is greeted with relief all 
round and a bounce in the 
share price. Such was the case 
yesterday with Arcadia, the 
former Burton business which 
demerged from Debenhams in 
January. 

Its shares jumped 32p to 
469 .5p on first half profits up 
21 per cent to £50m and news 
that current trading is satis- 
factory. This completes a good 
week for the two demerged 
Burton businesses after 
Debenhams also reported 
strong first half results earlier 
this week. 

Not that everyone in the 
City is completely happy with 


Arcadia's figures. The com- 
pany has changed the way it 
presents its results. It no 
longer includes figures on like- 
for-like sales and has stopped 
breaking down the sales and 
profits performances of the in- 
dividual formats, such as Prin- 
ciples, Ibp Man and Dorothy 
Perkins. 

This suits the company, it 
says, because such information 
could be commercially sensi- 
tive. It also means the prying 
eyes of the City and the Press 
cannot see if any of the formats 
has fallen on hard times. 

What we are given instead 
is retail sales densities which 
show a 63 per cent increase on 
the year. Slightly more worry- 
ing however is the slight dip in 
gross margin caused by higher 
mark-downs. After the wettest 
April in living memory there 
could be more price-cutting to 
come if the sun does not start 
shining soon. 

John Hoemer, Arcadia’s 
chief executive, is a canny op- 
erator and his plans to shuffle 
the portfolio with more Racing 
Green and Hawkshead shops 
are only at an early stage. 


However the shares al- 
ready look up with events 
after a strong run in January 
and February which saw them 
rise from the 330p mark to . 
508p. Assuming profits- of. 
£182m in the full year,- the. 
shares trade on a forward rat- 
ing of IS. That is a discount to 
the market but given the dif- 
ficulties in the clothing sector 
at the moment it seems high 
enough- 

Powerscreen 

problems 

POWERSCREEN, the North- 
era Irish group which was 
rocked by an accountancy 
scandal last January, yesterday 
sold the business that was 
blamed for all the problems. 

Matbro's assets were off-' 
loaded for £7m, which pales 
into insignificance when yon 
consider that the “irregular- 
ities” are likely to cost the com- 
pany at least £46jfkn in the year 
just ended, pushing the whole 
group about £10m into the red 
in the year to the end of 
March. 

The group’s auditors, 
KPMG, found cash-how prob- 
lems at Matbro, caused by mis- 
pricing products and excessive 
discounts. Powerscreen plans 
to write to its shareholders 
shortly, but for the time being 
it is keeping details of the au- 
ditors' findings under its faaL 
Yesterday the shares rose 85p 
to 19flp, but are still worth less 
than a third of the 625p at 
which the company placed 
3 milli on new shares to help 
food a couple of acquisitions 
just before Christmas. 

Matbro was the group’s 
star performer. There are 
vague rumours of an oppor- 
tunistic bid for Powerscreen 
while the shares are depressed, 
and the City is still expecting 
the company to make £3Gm in 
the year to March 1999, equal 
to earnings of 24p a share. But 
until the company is able to ex- 
plain just what went on, and 
confirm that the damage has 
been confined to Matbro, it re- 
quires a real leap of faith to 
buy the shares. 


Time 266MHz Family PC 
with Windows 98 


266-2 

Family PC 98 

• 268fla Met* Penflura* B processor 
•64Mb RAM 
•MB) hart** 
•4MbAnA6P£3Ogn0ics 
•32x MAX CD-ROM 

• 30 wavetabb sound 

• SF525 stereo speaker system 
•Wn*ideVHS video tram 
•14‘ SVGA cofcM screen 

(15" option* extra) 

•Oyer £800 software bunfle 
induring Windows 95 

• ATX mtft-towa wtii al 
standard features 

• 100 % ntitarium safe, fufy 
year 2000 compliant 

• 14 Day money back guarantee 
(excluding cartage) 

" FREEpsro 300 colour printer 

• FREE 56K voice modem 

• FRE Windows 98 upgade 

fimucinffisirs&ris'scs 

266M-2 FamilyPC 98™ 

£1 1 73 83 


999 


KW 

tm a&a *ow a* wtinsw sm amir. were 
Praia prowssorw* MUX Mftnatoft iwgwlT 
SVGA ntn M sianHid fiy nptanaf **MI. 

Bus EfMd moheitMM MU an SS Mwnced 
GrapHcs. BM SS Gold wmcti ncap«on 

(imantf*™ OfCouQ hekadas FWE modem, 

FREE WMm W JM FREE Ngn* tpec Epson 
400 ocfcw print*- ftnjojaxM 1793 irsn 

2 66M-2 TV FamilyPC 98 r 

■_]£1291f- 

As 2SM4 ulna but hKi nassvB UGb tad dme, 
PC-TV system wbi Bums wd ridso opm and 
VUnri’hMW Msrih*. hdudn nB FRff HM 

PnduacodMirsnirSTB 



266MHz Pentium* II 

266MHz Intel" Pentium 1 II processor; 

Do not consider slower 2 33 MHz 
models. Co for 266M-2 models for even 
better performance and value. 

64Mb RAM 

64Mb RAM lor the best performance. 
Do not consider a 32Mb tamum* I) 
system. 

6.4Gb Hard Disk 

Ultra East 6.4Gb hard disk wtth 
UDMA-33 Interface and even larger 
8. 4Gb included with 266M-2 TV models 


FREE 


56k Modem 


Included with all models is the 
Rockwell 56K fax'data/lntemet and 
voice modem with Flash upgradeabdUy 
- the best! 


FREE 


Windows "98 


All systems come with free upgrade 
voucher n> Windows '98 when Jr is 
released by Mkrosoh. Worth over £100. 
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FREE 


(limited to Bret 2000 Family PC 
bundles) Free Epson Stylus Color 300 

inkjet printer. Higher 

spec Epson 400 with f ~~~- 
266M-2 and 2&6M-2 
TV models. 

Select 
required 
PC 

cable. 
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Buy Now.,, Pay October ‘98 
INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
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Waterford weathers Asian storm 


By Jeremy Warner 


WATERFORD Wedgwood, the premier 
crystal and ceramics group, provided an 
asto nishing mdght at its annual general 
meeting yesterday into how company law 
has foiled to keep pace with changes in tech- 
nology and the process of globalisation. 

The company’s Anglo-Irish roots - 
Waterford from Ireland and Wedgwood from 
the UK -causes it to rotate its animal meet- 
ing on a biannual basis between London and 


Dublin. This year it was London’s turn. 

lb allow participation of shareholders 
in Ireland, the company provided a satel- 
lite TV link to tbe Berkeley Court Hofei in 
Dublin. Unfortunately; this would have 
rendered the formal proceedings of the meet- 
ing invalid because company law makes no 
provision for participation of shareholders 
based in different jurisdictions. 

Dr Tony O’Reilly, chairman, said that 
representations were being made at gov- 
ernment level for a change in the law 
As it turned out, there was only one 


question from the floor of the meetings in 
London, but many from Ireland after the 
formal proceedings had been concluded. 

Dr O’Reilly gave an upbeat statement 
on trading and prospects. “The group is 
weathering the storm in Asia Pacific and 
has capitalised on the strength of the North 
American market,” he said. 

“It has launched new products, devel- 
oped new businesses, invested in its core 
competencies and nurtured its brands. 1998 
is proceeding to plan and we look to the 
future with confidence.” 


& 



Stagecoach buys 
into toll roads 


Credit 
move 
by Park 


By Michael Harrison 


STAGECOACH, the acquisi- 
tive transport group, yesterday 
unveiled a major strategic 
shift by paying out £150m to 
expand into airport operation 
and toll roads. 

The group is paying £41m 
to acquire Prestwick Interna- 
tional Airport near Glasgow 
and £107m to take a 28 per 
cent stake in Road King, a 
Hong Kong-listed company 
which develops and operates 
toll roads in China. 

The two deals will signifi- 
cantly expand Stagecoach's 
activities from its existing in- 
terests in the bus and rail 
markets and put it on a simi- 
lar footing to National Ex- 
press, which also has 
operations covering, rail, road 
and airports. 

The expansion will be fi- 
nanced through a placing and 
open offering of 15 J million 
new shares to raise £160m 
net of expenses. 

In addition lo acquiring 


Prestwick, Stagecoach is form- 
ing a new aviation subsidiaiy 
dedicated to building up air- 
port operations in the UK 
and overseas. 

Brian Souter, the Stage- 
coach chairman, said the fund- 
raising would allow tbe group 
to expand into areas of 
transport where its culture 
and management could add 
value. 

. Stagecoach, which was 
founded by Mr Souter and his 
sister Ann Gioag, began as a 
coach operator in the early 
1980s and has since grown into 
one of Britain’s biggest trans- 
port groups. 

In addition to its bus op- 
erations, it also owns South 
West Trains, the roiling stock 
leasing company Pdrterbrook, 
and a Swedish bus business, 
Swebus. 

Road King, which is regis- 
tered in Bermuda, operates 
just under 1,000 kilometres of 
tolled highways in eight Chi- 
nese provinces and made pre- 
tax profits of £ 1 7m in the year 
to 31 March, 1997. 


The Wai Kee group of com- 
panies, chaired by William 
Zen, owns 46 per cent of 
Road King. 

Prestwick made profits of 
£2.2m on turnover of £21m in 
the year to 31 March, 1998. 

Matthew Hudson, the 
owner of the airport, will have 
a 25 per cent stake In tbe new 
venture. Stagecoach Aviation, 
which is being set up to de- 
velop the group’s interests in 
secondaiy airports. 

Mike Kinski, who joined 
Stagecoach as chief executive 
recently from Scottish Power, 
will be responsible for the 
day to day running and de- 
velopment of the airport. 

Stagecoach also forecast 
that profits before tax for the 
year ended 30 April would be 
£158m, giving it earnings per 
share of 48.1p. 

The new shares are being 
placed at 1060p and share- 
holders will be entitled to 
apply for two new shares for 
eveiy 31 they hold. 

SLagccoacb shares rose 
67 .5p to dose at 1208p. 


By Clifford Gorman 


PARK Foods, the Merseyside- 
based supplier of food hampers 
on credit is moving into the 
credit business proper, offering 
small loans through its net- 
work of door-to-door collectors. 

Tbe service is aimed at soda! 
classes C2, D and E and will 
build on Park Foods’ existing 
customer base of up to 1 million 
purchasers of food hampers. 

initially customers will be 
offered credit in the form of 
vouchers whidi are exchange- 
able for goods at local stores, in- 
cluding Iceland, Argos and 
British Home Stores, and paid * ; 
for over 26 weeks. But after 
completing one successful cred- 
it cycle, customers will be 
offered small loans of up to 
£100, which might typically be 
repaid at £5 a week. 

The new business will be run 
by Derek Wheeler, 49, who 
has 25 years experience of the 
consumer credit business, 
mainly with Provident Financial, 
the leading UK provider of 
door-to-door credit. 


Sodastream sold 


By Andrew Verity 


TWENTY years after telling 
British children to '‘get bizzy 
with the fizzy", SodaStream, the 
firm that brought us home- 
made fizzy drinks, has been 
swallowed by a Dutch-Israeli 
group for £1 5.5m. 

Three directors of Soda- 
Stream, including Richard 
Handley, managing director, 
are expected to become mil- 
lionaires after merging with 
the Soda-Dub Group of the 
Netherlands and Israel. 

SodaStream, a Peterbor- 
ough-based company, triggered 
a craze in the 1970s with a TV 
campaign to persuade children 
to make their own soft drinks. 
By pressing a button, kids could 
inject carbon dioxide into a 
mixture of water and concen- 


trate. Sales boomed in the 
19705 but the machines went out 
of fashion in the 1980s. In 1985 
Kenwood, then owners of Soda- 
Stream, sold the business to 
Cadbury Schweppes for £22^m. 

While the British company's 
business went flat, Soda-Club's 
results sparkled as a new mar- 
ket was discovered in Ger- 
many, where hundreds of 
thousands of new machines are 
still sold every year. 

The machines have grown 
popular in dry countries such as 
Israel, Morocco and Tunisia. 
Fountain House, a Canadian 
company which markets home- 
made gin and tonic or lager, has 
also entered a market which 
spans 16 countries. 

Peter Wise burgh, chief ex- 
ecutive of Soda-Dub, said the 
combined group should achieve 
sales of £l00m this year. 
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Leap in sales 
for insurers 


By Andrew Verity 


EVIDENCE of a boom in sav- 
ings and investment mounted 
yesterday as two of the UK's 
largest insurers announced a 
leap in sales in the first three 
months of the year. 

General Accident Life said 
new business in tbe first quar- 
ter had jumped by 25.5 per 
cent. That included a boost of 
3 1 .7 per cent in the amoun t of 
one-off. single premium sav- 
ings brought in by its sales 
force. 

A leap in sales of single-pre- 
mium investments saw cus- 
tomers take up £208m of GA’s 
Portfolio Bond, the company’s 
flagship investment New single 
premium pensions totalled 
£118m. 

Peter Hales, assistant gen- 
eral manager at GA Life, said: 
“These are very satisfactory 
results, well in line with our 
long-term plans and likely to be 
ahead of market growth. We 
continue to achieve substantial 
growth on a strong and prof- 
itable basis." 

General Accident, GA 
life’s parent group, announced 
on 25 February that it was to 
merge with Commercial Union, 
one of its main rivals. The 
merger is set to be imple- 
mented by the end of June. 

Commercial Union also re- 
ported a sharp boost in new 
business to its life insurance 
arm, particularly in one-off 


sales. Worldwide, customers * 
put premiums worth £98 Ira 
into ClTs coffers, up by 22 per 
cent from last year. . 

However, CU failed to 
match the sales of its merger 
partner in the UK. Sales of its 
Premier Investment Bond, 
which hit £88m last year, plum- 
meted to t’49m. 

In contrast to GA, CU sees 
itself ns an international com- 
pany. Of its £789m in new 
business, £267m came from 
France. 

CU foiged a ; deal in Italy 
with Banca Popolare di Lodi, 
one of Italy’s largest mutuai*i 
banks. Single premiums in Italy- 
leapt to £279nva six-fold in- 
crease. 

ClTs Polish life insurance 
operation. CU Polska, has also 
seen new business jump by 25 
per cent. 

The results "will boost con- 
fidence in tbe viability of the 
deal with GA, where most of 
the jump in new business came 
from British customers. 

For both' companies, the re- 
sults From life insurance wQJ 
help to offset a hefty financial 
blow* to their general insurance 
operations this year. Both have 
been hit by a high level claims 
stemming from bad weather & 
January. 

Salomon Smith Barney, the jff 
investment bank, yesterday said . , 
shares in composite insurers 
such as GA and CU were now 
good value following a modest 
slockmarket correction. 
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Doubts are banished as EMI leads Footsie rally 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


EMI led the stock market 
higher as worries that the 
bull run was over evaporated. 
Confirmation that the show- 
biz group was a takeover 
target helped Footsie to rally 
952. points to 5,9283. Sup- 
porting indices were also 
strong. 

With financi als recapturing 
some of their faded gloiy the 
market quickly took ou a 
more positive appearance 
and, at least for the time 
being, the doubts which had 
nibbled at confidence were 
banished. 

A strong New York and a 
further downgrading of 
higher interest rate fears were 
other encouraging influences. 

EMI, in hectic trading, 
was at one lime 129 p higher, 
the shares dosed at 6073 p, up 
993 p. Both EMI and its for- 
mer partner, the Thom 
rentals group, have had a de- 
pressing run since the de- 
merger in the summer of 
1 996 . EMI touched the equiv- 
alent of 738 p; Thorn, on the 


receiving end of a yet uniden- 
tified approach, rose 2 p to 
21 lp against a 4 fKL 5 p high. 

EMI's would-be acquirer is 
also a mystery although most 
feel it is Seagram, the Cana- 
dian drinks group which 
seems to get most of its kicks 
these days from its involve- 
ment in the entertainment 
industry. 

Allied Domecq, the retail- 
ing and spirits group, fell 6 p 
to 615 p after six-month 
figures. If Seagram does bid 
for EMI, Allied, under pres- 
sure to develop its drinks 
side after the creation of 
Diageo, could find itself 
forced to embrace the Sea- 
gram spirits operation. 

Financials were helped 
along by some chirpy analysts' 
comments and, in the case of 

insurers, good new business fig- 
ures. Commercial Union, 
which has endured a depress- 
ing run, jumped 82 p to 1 , 11 9 p 
and its chosen partner. General 
Accident, put on S 8 p to 1 , 406 p. 
Schroders rallied 143 p to 


2,933p and National West- 
minster Bank 42p 10 l»l97p. 

Hambros, one of the City’s 
oldest merchant banks with a 
159 -year pedigree, gained 
115 p to 2915 p after Investec 
of South Africa made an 
agreed £ 428 m offer. The 
estate agent and insurance op- 
erations are being demerged. 

Energy, the electricity 
group, fell 26 - 5 p to 638 - 5 p as 
Texas Utilities emerged vic- 
torious from the titanic bid 
struggle with PacifiCorp- But 
PowerGen edged ahead an- 
other 10 p to 808 p as the 
market continued to toy with 
the idea that PacifiCorp could 
direct its sights on PG. 

Wednesday’s order-driven 
trading confusion left British 
Petroleum down from a 
fictitious 96 Gp to 944 - 5 p. At 
one time the shares were 39 p 

lower at 921 p.TL the other ca- 
sualty, dosed up 22 p to 537 p. 

British Aerospace's 35 per 
cent interest in Saab, the 
Swedish aerospace group, 
pushed the shares 3 p (after 


25 p) higher to l, 998 p. BG 
jumped llJp to 319 Jp on 
Dresdner Kleinwort Benson 
support. 

Water shares were ruffled 
by a suggestion from the in- 
dustry regulator Ofwat that 
they could be more efficient. 
Thames Water was lowered 

lOp to 975 p and United Util- 
ities 15 p to 832 p. 

NRP, the property group 

Share Spotlight 

share price, pence 
1000 


now embracing stockbroker 
Teather & Greenwood, re- 
turned at 76 . 5 p, against a 
69.5 p suspension price. 

AMEC the bufldinggroup 
which has been the subject of 
takeover action, hardened 
53 p to 182 p. A persistent 
buyer has been evident. 
Credit Lyonnias says buy, 
declaring: “The recovery is 
well under way". 

MSB International, the 
computer group* finned 2 J 5 p 
to 970 p after director Mark 
Goldberg placed shares at 
950 p, raising £ 23 . 75 m, which 
gives him the war chest to buy 
the 85 per cent of Crystal 
Palace FC he does not own. 

Bdhaven Brewery M joyed 

a speculative run, gaining 10 p 
to 205 p, a peak. Finance di- 
rector David Morrison said no 
takeover approach had been 
made. GreenaUs, the hotel 
and pub chain, was another to 
cofted a round of rumours: the 
shares added 10 - 5 p to 4 S 5 p- 
Scotia, the drugs group, 
improved 36 - 5 p to 376 - 5 p as 


rjniraie became involved m 

its Mavd yoghurt, which is be- 
ing presented as a shmnnng 

aid. The yoghurt has been on 

sale in Sweden since the start 

of the year and launched re- 
cently in this country under 
the Skane Dairy Maval name. 

British Biotech was busily 
traded, recovering 7 p to 60 p- 
gained 124 p to 2 ^ 76 p 

after its breast cancer dro& 

Nolvadex, went to the US 
Food and Drug Administra- 
tion for approval and its mi- 
graine drug was said to be safe 

when taken with the anti- 
depression treatment Prozac. 

Continuing, if faint, hopes 
that the Glaxo WeUcome- 
SmithKline Beecham merger 
will be resurrected helped 
SB 25 - 5 p higher to 713 p and 
Glaxo 49 p to l, 690 p. 

Inch Kenneth Kajang, the 
Malaysian leisure and plan- 
tation group, had another re- 
markable session, gaining 

25 Op to 625 p. The shares 
have risen 500 p in two days. 
A year ago they were 850 p. 


takin g stock 

SHIELD DIAGNOSTIC rose 
50p to 627.5p as rumours of 
corporate action went round 
the market. Merck of the US 
and Rocbe of Switzerland 

were the names in the frame. 
The American group was said 

to plan a 950p bid; Roche 

would be content with paying 
800p a share tor 30 per cent 
The only development was 
share buying by stockb roker 
Colin Blackboard, a longtime 

fen of Shield. He lifted his 

stake to more than 3 per emit, 
bettering the shares are 
“ridiculously cheap” and 
u nfair ly tarnished as a 
speculative stock”. By 
increasing his stake to a 

notifiable level be has, he 

says, put his money where is 
month is. 

ROBERT WAITERS, the 

friph flying recruitment 

group, shaded Up to 4673p 
after Merrill Lynch towered 
its recommendation from buy 
to neutral. Its ent its profits 
forecast by film to £10m for 

this year and is looking for 
firft m next. The shares 
touched 574-5p last month. 
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Why global markets need to be 
open to free information flows 



DIANE 

COYLE 

ON THE MOST 
IMPORTANT 
LESSON FROM 
ASIA'S CRISIS 


WE LIVE in an economy whose 
life blood is information. It is 
one of the things that everybody 
knows. Everybody, that is, save 
for one category of players in the 
world economy -governments. 
Governments need to wise up 
to the information age, not in 
terms of having the right kind 
of technology policy or enthus- 
ing about the internet in 
speeches, but in the more fun- 
damental sense of recognising 
that less than full disclosure of 
information is an economic 
inefficiency as much as a matter 
of democracy. This is the deep- 
est lesson of the Asian crisis. 

There is a great appetite to 
draw lessons from Asia, to try 
to avoid repeals. The responses 
are tending to fall into two 
camps. One, the backlash camp, 
has concluded that globalisation 
is a Bad Thing, and needs to be 
tamed and resisted. It has a 
lunatic fringe but its more 
sensible proposals include 
introducing restrictions on 
inflows of foreign “hot money" 
by imposing reserve require- 
ments for the first year of an 
inward investment - the system 
in Chile. 

Another popular idea is a 
“Tobin Tax", a small tax on 
foreign-exchange transactions 
which would, in the words of its 
inventor, the Nobel laureate 
James Tobin, throw sand in the 


wheels of the global markets 
when they are careering out of 
control. 

The opposite point of view, 
the Pangkssan camp that inssts 
all is for the best in the global- 
ising world economy, reckons 
the crisis reflects inadequate 
liberalisation. Its proponents 
wifi admit that globalisation 
causes upheavals and problems 
about the distribution of gams 
Nevertheless, the gains are 
undeniable. A new report from 
the OrganisationOECD this 
week, “Open Markets Matter”, 
from which the chart is taken, 
spells out the links between free 
trade, free investment and eco- 
nomic prosperity. The moral 
drawn by this camp is that, 
whatever the turmoil caused by 
the crisis, it is essential to press 
ahead with more and more 
deregulation and globalisation. 
Preventing crises is a matter of 
liberalising in a more mea- 
sured way, perhaps, and with 
better supervision, but it must 
go ahead with minimal political 
interference. 

Of course, the fact that the 
initial reactions have divided 
into two basically opposed 
camps has set the stage for a 
series of political rows over 
what has become known as the 
international financial archi- 
tecture. Thke the Multilateral 
Agreement on Investment 
(MAIX which crumbled at this 
week's OECD meeting, to the 
undisguised glee of some 
campaigners. The long negoti- 
ations had shaped this into a 
sensible set of rules, with some 
exclusions to defend national 
interests and the first ever 
recognition of basic environ- 
mental and social standards in 
a multilateral treaty. But it has 
been derailed by politicians 
recognising a domestic backlash 
against globalisation, even 
though they will privately admit 
that a new framework gov- 
erning investment by multi- 
nationals is needed. 

As France's minister of 
commerce put it at this week’s 
OECD meeting, demanding a 
suspension of the talks: “Glob- 
alisation ... has a fundamental 
human, social and environ- 
mental dimension which must 



be taken into account from the 
start-" It could not be left to the 
experts and diplomats alone, he 
argued. 

However unfortunate the 
effects of french stubbornness 
on the MAI -a treaty which does 
more than most international fi- 
nancial agreements to recognise 
such concerns - rt indicates that 
some more considered assess- 
ments of the Asian crisis and its 
lessons for globalisation are 
starting to filter through. For the 
backlash camp ignores the huge 
economic gains that the post-war 
process of globalisation has 
delivered, while the Panglosaan 
camp overlooks the justified 
political concerns about the 
costs imposed by the way that 
process is occurring. 

A recent paper by Harvard 
economics professor Dani 
Rodrik attempts to explain why 
some developing countries have 
enjoyed massive gains in per capi- 
ta living standards while others 
have not So, despite the past 
year’s upheavals, Asia has fared 
wefl while Latin America has not 
He finds the key is not simpty the 
degree of openness to the world 
economy. Rather, it is how well 
different countries handle the 
turbulence that inevitably re- 
sults from setting sail on the 
choppy seas of globalisation. 

"How wefl" turns out to de- 
pend on institutional factors 
such as the degree of ethnic di- 
vision within a country, the ex- 
tent of military repression, the 


quality of the civil service and 
so on. These influences -whose 
measurement is necessarily a bit 
rough and ready- explain more 
of the difference in growth than 
do conventional measures slk± 
as exports as a share of GDP. 

Professor Rodrik concludes: 
“The main message that I take 
from the kind of evidence pre- 
. sen ted here is that it is not 
whether you globalise that mat- 
ters, it is how you globalise. The 
world market is a source of dis- 
ruption and upheaval as much 
as it is an opportunity for prof- 
it and economic growth ." 

Tilting part in globalisation 
therefore demands a programme 
of institutional reform, which 
would indude-on top of the IMF 
recipe of low government budget 
deficits, an anti-inflation strategy 
and privatisation - an improve- 
ment hi the quality of the gov- 
ernment apparatus. It would 
require increased democratis- 
ation in place of the typical 
technocratic approach to eco- 
nomic management in emerging 
markets. And it would need an 
improved social safety net so 
that the damage caused by crises 
like die present one in Asia do not 
fail entirely on the very poorest 

One of these themes is 
taken up by another economist 
Rudi Dombusch at the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (in a paper avail- 
able from his web site at 
http^AvebaniLedu/nidi/www/). 
Professor Dombusch is sym- 


pathetic to proposals like a. 
Tobin taxor controls on short- - 
term capital But he points out 
that they cannot prevent crises, 
any more than seat belts prevent 
or crashes: “A Tobm tax would 
not have avoided the Asian 
bankruptcy. Anyone who con- 
templates a 30 per cent depre- 
datxmwfllhappitypsyaOJ per 
cent tax.” 

He adds that hjgh transaction 
costs in emerging markets add 
up to the equivalent of albbin 
tax anyway. Rather than em- 
phasising capital controls or 
other brakes on globalisation, be 
concludes: “A modern answer to 
the question of integration with 
the world capital market is en- 
thusiastically positive.” 

Capital markets deliver the 
potential for higher living stan- 
dards and prevent governments 
from running bad economic 
policies - all round good news 
for savers, investors and 
workers. The catch with 
liberalisation as we know it, he 
argues, is a shortage of infor- 
mation to make it work property. 

For if modem economies 
rely on information, forthefi- 

nanrialminHb^ bfc ega-ntial FT- 

nancial crises all, in some way, 
result from unexpected bad 
news. Crisis prevention depends 

OQ mmimiffing the miwp eCted 

The real lesson is not that fi- 
nancial systems in emerging 
markets need to be better su- 
pervised or sweetheart deals 
with cronies brought to an end. 
It is that maximum disclosure is 
absolutely key. Professor Doro- 
buscb condemns the IMF and 
the credit rating agencies for 
their failure to transmit neces- 
sary in formati on to the markets. 

His conclusion can be taken 
one step further. It is not just 
to the markets that openness 
and transparency are essential. 
They are also fun dam ental to 
the political credibility of glob- 
alisation. People do not trust ex- 
perts who tell them everything 
is all for the best when it 
patently is not. If one result of 
events in Asia is to help end the 
technocratic dominance of 
international finance, this will 
help ensure that globalisation 
really does deliver the benefits 
it promises. 
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THE former chairman of BNB Resources is 

snefng- the h eadhun ting company for £2-1 
million over his departure earlier this year 
following a boardroom row. 

Co-founder David Norman resigned from 
the company in February after a disagreement 
over the future of Norman Broadbeot In- 
ternational, the high profile headhunting busi- 
ness of which Mr Norman was executive 

diaiimm. 

Since thea he has been negotiating a com- 
pensation package with the oompany, but this 
week the talks broke down and he issued a 
writ demanding compensation. TTie company 
says it will contest the action. 

Mr Norman was on a two-year rolling con- 
tract at BNB. In 1996 he was paid £627,000, 
in a year when the company made pre-tax 
profits of just £636 million. 

Then last year Miles Broadbeot, another 
co-founder of the business, left with several 
Other senior staffto set up a rival firm. Under 
pressure from shareholders, Mr Norman 
scaled his role back from chairman and chief 
executive, and spent the last two and a half 
months of the year as non-executive chair- 
man. His pay fell to £397,000 in 1997. 

Then in February Mr Norman resigned, 
according to the company, “as a result of 
differences regarding strategy and 
management”. He is not exactly destitute at 
the moment, however. On 17 April he ex- 
ercised a range of options and sold 1, 
159391 shares in BNB, when the share price 
was hovering around the £2 mark. 

The company, which also owns a raft of 
IT advertising and middle management 
selection agencies, has instructed City law 
firm Slaughter & May to defend it. 

The company said yesterday: "The board 
regrets that Mr Norman has felt unable to ac- 
cept proposals made by the board which, it 
has been advised, would feirty compensate Mr 
Norman in accordance with the Company's 
contractual obligations to him Accordingly 
it is the Board's intention to defend this writ.” 

MARGARET BECKETT, President of the 
Board of Hade, has obtained a disqualifi- 


atfonorderforthen^nui^^P^ 
allowed against Stephen Jan«* 

Mr Musker acted as a director of Stratton 

Companies Act, 

by 75* hearing, revealed ttHM »■ 
conduct. This included, accordmglotheDTI 
yesterday, “the production of a forged board 
STthe issue of shares to himself and as- 
sociates for no valid consideration, false rep- 
resentations to investors to induce them to 
invest, and the drawing of substantial per- 
sonal benefits for himsdf and associates when 
the compaw was deariy unprofitable. 

The court also considered Mr Muskeris 

record of involvement in a number of other 
corporate failures in recent years," the DTI 
said. 

DAVID GRAY has been appointed finance 
director to Golf Club Holdings, a company 
which owns die Lambourne, the South Win- 
chester and the Vfcle Golf Club, amongst 
others. 

Which raises the obvious question: Do you 
have to be good at golf to get the job? “Not 
at all," replies Mr Gray, modestly. When 
asked whether he has a handicap, he says: 
“Only my lack of talent” 

In fact, Mr Gray sees this lack of success 
on the fairway as a positive advantage, in that 
he will approach his job with a dear view, 
untainted by any enthusiast's passions. 

He recalls his 15 years at Thom EMI in 
order to back up his argument- “Its like 
anything else. You wouldn’t expect Jim Fi- 
fietd to be a devastating rock’n’roll 
performer.” 

Mr Fifiejd, of course, recently hit the 
headlines by receiving a £12m payoff from 
EMI when he left the music company. 

Mr Gray gained valuable experience 
working as finance director for David Lloyd 
Leisure during the period when the former 
te nnis star’s company was floating. 

But he is still proud of his comparative 
lack of sporting prowess. He says the “golf 
business is littered with the corpses” of busi- 
nesses set up by golf nuts who fended in- 
dulging their obsession. 

IF YOU get fish fingers the next time you 
are invited to lunch at accountants Ernst & 
Young, here’s why: Terry Carter of E&Y*s 
corporate recovery team has just been ap- 
pointed to restructure a Bulgarian fishing 
company, Okeanski Ribolov. 

Terry was appointed by the Bourgas 
District Court following a request by share- 
holders. The business owns and controls port 
facilities in Bourgas, including a 400-metre 
wharf and a boteL It also runs five fish freezer 
ships, three of which are currently out fish- 
ing in the Atlantic. 

Mr Carter will compile a report for 
Bulgaria’s Ministry of Industry, and will then 
attempt to sell the business as a going 
concern. So if you know of a market for 
Bulgarian fish fingers, give him a befl. 
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Godolphin delegation drops Embassy 


Newmarket 2.05 


vance of fh.'c . ad ‘ 
Guineas meeUni ^ eekend 's 

. ^ season's Cheveley 
winner has survived the aircraft 
^ On the journey from lbe 
Emirates, but, like plastic cur- 

o^r% B ‘ 0bL ’ SaVcdfor -'- 

Sunday and it would not have 
been fair on her to run.” Simon 


HYPER I ON’ S 
TV TI PS 


Crisford, Godolphin’s racing 
manager, said yeslerday. “Thai 
said, we are pleased with ber. 
She is doing well.*' 

The Arabian team will now 
be represented solely by Cape 
Verdi and is not exactly com- 
promised by having just a sin- 
gle warrior in the contest. Cape 
Verdi was heavily backed once 
again yesterday and the former 
properly of Robert Sangsier fin- 
ished trading at 7-4 (from 2-1 ) 
with Coral 

A further probable scratch- 
ing from ihc I.OOfl Guineas 
was Lady In Waiting. Paul Cole 
has been unable to exercise his 
filly for the last two mornings 

NEWMARKET 

2.05: JHA woo readily by three 
lengths over coarse and distance 17 
days aiy>. Despite being raised in the 
handicap by Sib. Robert Armstrong's 
colt cm put his finishing kick to good 
effect against today’s rivals. Chattan, 
drawn on the wide outside, also won 
on his reappearance - at Doncast- 
er last month - and poses a big threat. 



_ HYPERION 
ins !in? ReputatIon fob) 3.40 Phonetic 

3.10 Sliver Patriarch 5.20 Myzomela 


because of her damaged foot 
and she now appeals unlikely to 
attempt to translate her good 
gallops form to (he Newmarket 
flallands. 

“ft is looking unlikely that 
she will run," the Whalcombe 
trainer said yesterday. “She has 
a problem and missed work 
again this morning." 

Cole’s former inmate Cen- 
tral Park now seems to be 
Godolphin’s main weapon in to- 
morrow’s 2,000 Guineas. The 
coll will be steered by Frankie 
Dettori, while the travelling 
side's No 2. Almutawake), will 
be left in the hands of John Car- 
roll. 

235: Much interest will focus here 
on Mutawwaj.who Dies the Godol- 
phis banner. The performance or 
Frankie Dettori's mount could in- 
dicate the quality of the Godolphin 
challenge in this weekend's big 
event*. It would be unwise, though, . 
to ignore the claims of SENSORY. 
The drying ground wOl suit the 
Harris H31 Slakes runner-up. 


The other two Godolphin 
entries, AJobr and Zaya, will be 
going through customs once 
again as they point at (he Ptiute 
d’Essai des Poutains (French 
2,000 Guineas). 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
MAP: Jack Robbo 
(SedgMd 8.00) 

NB: Busy pnght 
(Newmarket 4.50) 

A clue to Godolphin’s 
strength this season, the fifth 
when their buccaneering ships 
have tied up in Britain, comes 
this afternoon when Mutawwaj 
is produced alongside lbe rc- 

3.1th A fascinating dash between 
older horses expected to be leading 
lights >n top middle-distance prizes 
this summer. Fitness at this early 
stage of the season may well decide 
which of SILVER PATRIARCH, 
Kingfisher Mill and Romanov takes 
the honours today. News from Sus- 
sex is that the first-named is in fine 
shape for his seasonal debui. 


GOING: Good — 

• ORAW AOWUrtAGe Nona 

ADMISSION: c*ih fr am Ca ™ brtd 9 0 and Newmarket stations 

H S?* 11 30 tram 168 news ows a surs&s rate of 

Hnto 222,1 OM** M Stouto^WpS? 
rririfffi " L 57 waters from 335 fides gives a ratio of 

roa%) r mils ?s- las Sb%T 

sassBaasasaarffl* 

T35] ^S^?^ E 7f MA1DEN {CLASS D, (DIV 0 

l BWAVSW(9ie»iti Ahmed Ailfekttvn) Uteris B h P Robinson 2 

£ W^ALBHjus^pKtoedlHCedBn K Felno 11 

1 Su2»ne Cc&eto-Hslcuipi C Dwjer 8 ti — . 0 Horton 7 

4 0 GOLD 1I1ST (IB) U UcXeera) H Armstrong B 11 R Price 16 

c IJ^^^l^^Far^JGSmylhOixMneSi 1 . RPtrtou 

6 HEBOHyiSheWiMcteTmedJjaosttoS rt GHM13 

7 5- JOCASTAt196J(CJAhflte|CVW81l JReSdS 

B KWUWflKA) (Hairian WMaWoiin) JOuipBTI R HRs 12 

9 4 USTHSV»n0NfIfl(RESBtt»JB«s6l1 FWBkteylS 

® * UlOfOJTTOtS (USA) (180) (fttf Melon) I Baking 6 H JlCodmeW 

It M MARGON£ (USA] (17) (Odckn Scfitendarhan) G Wragg S T1 II HMsB 

C NASAAySM (USA) (Godafctaj Saeatf Mi Stxoor 6 tl L Dettori 4 

B OLD TRAOfTION (Maktnm Al Uaktoun] E Dtrtop 8 tt KDntey9 

14 IBVERS RAINBOW (Rvl Mead) DCtcppMB 11 .WRSwttumfi 

6 SEATTLE HBBON (USA) (JCaittilDBtoHh Bit SOrownel 

* 0- SECRET BOURNE filBA) (186) (KAtadiM)B Ms Bit DHoflaodJ 

-16 doctored - 

BEnTNG: 7-2 Nasaayan, 114 Kgftafze, Kariyfi, 7-1 Uat Reputation. 6-1 Hefaoiy. Jocarta, 10-1 
OH ThMjttton, 12-1 otters 

1997: Jsfa 3 6 n R HBs 54 lav (8 Hartuy) ckam (B) 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

The strong fancy from Arundel KAR1YH takes in this engagement otter mining out when 
Ascot on Wednesday was abandoned The daughter of Shadeed is reported a bit spe- 
cial so she is feflty to take plenty erf beetng Last Reputation fel about n the ctosriQ 
stages fa the middy condttons when fourth to shock winner Sultana here last month. 
The testing e she win nol Improve enough to turn orer the Dunlop debutante. Lucy GOt- 
tars b from a yard gong wel and die shaped ricely on har aole iuvenle start Herry Ca- 
di has yet to strike form, so Digitalize Is best watered, as Is John GosdenH Kebony. 
along with Jocnebi who may again need this run after a promeing debut fifth to Atari 
ham last backend „ Selection: KAFHYH 

CO ?>c( LANWADES HANDICAP (CLASS C) aWBSc RFI 

^ ,UJ I El 0, GOO added 3YO 7f V kil 

MWG 

3lt2- RAISEAtaNGPQ9)|pfl(Manw|-6bsh)JWPayne97 — G Carter 7 S3 

2 ZB- ICEBAND (USA) (210) (SheWi Uoteirmad) J Gosdan 9 S LDaftxiBttK 

3 371-1 JM(mC^IHaft^«**fc»^RAms!Wifl93 BJMbHJO 

4 VS- RISQUE LAW p0B)(MGote«tMH*B Laurence E Rort P tens 9 OJf Won 12 B5 

5 BOV- HUJOQM (188) (D) (Kurort FtacngSynteaieJJIXefcpBO. .PatEdterylS 94 

6 3S-3 IATENISHrCX/T(29)yMaiM(tem)Wvbn«90. JflaH37n 

7 32-1 CHATTAN (35) (D) (AbdUsta 5aaad &J HaO) B Hfc B T1 -JIHtollOT 

B aaOt-O LEGS BE fflEMAY (20) (BAEKRecrtQ) K McAiilfe B8. „JFEpn10TfO 

9 60430- R£ECTEDfl95(rSHQtorfORftoraT84 0an»0WNB*S7 

V 33&G5 ADJUTANT (24) {J R Good) B Itofian 8 1 

11 344- ASVAAD (USA) (205) (SataRiBdQbaidaJBfABO HFteodi2S5 


Selection: CHATTAN 


gaily bred debutant Nasaayem. 
They will at least have the ben- 
efit of good ground unrecog- 
nised by mosi garden-tenders 
recently in Britain. 

“It was dry today and dry yes- 
terday and the forecast is pret- 
ty encouraging for the 
weekend," Nick Lees, the New- 
market clerk of the course, said 
yesterday. “It [the forecast] is 
warm on Satuiday and hot on 
Sunday, so things are looking up. 
There will be good ground for 
tomorrow and Saturday unless 
anything untoward happens." 

This relative Suffolk desert 
witnesses the seasonal reap- 
pearance today of the St Leg- 

3.40: Before investing in this caval- 
ry charge it could pay id watch ear- 
lier races on (his card in case the 
results point to where the best 
ground is. PHONETIC looks inter- 
esting among the high numbers. He 
won a 17- runner contest ac Newbury 
22 months agp. OI ihrtse drawn near- 
er the stands side, lUluiah Belle is 
fancied lo go weD for Jason Weaver. 


cr winner Silver Patriarch, 
whose effon (for breeding syn- 
dication purposes) to be estab- 
lished as the leading 12-furtong 
creature has been facilitated hy 
the retirement of Peintre Cete- 
bre. 

Those close to the horse 
inform that we will see a far 
more mature beast emerge 
from the saddling area this af- 
ternoon for the Jockey Club 
Stakes. It will be no easy for Sil- 
ver Patriarch, however, as his 
opponents include more than 
water-bearers. The bonny 
Celeric is his stable*s support 
act, while the Derby third Ro- 
manov, and the talented cou- 


pling of Kingfisher M31 and 
Happy Valentine, will also en- 
sure this is much more than a 
trium phal march. 

There is a further Group 
contest in a Sagaro Stakes 
which has been kept in edd stor- 
age from Ascot's abandoned 
Wednesday card. There is a 
great favourite (if not a market 
favourite) here in Double Trig- 
ger, who will wrestle with the 
likes of Persian Punch and Busy 

Flight. 

•Ibday’s scheduled race meet- 
ing at Newton Abbot was aban- 
doned yesterday because the 
track was waterlogged. 

Results, page 31 


2-1 7-4 M gfi 

6- 1 W 60 W 

7- 1 Al frl 6-1 
P-1 lg.1 Tt-1 PI 
tM tM 11-1 C-1 

m it-1 m m 
14*1 14-1 BUM 


16-1 W-1 W-1 16-1 

»1 24-1 26-1 25-1 


Mahler at concert pitch 


DAVID NICHOLSON and 
Nigel Twiston-Davies took 
Grade One prizes at Pun- 
chestown Festival's final day yes- 
terday with Mahler and 
Zafaraba cl- 

Car] Llewellyn, on Mahler. 


C >4-006 THIRD COUSBI (22) (PGLmej UHeakn9s713 -JOataBIO? 

G 9530- 8ALSETTE (213) [SawdMBrare) C Brt0ar7 12 J4 Hany 11 TOT 

U SM SWWBSEPRe0rr(J7)(lfcrtaitoartflRfWrai7C JilUan (3)5 *’ 

-14 dadmd- 

Unmun m&t: 7a 10b. True taetfeap wenQft Surprise Pr&sav Tsl rib. 

3CT77N& 2-t JH*, 6-1 Av/tmd, 7-1 CteOsn. 9-t Lato Wgfrf Out, 10 Huloacn, 12-f ICMxmd, «ac>j* 
Larif, 14-1 Rato A King. Satoita, IB-1 A^toL. i«-l Surpito Prasaot. 2S-1 often 
1997: Green Jewel 3 B B Dane 0>ta* W-i (R Hamm) dwn 00) B ran 
FORM GUIDE 

A tough mcb with Jtta up Bb fw the easy win from Udo and 19 othar® ter* tot month. 
He traveled Die the winner tfrou^nut and has ■ ftia chance with the fitnew aft«ntag» 
over so many: But there e no tBCng how good Is CHATTAN, a tot-gupiMtrnr of a maid, 
an at Ooncaslar m March after the >>verae promise from turn starts Gening 6t> tom Jta. 
Chattan nat hold awry ehenca John Dunlop fields a tearing player rt Hujoom. who 
showed Ns Jtiy come form to Be al wrong when wTnrtg a nursery af Ayr. in a tough 
Loted race on Ns final start Hujoom should reteh this savertth furlong and the Qround 
stuxJd also suit tceband is another who wae n a Usted race after a wh. rts debut short- 
head second to sufaseNreiit Mddfe Parfc wavier Hayl fa decent tom so he waid not be 
wlthoui a chance even cH Sat $Kl Rales A King wee useM last term but has Bat 7to to 
Ns troubles, and nn|arted does net looh good anau^i. Rtopro Lady Is wel regarded 
but Just foofcs held by Raise A KHg on mnary tom behmd Monte Lemos. The plus to 
her, however. Is the welbefeig of the yards horses and Kiaren Faton Is booked. Bast of 
the l^it weightB is Satotta. even though ter nurses nai at the backend was dsappoMng. 
Barry trator of Cttetaa also runs Asmad, who is up ki dbtance after Ns luvenla 
promto. Ns bast run being on a taster suiace an his dsbul Sele ction: CHATTAN 


lo 4E~| KUWAIT GREEN RIDGE STABLES NEWMARKET V3I 
STAKES (CLASS A) £20,000 added 3YO 1m 2f Kail 

1 n- m POM fM) QM Ptoltanutftred Corporator] H Sedan — KMtoSiOT 

2 51- ALMAMWB (183) (9»kh Ahmed Al l^tooiiT^ J Gosrto 8 8 Btory 3 102 

3 3231- MUTAWWAJ (219) (Godto*) Soeed bn EuwrBB J.Ddto16lf1 

4 21231- RABAH (182) (O (HtamchnAI Uaktun) JIXffepBB JUOeinw 

5 3B- SS60RT(ira)(|<Abd*h)B«sBfl NHlM 100 

6 BM>- TAV5IHBI SOCIETY B21)|FM&8to HbtxntariR Antctrmg B BJ» Plica 2 93 

-•dadsrad- 

BgTTOIG: »g M i S iw wa . T -a Dr fang. Setway 5-1 AhUto. IK! Rebnh. 10-1 T te enwr S ociet y - 
1 SS7: Sandstone SB B Pat Ecttry B-1 UDutoO town f? 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

AS six am making their reappearance and the two to leave cut woirfd seem to be Dr Fong, 
whose sublets taardyfirng at the moment and TtaMmar Society. Rabah was 12 lengths 
behftd Dr Fong In bad (port at Ascot Iasi October but he came out to beat two rivals 
an the better grormd here. Rabah shorJd go wel with the stable being in good form, but 
ALMAMMB Is the type to progress from hr© Juvenie starts and fto Eddwy is aboanl 
TNa longer tip ahorid also suit end the style of Ns wto at Nottingham (by nine lengths) 
suggeas he can be falowed in hto second sprAllliSiiwwt^whBdwiihawin from Acttoa 
at Goodwood, but the longer trp after the ran mar not sit Sensory’s wiring torn at 
Leceswr has worked out wbI. Second to La-Faah In a Grap 3 at Newbury on his teal 
start, ha may always want tastiah (pound being a eon of SeMrtu fi ele rUnn: ALMAM3AB 

[oTfll SAGITTA JOCKEY CLUB STAKES (GROUP 2) RT | 
J, l u l (CLASS A) £65,000 added 1m 4f KU 

1 21542- CHERtC p09) (C) (8H (Omsjophw Spence) J Durtap 6 9 0 K Mon 3 120 

2 12521- SUrantn«i«»(23q(q(ltorSWtold)JDiJto4B0 toEddwyB J23 

3 4Q3I- IQNGHSSt MRL (214(C)(0) (Lonl HCbVUda^MnJ Cad 4 8 CHJ Ktons7 120 

4 1/1 HAPPY VALEWTT1C (B1) (0) iGoddp/fc) Ssead bn Slapor 4 8 9 LDaBari2115 

5 33C3- R0MAHCNp»fl(RESB«igto pc htoP®^¥*n4fl9 JM512? 

8 4*30-3 SUPUa(1B)P)(TGPrice)Bltoeljn7B9 .B Cartel B3 

7 33-1D3 THEFUf tt3)^)(MrsJMCort*tt)BHfc489 JIHBi$1f5 

8 23314- BOOKArBHJ»p3®(RMCy»)CCyw4Ba. U Bohan* 4 113 

-Bdedared- 

BETTTNG: 5-Z S#ver Pvtriarch, 7-2 KlngBaterHR, 4-1 The Rjc Romanov, 7-1 Happy Vatodne, 10- 
1 CdwflA 14-1 Book Al BadtoA 40-1 8ftiU 
1997: Ttna Akwed 4 B 8 J Rad 132 (II Stouts) itaan (3 D ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SILVER RATRtABCH Is goftgio take acme beating r thaw type of races ttle year. The 
Derby second and St Lager wmner does not have the sharpness of twica-reced Tha Fly, 
but he beat t*n at Epsom and Doncastar and diftld do ao again. The Ry: demoted at- 
tar being the best horse al Doncaster on Ns reappearance, ran wel in terirfe (pound 
noct time when tttd to Fosidonas at Newtuy. Book At Bstfttma, five lengths behind SI- 
war Patriarch In the St Lager; ts not recommended even over this ihortar bip and with Ns 
stable Infra form Cteeric wins Hast grand and hormely nw* Ns firet run of the sea- 


son (besren in me tasr yeerV Happy Valentine has not urn since a JuvenBe debut «m at 
vbrmouth. wfriaKktgfWwr RB was two lengths behnd Siwr Ratriarch In the GreBVUflgew 
yet ha was atom to wn at Ascot Mtamwds whan a head winner tom Romanov, who 
ts reported wel enough toward Satot l on: SEVER FWWARCH 

|o Afll MILCARS HANDICAP (CLASS D) £8,000 added Kfl 
J " u i 1m 2f IBkfl 

> 055DO- aFTTOKB4(1BlO**DBk)DOappal49t> X Mon 16 SJ 

2 41T2V HLXSWTTY(892) (Q) (8F){GC&affy)GftawyB9D DRUeCabeA - 

3 OC60- GONE FOR A BURTON (JB9)(EB(HPCarog|Dri)PtoaiBB9 JteEdrtey7 84 

4 004441 ZOOM UP01) pdfaBdti MHsatfrESsi 9B ACtekl 87 

5 J5M0 waLAtacUSA)r22)(CT3R3cmgPartr«Wto)JGcHden497 LCMBxi66? 

6 C640- 91AD00F(222)(BF) (ItoHLavy) Wtor497 M*rtSnD*yer3 84 

7 6&tB tU0ICULSUPRBMCV(1(9(WJGedS)f 8Hfe49S — HUB* 14 S3 

8 MOM SECRET BALLOT (7) (D) (WNsed AMArara) K Mahd 4 9 S MB*M(3)1907 

5 6000 BRANDON JACK (13) (D) (R P B Mcheekon) I Baldng 4 9 4 Jl Roberts 11 106 

0 32190- ARRMNG(t8q(D)(W y ckKdSud)Jfto4S4 AlHareySflff 

TT fi&06 IMNUN (66) (W J Mus3m] Wltosoi 492 S VMworth 12 SB 

12 00200- SYWANPRllKCS8CS4)U.HRanto«4MWVB&8D JlMehn (3) 23 77 

C 40004 PH0fCTiC(Tfi0fcsSSwre)QSaUns5Sa SDnmmia B0 

M 6306B Pf«CESSDANBi£(13)(iq(l*sM*tonVtoitenOWtUr6B9 JRdd21 84 

6 02B14- DELLLlApDO) m(Bf)p0tedUANva) JHfe4 89 RMS 15 84 

« K000- HL/TAflARRA (189) (D) (Ms Rte Bran) WMsaw 5 8 8 DHotendS 82 

V 36450- CARUfSQt£STpe6)UNM«e)Jt4sto4B8.^ .TQukn24V708 

« 42300- HARU0NYHALL(J137) (Rayrrox} Tbc04 J Farehaw 4 8 7 DHmton13l02 

fl 4060- WHJ3 PALM [241) (S Futtol Lte A £ JoTraon 08 7 HJKtoM(784 

20 £01 -2 TALLULAH SaiE (13) (D) (Trq^ Racrg) N LKrnodee 5 B 7 JVtoavtrB 87 

21 00133- PRAETOBAN GOLD (183) |GoU Buster Syndc^RHamon 3 7 U..RRtendi 10 87 

22 40066 GAIN LBff (USA) pfl ^F) {Legend Raoig CUtrf C Dwy® 6 7 13 JQdnn20 95 

23 O50W FSWURHO (£0) (P H RKh) P ffch O 7 XI Omen Uflttatt (3) 22 - 

2t 25000 IRONIIOUNnMt15)(GdsgherEteneLJd)NCalBgten37« J Lowe 2 88 

-Mdadand- 

MMnuo ewght 7M 10b. True tendop wo0KK Famfro, Iren Mncrtoi 798kt 
BETTING: 0-1 Secret BdM, ‘Mulsh BeBe, 11-1 Gift Token, Mtodwre, Phonetic, 12-1 Princess 
DbM*. Wteild. W-1 ArrMn* Iron Uotorto. 18-1 Gone For A Burton. 20-1 attere 
1997: QwmpavB Prince 4 9 7 C Uwthw (7) 7-1 (P Hws} dwn (R « ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Plenty of runners but the grade does not look that strong. Two Baabie runners are Bran- 
don Jack, a wftner at Goodwood and Sandown last season snd aurev be sharper for 

a run behind Rutland Chantry at Newbury and MITTADARRA, who I* wel handicapped 
on Ns wri over the trip on the JUy eowse last tern. Brandon Jack la 4to ligher for the 
latest wh fra testable is gong weBanoutfi to suggeet he w« go dose. Princess TteiMn . 
fifth in thte Newbury hanefcajx can be expected to do better on this better gromd and 
rams a ttieaL The booking of Kteen Falon suggeera a good run from GtTtTbkBn. who 
came to hand earty last season with ■ maktan win at SnteUoy W e taM has dona noth- 
kig on two starts this term to suggeat he can tern tHa. Secret BMIM holds a prominent 
poeklon in the markat but he looks beteaUe after the recant ftad to Thertiea a Sandowa 
Arriving can be considered on her beat fomv and the gouid wi cut Phonetic, who is 
2D tower to the mud iwn at Nswtory a year ago S el ect ion: MLHADARRA 

(A -iel EQUITY FINANCIAL COLLECTIONS DAHLIA STAKES 
^■ lo f (USTED RACE) (CLASS A) £17,000 added 1m If Penal- 
ty Value £10,775 

1 1281- SAAffl0L(ttQ(C)(SteMlAftodAIIMfcUTt JGot0ai48B — „J.DWtcriS 

2 3320-6 SLFEBCAL (IE) (TheCtedcrtanRacSigSotiety) D Bswxtti4 B 12 ._3 Drowns 7 

3 064- HEAVENLY RAY (USA) (181) lO**toyP»1t Stud) JFJBTtewe 48 9 KWonl 

4 04203- PR1EMA(19B) (Bf) tCUeriaMno) WJws48B JHJKBwwS 

5 30- S0WETARnC(FR)ttB^(RESangto)Pa^pieHyani4 89 JRahMB 

6 40S3 STAR PRECISION (18) (LtoBSsrW)QBd(ing4 8 9 R Price 2 

7 631-8 TOWITOMa«(BF)(MPBomr^M'toptoS4B9 DBIgpS 

8 835-1 YAB1NT B. SULTAN (13) (G S D krperts Lid) B Mcttehon 489 RCodnrae 

-Sdadered- 

BETTtNG: 94 Seafaya, 7-2 SaparcaL 4-1 Ste Predsioo, 7-1 YkbW B Sirftan, 8-1 Ibpatori, 10-1 
Priene, 12-1 SorfetAibc, 14-1 Haavstily toy 
1997: Btotoa 4 8 9 L Dettori tO-fllw (L Cunani) town 0 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Most at thesa took beetable egalnet John Goadenb SAAFEYA. winner of a dBcent hand- 
icap at ftodock tot September under a big itogM and later aucoeasto from Sarafenoor 
Chombray h Listed company on tWs couaa. Beirg a daughter of SarSarts Weto Saafeya 
is taken to look even better on Hu type of ground against her own sax. Yablnt a Sii- 
tei, winner of the Nawbujr Sprtig Of) on her reappeeranoe; copes wtth aA kite gwmd. 


was enjoying his first success as 
a jockey on Irish sofl in the 
£60,000 Heineken Gold Cup. 

Zafarabad won the Cham- 
pion Four Year Old Hurdle, 
with the rider Richard Johnson 
deputising for Adrian Maguire. 


WCnute BM 50-1 40-1 33-1 
Ea±w*a<7«»te°rtAptoBU 3 

C Coral HW*n HI LLatrdevTfcrB 


Newmarket 3.10 ^ 

M C H L T 

KB— t 

tern M M 31 72 


0%v- tM 8-1 12-1 TH 

aantMHwmra 14-1 W C:t W 

Str*d 40-1 50-1 5D-1 50-1 


Sscti«tea0ifBoobk.pkcBB 7.4 J 
CDJMHWmH.LLaObtos.rBe 


but aha was tour (angitis baNnd Saafeya In to Haydock hanrJcap and a 3to pul nwy 

not be enouNi for a rereraaL HMMenty Ray and Prtena would not appear good bikmA 

and Star Pnmsfcn b another who may lack the fhistteg kick of Satoya. 'topaiort b a 
i jjwMuwr nandtop wtener with fittle hope, and supernal and tha ex -French framed So- 
via! Artie vmrfd also saem to hare Gornethng to frd, Satocttoi: SAAFEYA 

A En SAGARO STAKES (GROUP 3) (CLASS A) £30,000 added 
2m 45vds 

1 00VS5- DOUBLE TWGGSt (2D9) (O (D) (R W Hjggre) M Jahretm 7 93 — HRotwKlftt 

2 5S23- PERSIAN PUNCH (2DSJ (JCSrHti) DBsaoftS 31 KFMon5121 

3 0103- Btwail^(1M)(PWI«»=l»»SWttfNdD(WBHb5Bfi.JIHto«faS 

4 5452M rtl BUPPOSW (1^ (Mctotas Cooper) R tow B 8 E R Cochrane BH2 

5 210G1- SAMRAAN (USA) (209) (K I* AlUwjra) J Drfcp 5 8 12 -WEto| 7 717 

6 3011- THRS0£ERS(M9)(dO<eihMotammBd)J , &>Gdsn48O LMtefJV/W 

7 WINDSOR CASTIEPSOHD) (Plies told SahW)P CoB4 BO TQuto2BH5 

B Ohi- MOKTKW (USA) (30^ ISrGeogeltBfldO PCde« 80 JtoldaBT 

9 3210- MOTET (195) P){AEOppo*»rn«)GWBg04a8 toJEdtoytt 39 

V 23234- R0Y7U. CROWN (189) (Vtchoei H Vtet) CSritei 4 BS MJNnaneB 89 

-IDdedared- 

BETTINQ-. 7-2 Sarsraan, 4-1 Busy FBgM, 5-1 Peratai Punch, 5-1 DouM» Trtggftr, Ttwae Owsre. 7- 
1 Windsor Caatle, B-1 Tin Supporin, 20-1 ottan 
1997: OctaBtra Sol 5 8 12 T Qutr 9-1 (J Dutep) d®W> ID 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

THREE CHEERS won twice after teQuranfe\tee second to Windsor Caatte at Ftoy- 

al Ascot TNs is a tough rase to sort out bufVWndaar Castle mispif Just be batter on last 
grant whereas Three Chews stayed every yard with the cut in the turf to beat Bona- 
perttete n a Grotp 3 at Longitennp at the backend. Samrean has sfl to shew he truly 

gate two mitos and is not cansderad evan (hough he frtshed in front of Windsor GasHe 
when second u Doutte Ecipsa in tha Ybrkshfra Cup. Persian Punch dd betw than Dot*- 
ble Trigger n to Doncaster Cup when second to Canon Can and he also proved bet- 
ter than Samrean when second to Oscar Schrefar at the CUrntfi in September. Douttfs 
Trigger has shown ha can win when Irate and he was superior to Porsan Punch and 
Samarai at Goodwood last Jirfy tough on ground a tot faster ten this. Busy Ffigtit was 

a Nsappo*rfrgthW to Kalanaal Newbury last backanrf and rragW^ust be wWhwalch- 

hg today, whla the gouid coted just be a bit too aott for Pm Supposhi. who can win a 
race of this description judged on hfe showing against Poaidonas cmr 12 furlongs at Naw- 
btay afar hb tftef in the Champtoi Hurtfa. S e l e ct io n : Tlfig OESS 

| c ~ o n ~l PORTLAND LODGE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) (DIV II) 
P-^ U I £7,000 added 3YO 7f 

1 0- CSTtAIN DANGBL (181) (PaU a ismy Green) N Caiaghan 0 n Altotoy13 

2 C0NEUPS8HAIQ(USA){Ual(tMn AIMsttunJEDutopBII KDotoy2 

3 DACIAN (USA) (GDHs»MreerdJ JMcErmri IBaUng8tt It Roberts 6 

4 0HIR8M(FR)(AnhonyR3teriWjBrvl>Btl JOiint>8 

5 IfflAlffl STORY (The QuBert) Lent tirttngcbnB 11 W Ryan 4 

S 3 JMS1YW fUSA) (IQ (HwnOan Al Maktxm) B Hartxiy B h R«s7 

7 30 IC8SDIVOrfia)()UtaJbcelynMBD(rfftlR<tos(8lf J) Qflfite (3) 10 

B MBS 5ABRENA (D A Shtofe) S C Wtems 8 11 — DnODtaU 

9 MYZDMaA (USA) (Sh*h Ucharrmed) J GosdErt 6 T1 L Dettori 3 

U 06 PLAYGROUP (16) (LorOHwrardDe Watoi) Mrs JCed 811 Martin Dwyer 15 

11 PRWCBS9CEpnE(Scep4reRBchg}BHfc8T1 Paul Eddery 5 

C PUSSYGAtDREIRapTKind'MNDBnRrttiBll SDrowneil 

13 ROYAL AfffiOWp P S Wchaebon &Yftrfc Said) I Baking 8 T1 S IRtoorih 1 

■M SWEET PEA (Mattes Jones) JDwkp 8 11 .T (Altar 12 

C 2- SWING ALONG (19fl(WGB»^C tel 8fl SStedanrft 

-UPeetarari- 

BETT1NG: 5-1 Swtag Along, 6-1 Jfrnlyah, 7-1 llyzoaiaia, 8-1 Come lip SoiNob, Dacto. Mta Dlv- 
oL P tay gr c u p, 10-1 often 
1997: Sea CMtenl 

FORM GUIDE 

Ian Bating has Na second season hones In fra form, so Ns Diaras newcomer DACIAN j 
is chanesdet to odds tatenxr of her Etattemaie Royal Arrow. A big threat is Bely to , 
be John Dunlopfe newcomer Sweat Rea. Chns WaTS Swing Along was a 50-1 head-seo 
ond to Atut here tot backend but she looks beatable. Ben Hanbiay's Jlnsiyah was thkd 
to 50-1 winnar Srrftana here bet month with Playgroup about five lengths baNnd n sbrth. 
Jtasryeh ahorrfd confirm the farm and looha the big Use a t. Another nw ron o rs John Qos- 
danb Myxomata, a daughter of Kris 5 and from a stable that bad a newcomer tew et 
Bath In the week. Barry Efils won the Wood Oitton v«th a My and Princes* Sceptre, out 
of the Btaymg mare Sans Blague has to be on the short 1st- Setoction: DAQAN 


Musselburgh 


HYPERION 

Z20 Klklee Lad 250 Three Tfenners 3^5 Rim For Russ 
4.00 Ladycake 4^0 Mr Fortywfnks 5.05 Mybotye 

GOING: Good. 

STALLS: Straight - far »de; Round course - nade. 

! DRAW ADVANTAGE: Ugh lumbers beat tar 7Y8 Sri 
I • Rtoht-hand oval course with tiflW luma _ ,, 

| • LEADING TRAINERS: JQeny 34-148 (23«).M Johnston ®-103(MB%X 
Mrs MReveley 0-78 rifiS9t*DSn«h 9^5 (OBVX 
I • LEADING JOCKEYS: J Carroll 22-151 (Wfl%). J Fortune 19-145 (G.1%). 
L Charnock 15-118 (J2996L A Culhana 13-87 (149%) 

0 FAVOURITES: 1754B (42.19ft 

BUNKERED FIRST T7ME: Hype Superior (220). Reft A Lire (visorea 

LONG DISTANCE TRAVELLER: Ttatal TVoptt 025) sent 370 mtea. 

PTo n RAMBLING RIVER AMATEUR RIDERS HAND* 
Z.2U (CAP (CLASS F) £4,000 added Sf 

j 22 SESB^'SSlUEiSSSSS!! 

s ^ SCHmfBW^tolO«(2Z)(C^W5SJC^ha_.™- 

g 65050- KUSLAD (M7)(b) l Semptai N "*• ITCtorowWB 

f **** 

8 38® miw' wwwiw n^^;; 

3 OOOOO- TROPICAL BEACH (775) ^ 71 0^_^LPWTO 2 

■a 304300 aLKC0TrtAG6t15)(Cn)HBaftnttnBtol2^Rg*Jte»"Wf 

S ^0 AWOlXg EP« 0« P) LtorteO 

-ajjw (CQ D Nolsn D W 9 "* , £. ( ? Si2 5>3 

% S2 SlilwTRMBOTCIO) ffIMOBUi. « «< MrDJe WBtt(T)3 


Bangor 


HYPERION 


loeec^.15 7 ^ Finch>s 0601 8/15 Key ^ 

GOING: Good to Soff (Soft n 

MWMteaew 11-44 (25^4 C 

• SfpL Lad 0A Wte^BOf* 


— r=i r- ccoTT FURNISHERS NOVICE HURDLE 
E® (CUSS E) to 

V CPKSB SSto/TTfl BPWnt 

i ’s rrS&a 

J ^ SSSr-S 

OtfigH. a-1 MtOf Tte TW* W 


H 00000 ANOTHERMGHntAR£(27){P)HUcHto8t)3 

ltraCWHamsR9 

■s flBOM ANTTTHESSflfiJ(D)Jftotefl5»3 MrilBrateume 15 

8 OOOOO MOfWNa STAR (0(0) WttKBO«m«D3 14rQLto(5)5 

17 515304 SQAKB)(ia)DCtecmm5912 M»RCtek14B 

- 17 declared - 

BETTING: 11-2 Mfcfcte East. 183 5nuttem OomWon. D a Bu rf raa Boy 8-TKncl- 
ty MB, Soteed, 18-1 Ctemcast, Msky YKhlsi* Anctter Episode, 12-1 otters 

FO "qnl HADDINGTON LIMITED STAKES (CLASS F) 
4, ? / J £4J00 added 1m 

t B4B- FQ.ALME(JQMHsmmcnd496 JCarrafl JY 

2 025-00 GfirWJ HOTEL (2^R6tKefcr4 96 TWWwasSB 

3 BOSQD- DANHSTAn(l95) WBridxureSBa AUcCwfay(3)6 

4 00004 BAYLHAM(Sq JGoUe387 ACtoane4 

5 OOO ttSGtCFAUS (14) UPatgasaB B7 — ; JteeW 

6 MB BEAU WBMA (99) A Diton 3 84 JUcAuky(7)1 

7 BOOM CHMBQFPWCE(2S)JL^ra384 JiWVtomp)2 

B 300-06 NGAEREPHlNCSSffl WKmp384 LCtonodt7 

9 0502-2 PfitDE Of BRYN (52)0 Sl«h384 CLXMftw(3)B 

® 40406- THRSTENM3iB(22^ JBeny384 PFeawy «6B 

- loasctarad- 

BETTING: 2-1 Pride of Bryn, 7-2 Ifrrea tensra, 5-1 FW A Urn, 7-1 Ctdmea Ot 
Peace, 8-1 Danotate; Beyltara, 20-1 Grand Hotel, Wgic FHBs> 25-1 otters 

Co~OK PORT SETON CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
} J.4dO) £2,300 added 3Y0 im 4f 

1 OOOOO YtBE CHRISTY (31) Wttrftewn 8 D R Wtastei (9) 8 

2 00630 RLfflY*ARp4)(BF)WBrteoume87 AlteCWtty 

3 -53406 LU0BiE(fi) JHetwrtcn85 Hl»w*i4 

4 40 FM»F0RRUSSWSCV«jrreB4 Jtterell 

5 00Q5- TOTAL TROPW (185) BM»«hanB2 LCteraockS 

BEITIMS: 11-8 Itei For Russ, 84 Roby Ban; 8-1 fate Tlropta, 10-1 toe Christ* 
bates 

\ A fwTI ABERLADY MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
(4.1111 f STAKES (CLASS F) £3^00 added 2YO 5f 

! LSCeSTCRTK»Tate«taBtBn9a ACtteansB 

2 0 NOTIHBWSVBtGAU(te)TDBaron8I) JCsno82 

3 0 PANDJOJOE (32) R Fahey 9 Q. RWfaatnnfflS 


r e?El JONES PECKOVER NOVICE HANDL 
Q-fo| CAP CHASE (CLASS E) £5^00 added 
2m If 110yd* 


1 32tSF3 DOCXLAMDS COORIS1 (10) R PlrffaS 8 TI T3_ 

2 PiPM POBT GAMES (18) (D) R Lee ri II 7 

3 STO3 FOLLOW DE CALL M (CR DlfcftSI 8114 

4 ABSOLUTE FOby ml M3 S arte 6 C3 

5 HBSIIYl£nEp9)fiW*7tt3 

-5 oeuaTsc- 


-CLtawaByn 
_R Johnson 


z!13SS 


rs-Tcl LLANDUDNO HANDICAP HURDLE (ClASS E) 

iyS£MC0««eda»11 


BETTING: W Pfa» Garas. M ftfc* * Ca«i ™ CtoteT-lAb- 

aceuta FoByi 25-1 Mbs llytete 

r^-Scl RED CROSS WEEKSHiJNG HANOI- Fraa 
6.45J CAP HURDLE (CLASS G) £3,000 HOI 
added 2m 4f 

\ S5 S«IT«mWlteS|5*71li -GF ByreP) 

J pSff OUT0F1HE BLUE W.MB*? BOP BBatoey 

45 - 12 GSCwfBO- 

fflft*1l4S£I3S2* HonftSlfwJ Wood, Beteorsl I Princess, 114 
^,15-1 otters 

KTTe 1 WYNNSTAY HUNT SUPPORTERS N[FJ 
\7A5 \ oie HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) Hl3i 
1 — ^"^£6,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

HOUSE aro CM) Dearefcto8U« RDomroodyB 

J ^SSffliSroifnJWNtotointB BGtote 


4 LADYCAKE J Beny 8 9 CbMftarfl)1 

5 3 LADY NAKH (18) J J Dim 8 9 J Fortran 5 

8 2 TAMRA LADY (27) MJohrWnB 9 DeroKcKaownS 

-Bdectarad- 

BETmO: evsnafamps Lady; 7-2 Ladycaka, $-1 Lady Naim, 7-1 Northern Srerv 
gafi, io-i ta fa aefar Tlgsc 18-1 ftodfefaa 


L- ort) MUSSELBURGH OLD COURSE HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added tm 4f 

1 04336 GEORGE OBJJNQttll (JT7) (BF) D frith 8 DO JFdrtteeT 

2 5016- BBRYDNC (271) (0)U TbtfuteS 913 Den McXaoon 5 

3 564250 WteREYEV DANCSt A Betsy 696 -JCWTOBS 

4 23120 HUALftS) (D) (BF) J Paorce 5 9 1 GBardnll 

5 55D64 StJIWiaWILL SPECIAL (23) (D)D Barter 7 8 11 TWBteraZ 

B -2021 UR FORTYW1NKS <1t> (D) J L B^te 4 B 7 Oorf S BucMoy (7) 6 

7 sa MO DOUBLE ECHO (4?) (PJJBaftalT) 7 0 LCtarnoA4 

B 20006 LORD MNOCA3E (Z7) (CD) DNotarQ71t .KStedfllV 

• -Bdadarad- 

ECTnNGr 3-1 SeronwrirfB Special, 7-2 Mr Fortyvtaks, 4-1 RIsL 11-2 Kerareye* 
□kwh; M Embryonic, 8-1 Gecaga DMngtem, T4-1 DoabteEcbo,2S-l Lord Ad- 
vocste 

rgn e ] BRUNTON HALL THEATRE HANDICAP 
°’ uo J (CLASS F) £4,000 added 71 

1 • iBOOO- TWUtBLAZfflpM?C7hcrtfan41)0 Dean UeXMen 11 

2 2631-3 SKYERS FUBi (7)11 Wane 4 9 11 J Carol 9 

3 -two kass alhawa ( 14) (tQ D Oapman s fl it ACtahans? 

4 302066 SWBTp2)P)UPotese4 9T1 JWaX 

5 0002 HNtSTEHRE (1^ J J ONbI 6 9 B J Fortune 3 

6 63544 NYBOTYE (14) (D) R tesdran 597 TMtensH 

7 3*025- U9LBJKA (219) fQfl (BF) R Fahey 12 9 8 RWMonftlO 

8 €0060 BUFT pi) M Brittain 5 9 5 Elfcme^i{7)6 

9 0500ES AUJNSONB HATE (7) (CD) T D Bstcti t) 9 5 

Ktabtesy Hut (5) t2 B 

V 20020- TWOONTHEBRIXJE p06) (BF) D Snte49 4 LCtamockB 

11 00345 BATALHJR (271 G Wbrakwid 590 ..... C farther (3) 5 

ti 04534 CARFEAJJIA (25) J L Eyre 5 B 12 OPaanl 

B 0M- LUNCH PARTY (176) (C)(D) JBwry689 lota Wrote ^ 14 

« 33006 COSIfiC CASE (30 ) J QcUb 3 8 6 i_DWKaM« 

-I4dectared- 

BETT7NG: M Umcri Party, 6-1 UyboTye, 7-1 TWO On The Brirfgr, 6-1 Skyera Ry- 
K. Ffafeteis, ABBOT'S MSB, 10-1 Ifliuhre, 12-1 otters 


54-P22 AUOW ttS(P) (Btr) B Ltawlyn 7 D1_ 

4 Q22M ^3Uy»Wr(77)FJarrfar 71 C5 NWOaDaoo 

-Adectered- 

BETTING: 6-4 llotm Bbd, M A8c»n M Ater Tia Foot, W Jely BoU 

r ^ - rac l EASTERN DESTINY NOVICE EfOT 
HUNTERS CHASE (CLASS H) £24»0 UU 
added 3m 110yds 

1 -1101 KBnuaffGOrapil(D>MWaiWon9g4.^D aartoc> 0 

2 831271 LAND9I5T0WN (57) (□) H Mafias t) 12 4 HJro C Ttanai (7) 

a VARYKWOVR (D) tertGBmM9B4 -SSJESJS 

4 gnrnp uBfioSE fS (D) ttaaTFBaon It BO — row warn (7) 

5 2/F1-P CAOffi OSE tewaStalS 

6 483W RUCKS (SI MW S atOteBC 0— 

I iw saasagaaasE=^g| 

i £3 


i Mimj JOUVBifIB) MRpeBCO R Jchnacn 

3 P%235 RJTUT«KB» C^(D5 KBateif -n -n 3 

4 B23M1 SKRAII (25)RDtoi 5B_B Z55H 

« JffRD TANSEEQ f13) fCD) U Ustf^r 7 C 0 -DBymaV 

! SS8SSSSSBI b«j«*stoo. cua»^ 

— 11 QlCWfifl “ 

Si’S Hdreeb. t M Stoitt, W ftanHiiilCay(S*.B-1IQio*» 
Tteeeeq 


Sedgefield 


HYPERION 

6.00 Whttegates WUfie 6^0 Ltothach 7.00 
Grate Deel 7^0 Joint Account 8.00 Jack Rot>- 
bo 8^0 Swandale Flyer 

GOING: Good to Scrft (Good fa pieces). 

• Left-bend, undutedfag couraa Easy fences and tang ren-ln on 
chase cmrae of sooyoa. 

• Course a an south east oftown near jraxaion of A889 and 
A177. Bus service from Stockton station (9m) or Durham staokn 
(tan) ADW8SION: Paddock SB (OAPBfig; Oarea £2 CAR m»C 
£2, remar dw frea 

• LEADING TRAWERS: MreHReveiey W-254 C2ai%\4 H John- 
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Red revolution: Arsenal’s players celebrate another goal in a season during which their style of play under Arsine Wenger is turning the dub into byword for sophistication and charm Photograph: Allsport 

Suddenly everyone loves Arsenal 


IT MAY be placing a curse over a fabulous 
season, but this lifelong Arsenal fan has a 
prediction to make, and it terrifies him. Our 
club is running a serious risk, of becoming 
the most popular ia the land. Worse than 
that, it could even turn into a national in- 
stitution. One by one, the elements are felling 
into place. Nick Hornby's Fever Pitch pro- 
vides the historical chronicle, a deep trough 
of the emotions of an Arsenal fan at which 
parched newcomers may drink. Then we have 
the glittering present, a string of perfor- 
mances that has all at once rendered Man- 
chester United, the nearest thing we 
presently have to a national institution, as 
dated — and exciting — as last week’s stock 
prices. And then there’s Arsene Wenger. But 
of him more in a moment 

A singularly misguided writer in the 
Evening Standard recently predicted that 
come the Cup final, an orgy of old fashioned 
Arsenal-hating would burst over the land, and 
that Newcastle would be every neutral's 
favourite. You do not have to be a believer 
to know the reverse is true — and not mere- 
ly as a result of the grace, loquacity and af- 
fability of Kenny Dalglish. 

Suddenly we have a team that everyone 


After decades of his team being called boring, Rupert Cornwell, a life-long Arsenal 
suppporter, explains why he is terrified they may become the most popular in the land 


loves. In our most euphoric moments, some 
of us liken its style to that of the “Tbtal Foot- 
ball'' Dutch sides which every uncommitted 
follower of football vainly prayed would win 
the World Cups of 1974 and 1978. For Over- 
mars read Rensenbrink. for Bergkamp read 
Cruyff No longer is Arsenal just a dreary win- 
ning machine. Forced for decades to find 
virtue in the long ball up the centre and the 
hoof into the upper deck, to our amazement 
we find ourselves at the vanguard of the Beau- 
tiful Game. 

In truth, “Boring Arsenal” was always a 
bit unfair — the 1989 and 1991 Championship 
sides scored goals by the hatful, and the brief 
flowering of the Liam Brady/Frank Staple- 
ton team of the late i970s, cut short by Brady's 
defection to Juventus which even 18 years lat- 
er still rankles, remains a golden memory. But, 
yes, it can’t be disputed: by and large we were 
pretty dull, and in the. late 50s, mid 60s and 
mid 80s we sometimes bordered on the aw- 
ful. But vilification bred fierce dan loyalty. 
Now, lo and behold, we risk becoming a by- 


word for sophistication and charm. For long 
time pilgrims to London N5, this transfor- 
mation is seriously disorienting. 

For despite the Johnnie-Come-Latelies 
who always hitch their allegiance to a rolling 
bandwagon. Arsenal’s fan base probably hasn’t 
greatly changed. Yes, football's gentrified and 
ultra-fashionable, and restaurants are replac- 
ing pubs as gathering places for the faithfuL 
Yes, the sport has a rich busmessfoUowing, but 
then there always was. Residents complain of 
siege by bhono on Saturday afternoons — but 
some of my first forays to Highbury were in 
walnut-panelled Daimlers (which my father 
would insist on driving with the windows 
sealed as he puffed on a cigar of ChintMtian 
dimensions). But let the flash Hanys go to 
Chelsea. At heart Arsenal is stiD the neigh- 
bourhood team. Newcastle has Ibny Blair, 
Blackburn has Jade Straw, and Tottenham in 
the Glory, Glory Hallelujah days had Freddie 
.Ayer. I have called around to check, but the 
best anyone can come up with for Arsenal in 
the celebrity supporter stakes is Me fvynBiagg. 


And the terrace poetry hasn’t improved 
much either. These days,graee d Arstine, the 
verses have a more cosmopolitan flavour: “He 
comes from Seneg-AL, he plays for Arsen- 
AL " for instance, in honour of Patrick Vieira, 
these days the North Bank’s supreme 
favourite; or “He’s blond, he’s quick, he’s 
named after a porno flick,** eulogizing Em- 
manuel Petit, the other French titan of the 
midfield. The subject matter may be more am- 
bitious, but in terms of scansion not a patch 
■ on “Six foot two and eyes of blue, Willie Young 
is after you,” the chant in honour of the lum- 
bering Scottish defender of blessed memo- 
ry, responsible fbr4he odd ma2y dribble and 
one or two of the most thunderous own goals 
in Arsenal history (among them a header in 
the Manchester United game of April 1, 1978, 
that left Pat Jennings frozen as a statue). Or, 
going back even further, “Bertie Mee said to 
Bill ShankLEE, Have you heard of the 
North Bank, TghbuREE..." 

And then there's Arsine. Even after his 
1971 double, Bertie Mee never acquired a 


fraction of the star quality radiating from 
Wenger before the possible repeat of 1998. 
What is it about these Frenchmen that so be- 
witch us ? What came of our national con- 
tempt for the “bottomless superficiality” of 
tbe anderrt foe from across the Channel? Fust 
Eric Cantona, the thinking man's footballer 
— artist, actor and poet on tbe side. Now 
Wenger, mysterious and cooler than. Cool Bri- 
tannia could ever dream of, who turns the 
post-match press conference into a Cartesian 
dissection of the footballing universe. 

Did I detect an “over zee moon”the oth- 
er day ? Maybe, but the gallic lilt of the stu- 
dious, unfailingly polite Wenger, occasionally 
to be found in post-match rumination in a lo- 
cal restaurant, can him Gaffer-speak into 
Racine. Small wonder the reporters feel like 
pupils at the feet of the master. So welcome 
to the new Arsenal, multi-national, multi- 
faceted, the blending erf tbe best of British with 
the best of Europe. Isn't this what BLairiszn's 
all about? And, with New Labour's nose for 
a vote-winner, I can’t believe our Prime Min- 
ister (lately of North London moreover), will 
be supporting Newcastle for long after 16 May. 
Thus will cult-status be sealed. Whether that’s 
what I want is quite another matter. 


Lopez strike 
sinks Brazil 


Brazil 

Argentina 


CLAUDIO LOPEZ punctured 
Brazilian morale as they prepare 
to defend the World Cup by scor- 
ing the only goal in the 84th 
minute of a prestige friendly at 
Rio de Janeiro’s Maracana sta- 
dium on Wednesday. 

Brazil's coach, Mario Za- 
gallo, conceded* “The team did 
not play to my satisfaction and 
we must improve for France. Ar- 
gentina also played poorly, but 
they had much better rhy thm, 
which is very important.’’ 

In the early stages, Argenti- 
na seemed better organised, 
keeping the ball in Brazil’s half 
for the first few minutes. But as 
the game progressed Brazil 
picked up steam, with the for- 
midable pairing of Ronaldo 
and Romario taking on and 
beating defenders with ease. 

Argentina hit back, with 
Gabriel Batistuta breaking into 
the penalty area in the 27th 
minute, but he sliced his shot 
wide. Minutes later. Nelson Vi- 
,vas’s effort from outside the 
area flew straight at Brazil's 


goalkeeper, Q audio ThffareL 
Then Roberto Ayala earned 
himself a yellow card for foul- 
ing Ronaldo, who almost ex- 
acted revenge with a long-range 
effort which was off target 
Lopez went much closer sec- 
onds later, sending the ball 
inches wide of the post 
Denilson was also close to 
opening the scoring when he ex- 
tended the Argentine keeper 
German Burgos, who was re- 
lieved to see the midfielder's 
shot drift narrowly wide. 

The second half began with 
a series of the physical con- 
frontations which have charac- 
terised matches between these 
two great rivals, and Roberto 
Carlos was fortunate not to 
concede a penalty when he 
knocked over Argentina's play- 
maker Ariel Ortega in the area. 

The Brazilian full-back had 
a chance to show off his own 
deadnbafl expertise when Ronal- 
do was fouled, but the free-kick 
flew straight into the walk 
The home crowd started to 
get impatient and began chant- 
ing “E dm undo" - as if the 
Fiorentina striker could set 



Crowd concerns at 
Nationwide climax 


Argentina's Roberto Ayala keeps a tight rein on Ronaldo (right), who was powerless to 
stop Brazil losing Wednesday’s friendly to their traditional rivals Photograph: Reuters 


thing s straight Zagallo thought 
so too because Edmundo soon 
went on for DenDson. 

Argentina were looking 
more dangerous and, after Ze 
Elias had fired a long-range ef- 
fort straight into Burgos’s aims, 
on the counter-attack Juan 
Veron's strike bounced out of 
Taffarel’s grasp and the loosd 
ball evaded Argentina’s on- 


rushing attackers to let the 
world champions off the hook. 

Pride demanded a home 
win and Ronaldo tried to res- 
cue Brazil with an impressive 
dribble which took him past 
Burgos, but the Inter striker 
could not take the boll with him. 

Lopez then took over, setting 
his sights with a shot straight at 
Taffarel before he cut in from 


the wing and beat the veteran 
keeper with only ax minutes left. 

Romario and Ronaldo both 
created openings in the closing 
moments, but Argentina held 
cm for a morale-boosting victory. 

Brazil: TWtaret Cetu, JutorBmono (Ctebec. 
84 AidaJr. Rotwto Catos. Cesar Sanpab 
Ze Ska, RaJ (Loanarckx 67} Denison {Ed- 
munda, 68). Ronaldo. Homoto 
Arpanflna: Burgos, Vtaa Saraw. n/ata. 
Zanotti, Aknayda, Simecna, Vann. Ortaga 
(Delgado* 75), Lopez (PHtoda. 88). Bsnstuta 


Pejic’s weary men endure six-match marathon 


THE Football League has 
pleaded for sanity and good be- 
haviour from fans at Sunday's 
Nationwide League clim ax. 

Fears of crowd problems at 
the relegation clash between 
Stoke and Manchester City and 
promotion-chasing Sunder- 
land’s visit to Swindon have 
prompted the League to beg 
supporters not to wreck English 
football's improved image in the 
eyes of the sporting world. 

The League has reacted fol- 
lowing worrying problems 
emerging from the Stoke game 
- where both sides could be rel- 
egated on Sunday - that Man- 
chester Gty fans have bought 
up thousands of tickets for ar- 
eas of the Britannia Stadium 
normally reserved for borne 
fans. 

Stoke believe as many as 
3,000 Gty supporters could be 
in areas of the ground normal- 
ly reserved for home fans, al- 
though even this estimate could 
be a conservative one. 

It is feared that in the 
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28,000-capacity stadium as 
many as 10,000 City fans bave 
acquired tickets. 

There are also reports that 
Sunderland supporters have 
acquired many tickets in the 
home support areas of the 
County Ground. 

A League spokesman, Chris 
HulL said: “We are obviously un- 
able to become involved in the 
ticket arrangements of individ- 
ual dubs but we are aware of the 
possible problems at Stoke. We 
have to rely on the clubs in- 
volved to organise their games 
in the best way possible and ask 
fans to behave themselves." 

Stoke have decided to bring 
in 200 extra stewards and 250 
police officers for a game that 
is potentially explosive. Man- 
chester City were given 4,800 
tickets for one end of the 1 
ground and sold their allocation i 
inside two days. But Stoke have 
been accepting telephone book- 
ings and put tickets for tbe oth- 
er three sides of the ground on 
open sale. 


with a sample. 

Fma and the De Brain camp 
are awaiting results of the B 
sample, the second one given try 
the former Michelle Smith in 
January. She is accused ofbav- 
ing taken advantage of a ; 
banned procedure, of using a - 
banned substance, and actions 
which affected the integrity and 
validity of the urine sample: 

The International Olympic 
Committee has also entered the 
row, saying a urine sample sub- ■ 
mitted by De Bruin, contained 
deadly levels of alcohol with “a 
veiy strong whisky odour”. 

The IOC medical commis- 
sion chairman,' Prince Alexan- 
dre de Merode, confirmed 
yesterday that unnaturally high 
levels of alcohol had been found 
in the sample. 

“The alcohol level was so 
high that you could not survive 
with that concentration." he 
said, adding that it was possible 
that either it “is not her urine 
or tha t it’s manipulated urine” 
and that alcohol could be used 
to mask the presence of other 
drugs in a sample^He said two 
drug testers, a man and a 
woman, were present for De 
Bruin’s doping control. 

Meanwhile a senior Euro- 
pean athletics coach gave his 
support to De Brain and ac- 
cused the sport of sour grapes. 

David McCreanney, who 
coaches in Belgium; saw De 
Bruin train for four months be- 
fore the Atlanta Games. He 
said: “Michelle ate, worked 
and slept training under the 
guidance of her husband Erik. 
She would swim all morning, 
sleep in the afternoon and train 
again in the evening. She got 
there through a lot of hard work 
and structured training.” 

Meanwhile, it was claimed 
yesterday that around 70 per- 
cent of top-class sportsmen are 
cheating with drugs. Matthew 
Yates, a former . European 
1,500m indoor champion, and 
Britain’s former 400m runner 
Derek Redmond, said they be- 
lieved most athletes who ap- 
peared in a final at the top level 
were taking banned substances. 

Yates made his daim in a de- 
bate about drugs in sport on 
BBC radio and Redmond 
added: “I have heard the 70 per 
cent figure and I wouldn't be 
surprised. It is going on in the 
world of athletics." 


Sturgess puts 
his career 
back on road 




Non-League notebook 


By Rupert Metcalf 

WHEN the former Stoke Cily 
and England full-back, Mike 
Pcjic, took over as manager of 
Leek Town three weeks ago, he 
knew he faced a tough task -but 
not this tough. 

When the GM Vauxhall 
Conference season concludes 
tomorrow. Leek will have 
played six games in eight days. 
These are not meaningless 
matches, either, for they need 
points to escape relegation. 


Caused by four games being 
postponed during April. Leek’s 
eight days of exertion started 
with last Saturday’s home defeat 
by Welling. Then it was off to 
Stevenage on Monday, followed 
by another away game at Slough 
on Tuesday. Last night they 
were at home to Yeovil, while 
tonight Morecambe are the vis- 
itors to Harrison Park. Tomor- 
row the Staffordshire side’s 
exhausted players will have to 
drag themselves bads down to 
the Home Counties again for 
the final fixture, at Hayes. 

“I read about Arsenal find- 


ing it tough with five games in 
17 days, and I wasn't very sym- 
pathetic," Pejic said. “And 
they're full-time pros - all our 
latte are part-timers." Work 
commitments meant that Leek 
had lo do without two key play- 
ers, Neil Fllis and Dean Thott, 
for the two away games on 
Monday and Tuesday. 

Pejic’s selection problems 
have been exacerbated by two 
bad injuries: against a physical 
Welling aide last weekend John 
Diskin suffered a broken leg and 
Dale Hawtin a fractured elbow. 
The situation is so bad thaL at 


Slough era Tuesday Pejic had to 
put three players he had never 
seen play on the substitutes’ 
bench. 

On Wednesday he spent this 
week's only spare evening 
scouting for new recruits. “This 
wasn’t really what I was ex- 
pecting,” a weary Pejic said. 

Bailey hit the headlines with 
their brave display at West 
Ham in the FA Cup in January, 
but th^ were in the news for the 
wrong reasons after their 3-0 
win over Parkgatc in the 
Sheffield Senior Cup final at 
Hillsborough on Tuesday. 


, After Dean Calcutt had been 
sent off for throwing the ball at 
an opponent following the final 
.whistle, another Hmley player, 
Simon Jones, who had been sub- 
stituted, confronted the referee. 
He was restrained by a team- 
mate, Neil Lacey (a police- 
man), who became involved in 
a fight with Jones. 

Ian Banks, Emley’s captain, 
refused to collect the trophy in 
disgust at what was happening, 
and the evening ended with 
Jones - sent off three times and 
booked 13 times this season - 
being sacked by the club. 


GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE Famoorougfl 
IChafentemZ 

BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE TMnl OMttn: «• 
Ugn Rowia Q Arbroath S’, 

HYMAN LEAGUE Prem ia Dtvbfloa: Duhrtdi 1 

“■ Borough U Fkat DMafcm; Croydon 1 

Mtad q SMond OMaton: Brand 0 
BbMtM 0. Tbfrd DhfWan; Dorfcra 3 ’ ■ 
■Mia | 0 HvtfiKf 1 Pum FiG MwXas 
MbHMlngjWw 1 HotovH (MCtoahant 
UNBOND LEAGUE CtB Rnafc Alrincham 2 

vW« a*** Art: Mu 1 CongfcmnO; GM 
Narwoto 0 QMra I: NBQwwa AWNfley Bay 
3; WhKby ? Swtabridga PS & 
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dtafr a RUN Rram Z fittmaf z ftantfc 4 
EwNjrni oTSoWSoiourfi 1 Corby a South. 
i«n D teiN era Da l to y 3 Newport ((>■««) 
lord 0 a**naitmJ I. TbM i Faranam & 
WMSTONLEAOKBfT LEAGUE First DIvWm: 
CfcrtrdHsfi 3 Erih Town 2. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE EM DL 
vMqk Arundel OStaKtam a 
SCREWHX DOffiCT LEAGUE Prahr DMtdotr 
QrlppartnRi 4 Cbatd t 
UHLSPOftTUNffEO COUNTIES LEAGUE Pn. 
rater HAIM Kranpston 0 SwWng I; St 
NMtsOYnanrail 
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vMan: ABvrtwi ententes 3 Nanhrich & 
INTERLINK EXPRESS KBDLAND ALLIANCE; 
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rmttoO; WLaw i Bwflngm Ejrriwa 3 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Caernarfon 3 TNS 
Uansantflrsid 1 ; Cowry 0 Bangor City Z 
PONTINS LEAGUE PrmlarDMtrtan: Lends 0 

Liverpool t (at H*aox RnwU; NcttnawritoSa 
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DhrfjtorcOWHm iHuAfersfleid 2Tp£j vfi*i 

arayOBtoekpofli o 

2 Uncoki 7; Sheffield lisd 2 SrodSon Canv 
f) UAa-tan n [MMg n T 




AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Flnt DJ- 
INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLIES (Wo dm 

GERMAN LEAGUE: Anri* BMaMd 2 Kaser- 

ESf.bSS!*??! ISwwstoDw. 
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gPAMSHCUPI^:BM5toMlMJtartar/w. 
BmsMana win on pmfetal. 

GREBt CUP Fln*Ranqrtt»lPa ra **« to _. n 


Cycling 


By Robin 


NINE years ago, Colin Sturgess 
was a world track champion. Tb- 
day he races in the Tikvelwise 
four-day Tour of Lancashire 
with some catching up to do af- 
ter studying fora umvnsityde-. - 
gr^e oi g^ t b^toAusbaiiaaod 
editing a cycling magazine. 

Having put his professional 
racing career on hold in 1993, 
Sturgess, a former British road 
race champion, got back on a; 
bike while covering the world ~ 
track championships in Perth,: 
Western Australia. Then. his, 
South African pni>t£g£, David ^ 
George, won ah under-23 world ' 
time trial bronze in San Sebas- 
tian, and Sturgess was fired trp 
for a comebactAfter a medal- ~ 
winning performance in the 
Australian track championships. ~ 
Sturgess returned to Britain to. 
re-establish his international ca- 
reer at the age of 29. 

He was due to ride in 
French race but the trip fell' 
through,- so St ur gess was 
switched to tiff 260-mile Tout 
which opens today on a Peak' 
District circuit, near Oldham.^ 

Another late inclusion is 
the British road race champion, • 
Jeremy Hunt whose 10 victo- 
ries last year in internationally . 
recognised, .races put him 
among tbe. top nine most suc'- 
eessfiil ridets of the year. . 

TOUR OF LANCASHIRE: Today. Lydg»- * 
yppwmA droit, KL5 mles Siert 

mpml Tomorrow: Boton-HoteonbaTTM' 

tn30af4 Codwtiam Una - 

LancesK 12J 0*09 BOam); HyndtuA 
ctaJtrace town ratost 2SB 
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‘Unconstitutional’ suspension of clubs leads to confusion 


Rugby Union 


By Chris Hewett 

VERNON PUGH and Rob 
Fisber, two of the four In- 
ternational Rugby Board big 
wbeels who earlier this week 
cast England’s leading Pre- 
miership clubs into temporary 
enle, come from legal back- 
grounds. Ail the more peculiar 
then, that they should have 
acted outside the stria terms 




and conditions of their own or- 
ganisation’s constitution. 

Pugh, a barrister and Crown 
Cburt recorder as well as the 
current chairman of the 1RB, 
was instrumental in issuing the 
threat of impending disciplinary 
action against the Rugby Foot- 
ball Union, whose four-man 
negotiating panel has complet- 
ed peace talks with represen- 
tatives of English First Division 
Rugby, the clubs' umbrella or- 
ganisation. 


Pugh has been angered and 
alarmed by the dubs’ imperti- 
nent decision to challenge some 
of the more draconian board 
regulations in an application to 
the European Commission, 
which will be heard in October. 

Fisher, a New Zealand law- 
yer, and two fellow executive 
members, Tom Kiernan of Ire- 
land and Dick McGrulher of 
Australia, were also involved in 
the ad hoc discussion that re- 
sulted in Tbesdays provocative 


statement. The four men 
announced that &D 82 of the 
IRB's member unions, from 
Andorra to Zimbabwe, had 
been told to suspend playing 
contact with the EFDR dubs 
with immediate effect. 

Yet the board's own consti- 
tution dearly stales under reg- 
ulation three (pithily subtitled 
“Compliance with regulations 
and procedures in respect of 
breaches") that the IRB must 
give a union “proper opportu- 


nity to make represe n unions to 
the coimriT before disciplining 
the union’s dubs. The RFU will 
not get that opportunity until 18 
May, when it attends a special 
meeting in Dublin. 

Senior dub activists suspect 
Pugh and company of sabre rat- 
tling in an effort to undermine 
the RFU-EFDR negotiations, 
the fruits of which will be dis- 
cussed by the union’s manage- 
ment board next week. 

If the agreement is ratified. 


the IRB will find itself ni the in- 
triguing position of throwing the 
book at Twickenham offidais for 
their role in ending an internal 
conflict that has ravaged Eng- 
lish rugby for more than two 
years. 

It was by no meaiE dear yes- 
terday whether the action tak- 
en agninsi the EFDR clubs 
would affect the Sanyo Cup 
showpiece, which is scheduled 
for 23 May and involves a big- 
name invitation side from every 


comer of the rugby world tak- 
ing on the winners of the Allied 

Dunbar Premiership. 

Neither was there an official 
Une on where the ban might 
leave this summer’s southern 
hemisphere tours. England, Ire- 
land, Scotland and Wiles are all 

on the road over the next two 
months and will rely on players 
from the EFDR dubs. 

ft was left to Gareth Davies, 
the chief executive of a Cardiff 
dub in deep dispute with the 


Wfelsh Rugby Union, to lead the ]y. 
attack on the IRB initiative i'-' 
yesterday. “Why pick on Eng- /. 
land?" he asked. "We should )'i. 
look a, bit nearer home. Pro- . • 
fessional rugby in YV&lcs is a : 
complete disaster, a total sham- .?'■ 
Wes. \ 

“England’s problems are y. 
more complex than ours, but y' 
look at what they’ve achieved aJ-y^. 
ready. As an outsider, I would jp\ 
say that England and the clubs^ 
are doing all right." Vj 




Clarke revels i 


in 


tough new role 


; ON ms way for lunch this 
week. Phil Clarke spots a street 
trader selling Wigan memora- 
bilia and moves across in cov- 
'%) er defence much as he used to 
• as a back-row forward. 

He tackles him with a couple 
of questions, polite but firm. Is 
this official merchandise? Does 
he have a licence to sell it? 

The evasive skills are good. 
It depends what you mean by 
“official” or by “licence,’’ guv; 
and the name Wigan Warriors 
is not a registered trade-mark. 

Lunch will have to wait for 
a phone call to the club, telling 
them that, if it isn’t registered, 
they must set about makin g it 
so right away. Life as a chief ex- 
ecutive is a lot more complex 
^than life as a player. 

*■ The last time Wigan played 
at Wembley, three years ago, 
Clarke was at loose forward for 
the last of his five winners’ 
medals. Although be is still not 
27, he will be sitting tomorrow 
with the old men behind the 
Royal Box, as an ex-player- one 
whose career was ended pre- 
maturely by a broken neck -and 
the brightest and busiest young 
administrator in the game. 

It would be a difficult and 
painful transition for most peo- 
ple, but not, Clarke insists, for 
him. Tm not a frustrated player 
any more. I don’t want to run 
down the role of players, but Tm 
beyond that stage now. What-Rn 
doing now represents my future." 

When he does look back, he 
finds Cup finals do not really 
rank among the most vivid mem- 
-pries of his time with the dub. 
* “I’m hoping to enjoy Wem- 
bley more this time. In all my 
time at Wigan, there are six 

games or so that reaDy stand out 

and those were the ones we 
weren’t supposed to win, like 
the World Club Championship 
in Brisbane. I got a special 
feeling playing for Great Britain 
when we beat Australia at 
Wembley, but in Cup finals we 

were always expected to win, so 
the main feeling was being anx- 
ious about losing," he said. 

“T used to see players punch- 
ing the air when we’d won and 

, . womdif what they were doing 

* 


The back-row forward turned Wigan chief 
executive tells Dave Hadfield how he is making 
the Challenge Cup finalists more business-like 


that for. They were games we 
always knew we should win.” 

If that sense of everything 
coming too easily was what drove 
Clarke to leave for the Sydney 
City Roosters, then he is finding 
all the challenges be needs in bis 
new role at his old club. 

The weeks since he took the 
job have been made up of long 
working days, raising standards 
that had slumped alarmingly 
right across the dub. He never 
misses an Alliance or Academy 
game - “Because 1 might have 
to decide whether to keep them 
or release them.” he said. 

Tb those youngplayets, he is 
the boss, although one with a tfe- 



Clariceln action for Wigan • 
Photographs: Simon Wilkinson 

languished playing record. Tb 
many of the first team squad, he 
is a contemporary and friend 
who must now keep his distance. 

“I don’t spend much time 
hanging around the changing 
rooms. That's not my place any 
more. And you don’t have many 
friends in management; it’s a 
lonely job." 

Lonely and fraught with 
thorny problems. Had the tim- 
ing and finance fallen differently, 
for instance, one of his first du- 
ties would have been to tell his 
closest mate from his playing 
days, Denis Betts, that the club 
could not afford to pay him. 

•There are other unpalat- 
able tidings he has had to con- 


vey. Various functionaries have 
been told that, if Wigan win to- 
morrow, they must not join the 
team for the post-match pic- 
tures. When Clarke and his 
team-mates won m 1995, they 
were outnumbered on the pho- 
tos by men m blazers; iL rankled 
then, so be will not allow it now. 

For an archetypal Mr Nice 
Guy, Clarke does not shy away 
from confrontation. Dodgy 
Street vendors aside, he has ruf- 
fled feathers by telling the club's 
apprentices that they should 
have jobs and college courses on 
their timetables and not expect 
to be full-time professionals 
from their teens onward. “They 
were banging around the dub 
doing nothing. They aren’t all go- 
ing to make it, so telling them to 
have something else in their lives 
is being cruel to be kind," he said. 

There have also been dif- 
. ferences of opinion with some 
with a lot more dout at the dub 
and arguments that make it just 
as well that be seems to have the 
unstinting support of Wigan's 
bankrolled Dave Whelan. 

Clarke also caused alarm 
when be was quoted as saying 
that Wigan m^ht one day be 
-playingrugby union. “What T 
meant there was that a business 
has to look at all options," he 
said. “McDonald's were asked 
what they will do in the next cen- 
tury, if no one wants burgers and 
fries. They said drat they w31 sell 
people what they do want. But 
sport isn't like selling fries. It’s 
not just a business; there’s so 
much tradition and feeling in- 
volved and oar game’s so good." 

Therein lies something of a 
quandary. Qarke and the staff at 
Wigan are working hard to make 
the dub the dominant force in 
the game again. But if they be- 
come too dominant it makes the 
sport a less viable proposition. 

It is something else to pon- 
der from the posh seats at Wan- 
bley. And, afterwards, he wiQ be 
staying out of the pictures. 



Brown and Russell 
state their case 


Cricket 


By Mark Baldwin 
acThe Oval 

Gloucestershire 266-7 
Surrey 270-3 

Surrey win by sewsn wickets 

THE England chairman of se- 
lectors, David Graveney, yes- 
terday saw the best of both 
Alistair Brown and Jack Russell 
- two men desperate after their 
winter experiences to prove 
they should not be forgotten. 

One-day maestro Brown fin- 
ished on the winning side in the 
Benson and Hedges Cup tie, 
largely thanks to he own 74 from 
just 68 balls. 

Wicketkeeper Russell had 
earlier made 83 in Gloucester- 
shire’s 266 for 7, a challenging 
total made to look almost 
ridiculously puny - even, in 
gloomy, chilly conditions. 

Brown was the only member 
of England's triumphant team 
at Sharjah last December to be 
dropped for the one-day series 
in the West Indies which con- 
cluded the unhappy winter tour. 


Russell, after a wretched f 
Test tour of the Caribbean with : . 
both bat and gloves, has spent » 
the last fortnight reading about 
how Graveney's panel intend to 
restore Stewart as England’s £ 
full-time wicketkeeper. 

Tbday he was promoted by 
his county to three in an attempt -■ 
to disrupt the line of Surrey’s 
new ball attack. 7: 

Russell, squirting and swat- ; 
ting in bis idiosyncratic style; . 
looked back to his best as he put y 
on 96 with the stylish Rob Cun- 
liffe and then spiritedly stayed 
to fulfil the anchor role in a weD- 
paced 129-ball effort. 

Gloucestershire plundered 
90 runs from their last 10 overs, 
but in reply the intimidating 
opening partnership of Brown 
and Alec Stewart set off at a rale 
of seven runs an over. 

Brown thrashed three sixes 
off Jon Lewis and five fours to 
open Ins case for inclusion in the 
Texaco Trophy squad to face 
South Africa. When he de- 
parted at 152, Graham Thorpe 
saw Surrey almost across the fin- 
ishing line with a brilliant 85 off 
105 balls. 


Somerset survive 


Phil Clarke, Wigairts chief executive, is fearless in confrontations in his new job 

Sponsors provide timely lift 


By Dave Hadfield 

THE Challenge Cup’s sponsors 
yesterday showed confidence in 
the competition's future by ex- 
tending their backing into the 
next millennium. Now the hope 
is that the game's supporters win 
rally round tomorrow to prevent 
Wembley being embarrassing- 
ly empty for this year’s final. 

Silk Cut, who have spon- 
sored the Cup for 14 years, have 
added another two years to 
their current deal, which is due 
to end after next season’s final. 

In 2002, their support will 
amount to the sport's first £lm 
sponsorship for a season and is 
a valuable vote of confide oce^ra 
the eve of what could be 


Wembley's worst-attended final 
for over 50 years. 

Sheffield Eagles, far all their 
progress on the field, have not 
built up their support corre- 
spondingly and have returned 
half of their ticket allocation of 

14.000. 

That means, even with a 
good walk-up attendance on the 
day, the gate is unlikely to top 

65.000, which would make it the 
smallest since 54,730 watched 
Wakefield Trinity play this sea- 
son’s hot favourites, Wigan, in 
1946. 

Part of the problem is that 
few expect the match to be an 
evenly-balanced contest, with 
the Eagles given little or no 
chance of victory. 


Castieford are to hold talks 
aimed at keeping their coach, 
Stuart Raper, with them beyond 
the expiry of his contract at the 
end of this season. 

RapeT, who steered Cas 
away from relegation last sea- 
son, has been linked with bis old 
dub, Cronulla, whose coach, 
John Lang, is expected to join 
Sydney City next year. 

The French government has 
agreed to set up an inquiry into 
claims by the new pressure 
group, XHI-Actif, that Rugby 
League's assets were stolen by 
the Vichy regime. 

The group is campaigning 
for the restitution of hinds that 
were confiscated during World 
Wir EL 


By Derrick Whyte 
at Taunton 

British Universities Q7-6 
Somerset BO-8 
Somerset won by two wickets 

SOMERSET survived an as- 
tonishing collapse to beat the 
British Universities by two wick- 
ets in the Benson and Hedges 
Cup here yesterday. A wet out- 
field delayed the start until 
3.45pm when the students, put 
in to bat, went on to make 127 
for 6 in their 20 overs. 

After opener Simon Eccle- 
stone was run out for a duck, 
Somerset appeared to be cruis- 
ing to. victory as Mike Bums and 
Graham Rose shared a second 
wicket stand of 98 runs in 11 
overs. But the scene changed 
dramatically when seven wick- 
ets tumbled for 21 runs, six of 
them shared by leg spinner 
Greg Love ridge and medium 
pacer Michael Davies. 

Somerset almost became 
122 for 9, but James Lawrence 


dropped a difficult caught and 
bowled chance offered by Adri- 
an Pierson. In the end, Pierson 
and Somerset coach Dermot 
Reeve, in his comeback game 
after injury, guided Somerset 
home with one over remaining. 

Burns took the Gold Award 
for His 42-ball innings of 55, 
which included seven fours and 
a six. 

An unbeaten 46 by Mark 
Chilton had earlier led the Uni- 
versities to a respectable total. 
Sussex's James Pyemont, the 
schoolboy cricketer of the year 
in 1996, weighed in with 25 be- 
fore Marcus Trcsco thick yoiked 
him with a slower delivery. 

Trescolhick also had Will 
House caught behind as he fin- 
ished as Somerset’s most suc- 
cessful bowler with 2 for 20 in 
his four overs. England paceman 
Andrew Caddick could also be 
satisfied with his 2 for 25. as he 
accounted for Universities' cap- 
tain An lira g Singh and 
Loveridge wbo played one Tfest 
for New Zealand two years ago. 
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Laid-back approach keeps Doherty on course 


Snooker 


By Guy Hodgson 

at The Cnjdbfe, Sheffield 


KEN DOHERTY says he is un- 
der pressure but you would be 
bard put to find evidence of it. 
Like David Gower, wbo looked 
as though batting was merely an 
extension to his social whirl, he 
has been playing at the Embassy 

World Championship as if an en- 
emy's life depended on it. 

Successfully, too, because 
he established a 6-2 lead in his 


semi-final against Mark Will- 
iams yesterday and is seriously 
threatening to Mow up last 
year’s win with an appearance, 
in the final. He requires 11 
frames over three sessions to- 
day and tomorrow. 

His sang-froid, he main- 
tains, is because he has achieved 
his life’s ambition. He wanted 
to be world champion and in- 
stead of worrying about re- 
maining there he is determined 

to enjoy the experience no mat- 
ter how temporary it is. “I’ve 
come with the same cavalier 


attitude I had last year,” he said, 
“and if it happens again it hap- 
pens, but if it doesn’t it’ll still 
have been a great year.” 

There are many sportsmen 
who proclaim to being relaxed 
who act oh the field of play as 
if they are trying get a part as 
the T Rex in Jurassic Park, bat 
Doherty Is not one of them. 
That was evident in his second 
frame yesterday. 

Doherty was just launching 
himself into a breakwhen a dis- 
turbance broke out in the 
crowd. A silver-haired man. 


Shearer: *1 


did not kick 


Neil Lennon’ 


Football 


By Adam Szreter 


ALAN SHEARER, the Eng- 
land captain, yesterday attempt- 
ed to play down the latest incident 
in a season dogged by controversy 
by insisting that he did not intend 
to kick Leicester City's Neil 
Lennon in the face during 
Wednesday night's goalless draw 
with Newcastle United, despite 
television evidence to the contrary. 

However, with less than six 
weeks to go to tbe start of the 
World Cup, questions are in- 
evitably being asked about 
Shearer’s frame of mind as be 
fights to ensure Newcastle 
United’s Premiership survival 
while gearing himself up for 
the biggest test of his life in 
France. 

Shearer escaped imm ediate 
punishment at Filbert Street as 
referee Martin Bodenham and 
his assistant apparently missed 
the touchline fracas, but Shear- 
er may still face disciplinary ac- 
tion by the Football Association. 
Any suspension would not be 
enforceable for two weeks, so 
unless a ban is imposed tomor- 
row Shearer mil still be eligible 
for the FA Cup final between 
Newcastle and Arsenal on 16 
May. 

“We’re waiting to receive the 
match official's report before we 
decide what to do,” the FA 
spokesman, Steve Double, said. 
“At this stage what course of ac- 
tion we lake is totally dependent 
on that” Tbe referee seems un- 
likely to report an in cadent over 
which he took no action, but de- 
spite the spokesman's com- 
ments. the FA is still entitled to 
react to video evidence. 

“I have now seen the televi- 
sion pictures of tbe incident and 


I am amazed how bad it looks 
by comparison to what actual- 
ly happened,” Shearer said yes- 
terday. “I was brought down by 
Neil Lennon over by the touch- 
line and we both fell clumsily. 
As 1 tried to get to my feet I had 
to really tug my left foot free and 
the momentum of doing this 
looked on television like a kick. 

“It certainly wasn’t and the 
fact that Nefi is virtually un- 
marked confirms this. If I did 
accidentally catch him, I cer- 
tainly did not mean to. I would 
never try and deliberately hurt 
a fellow professional” 

Shearer has been beset by 
problems on and off tbe field 
during a season in which his 
model-professional “Mary Pop- 
pins” image has gradually giv- 
en way to a more cynical and 
churlish approach. “I don’t care 
whether you are Alan Shearer, 
or The Pope, you don’t do 
things like that," the Leicester 
manager, Martin O’Neill said 
after Wednesday’s game. 

His Newcastle counterpart, 
Kenny Dalglish, defended his 
£15m striker. “The two of them 
just fell Lennon pulled him. 
Shearer swung round and the 
momentum took him over. 
There was no malice, no intent 
as far as I know. Fve never seen 
him do anything to deliberate- 
ly hurt or injure a player. He is 
competitive, but not like that.” 

However, last Saturday, 
Shearer was accused by Tbt- 
tenham’s David Ginola of set- 
ting out to persistently foul the 
former Newcastle winger in the 
relegation match at White Hart 
Lane, and yesterday the Spurs 
manager, Christian Gross, 
claimed Shearer had broken 
the nose of Tottenham’s Ramon 
Vega with his elbow in the sec- 
ond minute of the game. 
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Thursday's solution 
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ACROSS 


1 Damage excellent unit 25 


4 Clear-cut remedy (8) 26 

10 Prompt has copy cover- 
ing beginner in theatre 27 

& 

11 Fenced with the Parisian 

in protective wear (S) 28 

12 Revolutionary piece gets 


vonmonaiy pie 
)ken about (7) 


spoken about t/j - 

13 Available now, or forth- • 
coming? (25) 

14 Shakespeare naturally 

provides for theatre (5) 1 

15 Devilish mate, sacrificing 
queen, is hard to follow 2 


A stock formality (7) 
Shelves packed with 
recipe books (7) 

Young chap, accepting 
church, is fortified (5) 
Unusual amount of cash 
invested in City, endless 
stack (9) 

Army group made up of 
rum TVkes (8) 
little bird book of a sen- 
timental kind? (6) 


6 Better bridge players will 
make points (5) 

7 issues absorbing the Eu- 
ropean academics (7) 

8 A touching individual (6) 

9 The kind of listener asso- 
ciated with The Ring”? 
(1U) 

16 A period including East- 
ern state's decline (9) 

17 Mow down (and stack) a 


18 Last entertainer's imbued 3 
with waggish mind (8) 

20 Most ofspread includes 5 
joint and drink (5; ‘ 


DOWN 

False diamond is form of 
alloy (8) 

Easily broken down by 
real FBI grilling (7) 

Pursue wagon turning up 

into walled area (9) 

Hell be swearing next! 
(9,5) 


field of hay, perhaps (#) 
Bees arranged by trendy 


19 Bees arranged by trendy 
parties (7) 

21 Hearten a revolutionary 
with unqualified rising 

22 English learner entering 
stiff exam (6) 

24 Game opener's out, get- 
ting top edge (5) 



who was probably as sober as a 
judge but gave the impression 
he could give newts a lesson in 
drinking, suddenly got up and, 
seemingly oblivious to the chaos 
he was causing, tripped over the 
people next to him. 

Colin Montgomerie would 
have given him a stare worthy 
of Medusa if someone had 
done that while he was over a 
putt, while Seve Ballesteros 
would still be rotting in jail for 
his retribution, but Doherty 
merely broke off from his 
stroke, looked up and smiled at 


the inodngruityof the situation. 
There is only a first prize of 
£220,000 at stake, after all 

'Tm not playing as well as 
last year,” Doherty said. Tve 
struggled in . all three games, 
performing only in patches. 
But I feel more complete this 
year than I haro in previous sea- 
sons even if Tm not firing on all 
cylinders. In different ways I am 
better. Fm tougher, harder to 
beaL 

“Getting throoghtbalpam ■’ 
barrier last year is important. 
You’ve won on thebig stage, you 


know its there ahdydu just have, 
to wait for it to come ouL” 
ff emerged with a flourish yes- 
terday, D^jeity b eginning with 
a breaks of 42 and 45 for thefirst 


changes for a 3- 1 lead.- The fifth 
frames and wi ghth frames were 
pivotal, however, as Williams 
missed chances to seal them - 
and the champion swooped. 

■ fa the former Doherty' had 
to dear the colours to take it to 


was sealed with two snookers 
and abreakof 25 afterthe chal: 
longer missed a relatively easy 
yellow into a coma: pqcket It 
wifl be a long way bade for tiifr 

man from Cwm, TOles, now. 

•. “Those an olddicbd," Do- 
herty ^said, “Tm taking each 
session as it comes. There's still 

auawfiiDy long way to go in the 
ffifltrfi. nnd Mark is a dangerous 
opponent, but naturally Fm de- 

nMi rti» start IV. made.’’ 


m the quarter-finals. “Apaiuin 
the neck,'’ wasamongibe de- 
scriptions be used for his beat- ., 
en opponent, because he 


ted when Williams went for glo- 
ry with a longshot and the latter 


Nevertheless, williams will' 
have been glad, to meet an op- 
ponent who (Ed not get up b£ 


tic edebrations wfren he won an 
early tight frame.': ' 

“I laughed' when bar did . 
that,” Williams ^id.Tcpuldi’t /£; 
see why you’d read like thatit ", 
that stage. Hewas sosfciwin&e 1 7 
first session iiwasboririgand - 
some of the crowd walked ant”" =" v, 
Christmas cards are mdiker \ . 
iy to be exchanged. . . 






V 




A knee injury in a pre-sea- 
son tournament kept Shearer 
out of action until January of 
this year, but soon after his re- 
turn he became embroiled in a 
bitter verbal battle with players 
of iion-League Stevenage Bor- 
ough during the fourth-round 
FA Cup-tie with Newcastle. 
Three weeks later he incurred 
the wrath of the Leeds manag- 
er, George Graham, who said: 
“When Shearer marked [Jim- 
my-Floyd] Hasselbaink at cor- 
ners it was almost like assault.” 
A fortnight later Barnsley’s 
Danny Wilson was complaining 
after defender Adie Moses was 
sent off for two fouls on Shear- 
er. T don’t know how Shearer 
gets away with some of the 
things he does,” Wilson said. 

Tfs not tbe first time he’s 
been criticised and not the first 
time the criti cism . has been 
wrong,” Dalglish added. Tf 
you go through the video 
against Barnsley you will see 
that every tackle on him was a 
foul Moses was unlucky to be 
sent off but it was not Alan who 
was dictating what happened. 
He doesn’t hand out the pun- 
ishment He only wants to be 
treated as an equal He doesn’t 
want preferential treatment 
but he doesn't want to be pun- 
ished because of who he is." 

In between times there was 
an alleged punch-up with his awn 
team-mate Keith Gillespie out- 
side a Dublin pub, bat Shearer 
returned to England duty last 
month with two goals against 
Rntugal at Wembley, underlin- 
ing his importance to the side. 

England supporters will be 
hoping that Shearer’s renowned 
single-mindedness will enable 
him to ignore distractions. Glenn 
Hoddle will be hoping so too. 
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A video camera, (top left) captures Alan SheararY controversial collision with Neil Lennon at Filbert Street on Wednesday night. The England 
captain, despite apparent evidence to the contrary, denies kicking the Leicester player 1 • Photographs Raymonds 


Bergkamp in battle 
to be fit for Cup final 


By Mark Burton 


DENNIS BERGKAMP could 
be out until the R\ Cup final be- 
cause of his hamstring trouble 
- but the Dutchman’s loss looks 
like being Ian Wright’s gain. 

Bergkamp has already been 
having ice treatment on the in- 
jury. Arsenal's manager. Arsine 
Wenger, said that in a couple of 
days’ time it should be easier to 
judge if the Dutchman, who 
picked op the problem by over- 
stretching during Wednesday’s 
victory over Derby, has a chance 
of befog fit in time to face New- 
castle at Wembley cm 16 May. 

Wight out for four months 
out with a similar injury, is 
gearing up to make his return 


to action against Everton on 
Sunday, when Arsenal's could 
dinch the Premiership title. If 
the club's record-breaking strik- 
er is given the chance to add to 
his 12 goals in nine previous 
games against the Merseyskters, 
it would provide a boost to his 
chance of going to the World 
Cup finals with England. 

Gianfranco Zola could miss 
Chelsea’s European Cup-Win- 
ners’ Cup final against Stuttgart 
in Stockholm on 13 May. The 
striker is fo his native Italy hop- 
ing a trusted medical specialist 
can make him fit fo time for the 
final after he damaged a groin, 
muscle during last Saturday’s 4-1 
win over Liverpool 

Bryan Robson wants to befog 


Stuart Ripley home to Mid- 
dlesbrough from Blackburn in 
a £1.5m summer transfer. Rip- 
ley has dropped out of Black- 
bum’s first team, having earlier 
been in the England squad. 

Steve McManaman is to be 
left out of Liverpool’s team for 
the first time this season when 
they play West Ham at Anfield, 
on Saturday, because of-anig- 
gling ankle problem. . 

Shane Nicholson is to appeal 
against his sacking by West 

Bromwich following his admis- ( 
sion that he had been afrequent 
user of amphetamines for sev- 
eralyears. On TUeaday , Nicfaot- 
soo was ordered by the Football. 
Association to attend a reha- 
bilitation programme. 





Walker leaves Carrow Road 


MIKE WALKER was a sad 
man after his second spell fo 
charge at Norwich City came to 
an end yesterday. 

The former Everton man- 
ager left the struggling First Di- 
vision dub, which be once took 
into Europe, by “mutual con- 
sent" according to the board of 
directors - but Walker implied 
he had been sacked. 

Norwich, who are 16th in the 
table, ended their relegation 
fears by recording 5-0 victories 
in their last two home games, 
bat before that they had gone 
14 games without a win. 


Walker, who returned to 
Carrow Road in June 1996 fol- 
lowing his first successful spell 
at the club, still stood by his 
record. “I am bitterly disap- 
pointed, to say the least,” he 
said. “They have decided to 
make a decision which is their 
prerogative and, at the end of 
the day, that’s the way it is. I 
think I have worked bard under 
trying circumstances this year, 
but the derision has been made. 
Whoever comes in is going to 
be a reasonably lucky man.” 

The Canaries' vice-chair- 
man, Roger Munby, claimed 


Vfalker had gone now to give the 
club plenty of time to find a 
replacement who could take 
them back to the Premiership. 

“We chose this timing , the 
earliest possible time, to give 
ourselves the best possible 
chance of setting out with the 
right recruitment policy,” he. 
said. “We want to deliver the 
right manager able to deliver 
our number one objective- the 
Premiership.” 

The assistant manager, John 
Faulkner, will take charge of 
team affairs for their final game 
against Reading on Sunday. 
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